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Chairobés Foreword

As the Chairperson of the Standing Con
is my privilege to present the review
Report for th2023 schhi yyeraep &10t22r ef | ect
unwavering commitoeast tmasageémemBbpl @eon:
and the promotion of biodiversity in F

Throughout the year, the Ministry has undert al

our natur al resources for future generations.
reforestation programs, t he enf oamcdeméhe of

enhancement of protected areas. The Mi nistr
commendabl e and aligns with our national goal ¢
resilience.

The port also highlights the challenges fac
climate change, il l egal | ogging activities, a
Despit these obstacl es, the Mdnessirnghatabesmal
i ssues through <coll aborative efforts with | o
ot her government agenci es.

Here are a few major achievements -2023 he Mini
period, along with their respective percentag

1.Tree Plantinhg ttm2a2&28veanci al ymalk| i appr oxi

seedlings wer e pl anted, encompassing nati\
sandal wood, mangroves, and fruit trees. Sinc
over 19.1 million trees have been planted ac
morant 80% of the 30 million tree target aheses
2.Budget Ther &dasestry received a 28% increase
million in £0822r buidged 202 $2023. mi llion for
3.Export RéeermMien:i stry facilitated the highest
contributing significantly to Fiji's economy

These achievements highlight the Ministry's d
economic growt h.

I n conclusi on, the Ministry-2023Fdeamsnsytat ds
steadfast commitment to the preservation and
Standing Committee on Natur al Resouscansdackno

encourages continued eegfmf diretad ttho aenrds wri ¢ atthed yl ®

i ation to the Execu

|l wish to extend my C
de on.

appr e
their effort and di cat.
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At this juncture, I would | i ke to take the
Honourable Members who contributed to the dev
thanks go to Hon. Taito Rokomat u, for mer Dep
Doputy Chairperson, Hon. Ratu I sikeli Tuiwaile
Hon. JovegddovoAeapaaw Tuicol o, alternate gov
valuable input and dedication in producing th
| commend this Report to Parliament.

—%—-@
eéeéeéecée.
Hon. Tomasi Tunabuna
Chairperson
Standing Committee on Natur al Resources

ACRONYMS/ GLOSSARY

GDP Gross Domestic Product

HI S Har moni zed Commodity Description and
Mo F Mi nistry of Forestry

MP Member of Parl i ament

30MT1530 million Trees 15 Year Initiative
NDP Nati onal Development Pl an

SFM Sustainable Forrest Management

SDP Strategic Devel opment Plan (SDP)
SO Standing Order of Parliament
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OVERALL RECOMMENDATI ON

The Standing Committee on Natur al Resjlources h;
Forestig02822nnual Report and recommends t hat
recommendati ons as stated in the repqgrt.

1.0 I ntroducti on

The following Standing Orders of Parliament s
on Natur al Resources.

T

109 (c) that the mandate of the Commit
agriculture, forests, fisheries, l and,
vices.

=

™

(1) (c) further authorizes the S
nt departments with responsibilit)
g by

ating, inquiring into, and making
a

r
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[
h department's administration, | eg

ationalization, restructuring, f
rmul ati on.
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The Mini
compr eh
during

[ of Forestr Y®23AnnuwmalncReaporyteafrorp

e

t
Fiji's f

[

n

n

t

e overview of the Ministry's key
eporting period. Thislyepamdgeoutli
t resources, promote the conservat
through responsible forestry praci
ng government pol i cficrse satn dc opnrsoegrrvaansi
sustai-niamber ti mbest apdo dwat i ndustr |
engagement in forestry initiatives.

ry

iV
r
es

mi tigat.
i mpl eme
promot i
communi

-5 =0 » ~

<Q 00 IS5 ¢y

ort al so provides an account of the Mi
s, and the ongoing initiatives desighne{
6s national developmentsgogal demdhsbughe
S mi t ment to addressing critical i ssues s
all enges posed by <climate chbhegag whilleocal s
mmunities and the national economy.

o
D o
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r

gr

Fi
c

oo ——10T 4
o —

h
r
0
t
h
0

As part of the oversight function, the Standin
the 2022 Annual Report to assess the Ministr
I mprovement, and ensure that therMitnmiestr yThe o
Commi tteebds discussions and findings based on
to Parliament on the future direction of the N
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2.0 Background

The Mi ni st

of Forestry i n Fiji IS responsi

ry
conservation of the nati20m'3s ffi cmraenscti arl e sycewarrc e st.
It sust

continued s commitment t o envi rtoinaneinvteasl.

2.1 Annual Workplans and Budgeting

The Ministry devel opzd2 3an@p eruabtmianald Rltan 2t0a2 2

Economy, accompanied by the corresponding bu
Ministry's strategic objectives and financi al
2.2.30 million Trees in 15 Years (30MT15Y) Pro
Launched in January 2019, the 30MT15Y prograrm
15 years to enhance Fiji's for e$2t0 2c30 vpeerr iaondd, c
the Ministry successfully planteds,4.@i nei,l | io
mahogany, teak, sandal wood, mangroves, and fr
2. 3. Forest Sector Achievement

The Mi ni stryds Annual report al so provi ded

performances of the Forest Sector. This inclu
and projects that the rural popul ation wunder
l' i nked toi naéerdamtaigeaasd and goal s

2.4 Monitoring and Evaluati on

The Ministry of Forestryds report also cover e

efficient means of <carrying out nggsesemsy mon
and processes and achievements

2.3 Standing Committee Review

|l n Febr paasr ya 2r0e2qgoui r ement to the Standing Commi
t hMei ni stry pr Es0e2n3t eAch niutad REePDort t o the Standir
Resources. This submission is part of the Co
includes evaluating the Ministry's performanc
findings and recommendations wil/l be compil e
consideration.

These efforts reflect the Ministry's dedicat.i
approach to environment al stewardship i n Fiji
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3.0 Committee Remit and Compositio

3.1 Committee Member ship:

Hon. Tomasi Tunabuna
Chairperson
Assistant Minister for Agriculture
Government MP

HON. SACHIDA

NAND
Hon. Sachida Nand Homat si kweilwai | evu
Deputy Chairperson Assistant iNMaoildgifarn rfsor
Opposition MP Government MP

Hon. Vi jay Nath Hon. Kal aveti Ravu
Opposition MP Government MP
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4. 0 Procedure and Program
T Commi ttee conven®ld 200n2 5T,u etsod afyi, n allainzuea riyt sl 4
f

e
rst quarter of 2025. As part of the plan, t
Forestry to present their submissions on Tue
e

meeting, the Comndi2Z22d 22 Arwvu elwelRepdret and deve
guestions, which were subsequently submitted
After thoroughly reviewing al/l available inf
which was finalized after receiving submissioc
of Forestry !dFne bWeuwdanreys d2ay2 51 9i n Par | i ament . Add
was supported by the Parliament Research Uni
included in the final report to Parliament.

The Committee-duarydesritteedl i abasmeaor cthheStiati on i n
| Suva,-ltSuew aCdlod est Park, the Nasinu Forestry
Food Forest project. Written and or al submis

Forestry for the Committeeds review.

4 BElvi deamde Advi cePIRease vRaf er T4 o0 Annexures 1

5.ommi ttee Deliberations and Anal
5.#1 I Il EOOAA &ET AET C¢O

Foll owing a comprehensive review of al/l perti
has arrived at the following findings.

5.2 Mi Repooryd$Presentati on

The Committee noted t haetx cwhiisliiet etl yaec d\Mienviesnternyt sr
failed to provi gpge oglrears sleigjrak agdysettdsfe t he

5.3 FiAaacumtlabi |l ity

The Committee noted that the report on the Fi]j
the period from August 2022 to July 2023 is i
|l ack of essenti al documentati on Mimpedesy 68 f u
financi al performance during the specified pe

54Pr ogram Performance

The Committee noted that the Ministry's Strat
strategic goals and six key priorities, as def
the National Devel opment Pl anonmiDiPhhe mtnd. refl e
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Tabl e 1: Ministry of Forestry Strategic G
STRATEGI C GOALS

SG 1 Establish sustainable | ife cycle
SG 2 | mpr ovEecdo ntohnei cSolcmpoact of Forest
SG 3 Contribute positively to the Gl ob
SG 4 Substantially i mprove service del
STRATEGI C PRI ORI TI ES

SP 1 Cohesive Legislation, Regul ati on,
SP1l: I s geared ¢towsi s steaarrnm idcpophrgotaicnhg wa t
regul ation, policy, and compliance mec

SPEnhance sustainable Forrest Manageme
Sustainable Forrest Management (SFM)

SP2 s about establishing preci se, sus
strategies to be effective over a | ong

SPiBapacity Building (Ministry and St a

o®hg Mhhiostry

SPF®cuses on brpngchigceéehe

|l ities necessary to
re
e

capacity and capabi

i tpersonal , infrastructu
necessary to achieve th
SPi8t ewardship

SPi4s4 about commi t ment to stewardship

, partners an
best out comes

towards gl obal environment al responsib
SPibBorest financing
SPi5s all about | ooking at, developing,

and mechanisms to support the sustaina
SPi®rgani sation effectiveness

SPF®&cuses on the Ministry itself. 1t |
to produce what it has set as its goal
and includes information masagementi onk

it has set out to achieve within the ¢

55Si t e Vitoi tddBtuivaan Forestry Res-8avahF&8tast oRar Ky
Nasinu Forestry Tridademag EeondrkEomrmeast throj ect
The Committee noted the agvimg,sithmifyghalsitghitcitug et
urgent need for an upgrade to enable the Mi

Additionally, the Committee noted a significa
for the Ministryds reseatcemali pclopadigmad i tome mied ¢
management of forest tree species. Some of t

i rreparabl e.
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The Committee noted the work done by the Mini:
treat ment operators and ensuring compliance v

di fferent hazard | evel s.

56Coordinated Urban Food Forest Projects

ThE@ommindtd¢ehde | ack of progress in the Nadera [
part of the urban forestry initiative. Thi s
Mi nistry of Forestry, the Nasinu Town Counci l
Agr i cuwalntdurNem,der a Ri shi kul Primary School . The
Il ssues, i ncluding but not l' i mited to poor C
demarcation of responsibilities, and owner shi
57Sustainabl e Forest Management

The Fiji Mi nistry of For est2rOy2 3ma ddee moing ir fait ¢ .

commi t ment to sustainabl e f oprecstte crha mang e nemttat

achi eviemelnu e .

ABudget AThec#®Minostr
its total budget, t
72% of the delivera
A30OMTLBYtotal of 4.8
Il nitiative.

y utilized $14.
o i mplement its
bl es outlined i
million trees

n

I
r

8 mi | (
prog n
i ts n
wer e [

T > -

ARef or eisThaa i Minni stry ef02Bo rAeqnturayy' sRep®2 2 hi
significant advancements in reforestation
Trees i n 15 Years™ (30M2D2%8) fpmagrca @l ly e

appr ox dmd8it lelsigerd! i ngs were planted,

encompe

pine, mahogany, teak, sandal wood, mangrove
initiation in January 2019, over 19.1 mil/l
than 17,200 hecttdaraems 6 0&c loifewihreg 3fBorma | | i on

hedul e.

ve policies, the Ministry
n

< o -

2023 Annual Report highlights a
re
n

To
o+ TIQ W HW
MOOOO—~c oD —

under scor es i
[

s commitment to both
Some of t he i

t
n

stry practices, demonstrating
servation and socioeconomic devel opmer
forestation c o mmuwrsittayy na b § a g enmnemtu,r c a n dn:

I ¢ s-ulshtea i Mianbiisltirtyy e2f0 2Bo rAensnturayl ' sRe2p®m2 .
ghts a comprehensive approach to ec

h sustainabl e resource management ,
t

contril

d environment al conservation.
Practices in-TeéaMionhstoy gbobBROTr

compr el
signi f

nati ona

ti atairees and key achi evemenrn

- To pl ant 30 mi |l I ion trees over 15 y
sequestration and forest restoration.

- To assist maritime communities

for housing and communal facil
- To restore degraded forest s,
ecosystem services.
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5.Mort alaiftey newly Planted Trees

Upon discussions and submissions from the
chall enges faced by oOihpéanheddihy s bdhuaedstibaeeinv a l
number of factors including
1 Soiclondi ti ons

1 Ef f ecchtasngi ng weat her pa
T Lack of research f aci

ttern
| i
T I'nsufficient funding fo

t
ties to address eme
r monitoring and

59Sect or Pe+Efxgpromance

According to the Fiji Bureau of Statistics,
$1.1 billion. The forestry sector contribut
approximately $93.0 million Woodchips were
milion) of the sectorés revenue. The export
the Har moni sed Commodity Description and Codi

510l mport of Wood Priea®&de8ts, Years 2022

The Ministry of Fore-2028% Anesaht Repodeéet &bl edO:

product Il mports during the specified period.
products nbooidglht, identifies key trends, an
chall enges i mpacting imports. The report al
anrdegul aitimpmagr tt &atei on process, ensuring adhere
upholding quality control trecal ognment i wi i
national forestry policies.

51Compl i ance with Laws and Regul ations

I n the Ministry of For-2@623yo0somphiuahcea ewiotr h
reguliag itoympi cally a critical aspect of assessi
2023 Annyiaé¢ mRregpoirzes how the Ministry of Fore
enf orced regul ations, and ensured compliance
sustainable forestry, and international trad
demonst rraetsesd ipnr oagd heri ng to | atwiscandadrosgserfiamng

management .

The Committee noted that the Ministry reviewec
submitted to the office of the Solicitor Gence
endorsed, rel evant regul ationswitlhhatbet hfei nMilniizse

5102PubPobokticy Ef:fectiveness

The Committee noted that the Ministry had bee
sustainable forest practices, the role of for g

ecofriendl yf abviosuirnesses or

11|Page the Committee report on the Ministry of Forestry 2022023



51 Ri Management
The Ministry of Forestr y20f2a8c e d nscd wedri anlg K enye rii

climate change, il l egal | ogging activities, t
the threat of natur al di sastegstoThlees eMif mics Or
ability to effectively manage and protect for

6. 0 COMMI TTEE6S RECOMMENDATI ONS

The Committee has completed its review of the
2032and recommends the fotoosfiamgrifropgr ofvheemehMitn iisr
undertakings.

RECOMMENDATI ON 1

The Committee recbobmmeadsest hesMpnepatrpddninaml and
repaoanmd further recommends that phedMdai pteyi ol
reporessame that future reports are compl ete
transparency

RECOMMENDATI ON 2

The Committee strongly recommégnods itnhcarte atsheed Miu
frgmovernnkent emanati on & lonreocregsasnarzyatfi womdi tnlge f or u
essenti al equi pment and tools needeod mboi enf e
di ssemination duti es.

This should also include gover nMentfsd mepdterdy pr
i nclaeadshginabl e forest management and ri sk mi

RECOMMENDATI ON 3

Whil e the Committee acknowledges that this wa:
that such projects be thoroughly discussed ar
accountability, which are essentialthtor mai n

desired out comes.
RECOMMENDATI ON 4

The Committee recommends that the Forestry Sec
whi ch can enhance its performance and i mprove

RECOMMENDATI ON 5

The Committee recommends that the Ministry i

products imports to ensure they meet the sust
to eRisjuirneadtoelsecome a dumping ground for subst a
wor king with stakeholders to address i mport cl

12|Page the Committee report on the Ministry of Forestry 2022023



RECOMMENDATI ON 6

Review and Fi nalThhe Qocengmistltage ornecommends t hat

the finalization of the reviewed Forest Act

compliance and support sustainable forest man

REOMMENDATI ON 7

Cli mat e Thheancgoemmi ttee r®Blcomsmengsshoaat-dt pei orit
resilient forestry practices, enhance researc
i nternational partners to mitigatysteims iampgact

[
al so en encouraging mofrrei emuwd iyn esserso atcdh e ad d [
environment al I mpact .

Furt heNamourrea |l ,fies otmanrid t ee recommends t hat
and facilitate the development and i mpl ement af
for forest areas. This wil!/ include sustainabl
prepar edmesissasatnedr restoration efforts to pro
natur al di sasters

RECOMMENDATI ON 8
|l 1l egal Thegdgiomgni ttee recommends that the Mi

with communities to increase surveillance and

Ti mber Tr@édhe meOotmmi t t ee recommends t hat t he

col | abiomr apoloinci ng, monitoring and.Tehvasl uiast i ng
including encmuern antgaetttseeat altlhieshed quality stan
promoting durability and enhancing resistance
This will require review of thkepblneg, tphanalp

fees and charges

RECOMMENDATI ON

Coordinated Ur ban :FTohoed cFoonineisttt eRer oweeledtosmes t he

Urban f opod jfecwesybe, commi ttee recommends that

and awareness programme should be carried out

they take responsibility and ownership for

RECOMMENDATI ON

Sustai nabMan algermddsittt lee achi evement of t he Sust
Management i s acknowledged, the committee str
of ptrhoej ect iIis required including close cooper e

resour cteo oavssauirssteniaonce. of the project

RECOMMENDATLIOON

Mortality rate forTh€ewmmyn Pte@dt edt ireescerns

mortality of newly planted trees due to a numkt

13|Page the Committee report on the Ministry of Forestry 2022023



to conhowéver the Committee recommends that t
Mi ni stry of Edutateroml aotiimg r pctug® d.mmd u m
Students shoulsde ddct pnps i gpleantwed hin their comm
initiate interest of planting trees

O Gender Analysis
SO, 110 ( 2)Whstra®t eas Ctohmanti tfiee conducts an acti
full

Commi ttee shall ensure that u considerati c
equality to ensure al/l matters are considered
men and wqgmeal |l yo.

The Ministry of Forestry has shown efforts to\

particularly in rural communities and with s
ensuring the inclusion of both metn, apnadl iwoyme n
devel opment-puahdi cogplhpengGygmmsttee noted that t
addressed gender equality in other peripher al
cottage industries.

O Sustainable Devel opment Goals (S

| n 20223 , the Ministry of Forestry made signi
SDGs, particularly SDG 13 (Climate Action), S

Equality). By focusing on sustainabilesforest
fostering gender inclusivity, and strengtheni
contributed to both national and gl obal effor

.@Qoncl usi on

I n conclusion, the Minist20230fpeRoroedstdemaosn setfrf
commit ment to the sustainabl e management of Fi
significant achievement s, it i's oimmmar ttahnet t o
chall enges faced in forest conservation, <clim

g Committee acknowl edges the Minis

ocus on enhancing its programs. Th
I 1 aborati on with -oeherr hetak éh oal ndde
t of our forests for future gener

continued
stronger co
sustainabil i

The Standin
f

I
y

The Committee | ooks forward to seeing continue
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Me mber 6s Signature
We, as Members of the Standing Committee on
of this report
-—u—-@
eééeeééeeééee.
Hon. Tomasi Tunabuna
Chairperson
% >Zj~"'~,u;"g U
eeééééécee.
Hon. Sachida Nand
Deputy Chairperson
Opposition MP
M / ~ &N '-’\;—q l\
eeéeéeéééece
Hon. Kal aveti Vodo Hon. Vijay Nath
Government MP
MP
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1WRI TTEN SUBMI SSI ON BY MI NI
FORESTRY
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SRESEARCH PAPERS
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MINISTRY OF FORESTRY

HEADQUARTERS

Toorak Road, Toorak, Suva Phone: (679) 3301611
P. 0.BOX 2218 Fax:  (679) 3318692
Government Buildings Email: tfong@mff.gov.fj

SUVA, Fiji Islands

315t January 2025 File Ref : FO/G/1-56

The Chairperson

Standing Committee on Natural Resources
Parliament office

Government Buildings

Suva

Dear Sir,

Re:  2022-2023 MINISTRY OF FORESTRY ANNUAL REPORT SCRUTINY

1. In response to the request from the Standing Committee under Parliament Standing Order
112 (b) for a submission on the questions raised by the Standing Committee on Natural
Resources regarding the Ministry of Forestry’s Annual Report 2022-2023.

2. The Ministry would like to submit the following presentation containing responses to the
questions raised by the Standing Committee on Natural Resources.

3. The Ministry will support the proceedings and deliberations on the process of scrutiny on
our Annual Report through appearing before the Committee to present the responses to the
questions raised on Tuesday 04™ February, 2025 at 10.45 a.m.

4. The Ministry is looking forward for further collaborations and wish the Committee
members well in their deliberations.

Sanjana Lal (Ms.) A

Acting Permanent Secretary for Fisheries & Forestry




Raian 10 SV Y

Ministry of Forestry

a)
b)
c)

d)

€)

Ministry of Forestry Responses to the Standing Committee on

Natural Resources

1. P6 — Permanent Secretary’s
Foreword

Questions on the Ministry of Forestry’s 2022 - 2023 Annual Reports

Can the Ministry please provide
more information on the
30MT15Y program?

Does the program include
NGO’s funded programs?
Is the mangrove planting
by advocacies included?
Does fruit tree planting by
other Ministries and
organisations included?

Is there any monitoring
mechanism in place and
how effective it has been?
What is the survival
percentage for planted
trees?

What strategies does the
Ministry have to address
the loss from fire or
disasters?

b)
c)
d)

e)

Yes, the 30MT15Y program figures includes NGO funded projects in the total number of
trees planted numbers.

Yes, Mangrove planting by advocacies is included.
Fruit tree planting by the Ministry of Forestry and other organisations is included.

In the previous financial year, a new Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV)
Guideline was trialled during monitoring assessment. The new MRV is designed to
complement the existing Seedling Production Manual. The new Guideline helps inform the
National Monitoring & Survival Assessment conducted in the Central, Western and Northern
Divisions through the Forest Resource Assessment & Conservation Division. The
monitoring mechanism is effective in correctly tracking survival rates and mortality. It has

Survival rate and mortality
rate could be trace back to
the seed collection and
treatment steps

Seed Treatment and
Tests

Germination test and

Growth record in the
Nursery from 1-11
months

Aforestation/Reforestation
using Seedling in Batches

Figure 12: MRV Guideline Processes

and will enable the Ministry to better focus its planting and beat up efforts.

The National Monitoring & Survival Assessment conducted in Central, Western and

Northern Division showed an average survival rate of 45% for the national Tree Planting

initiative. We acknowledge that there are challenges that we continue to face, associated with

activities aimed at reforesting degraded landscapes, particularly in relation to the relatively
lower survival rates of indigenous tree species that we have been planting.

e  The Research Division has been tasked to initiate research studies focusing on native
species to tackle their lower survival rates within the shortest time possible.

e Our Research Division has established permanent sample plots to monitor the growth of
each species and their survival to help determine which species to plant at different sites
in the future, and the actions required to ensure the survival of the planted trees.

e Moreover, our teams on the ground are also increasing their focus on beat up operations
which involve the planting of new seedlings, in areas with low survival rate.




No. | Question
e  Additionally, the Ministry continues to champion that communities take ownership of \
this tree-planting initiative ensuring better plantation management and improved
survival rates, ultimately contributing to the restoration of degraded landscapes.

f)  The Ministry is taking a lead role in developing the Rural Forest Fire Management strategy
that will address losses from fire and disasters. The strategy is expected to be tabled in the
next Cabinet meeting.

2 Page 14 — Budget Allocation
and Expenditure a) The Ministry’s Operational budget covers a wide range of SEG particulars, including the
salaries of Established Staff, Government Wage Earners, Travel and Communications,
a) Can the Ministry explain Maintenance and Operations, the purchase of necessary goods and services, operating grants
why there was less budget and transfers as well as additional special expenditures. It should also be noted that salaries
for its Capital Projects in for established staff can include staff who work on our capital projects, which then involve
the financial year, 2022 — expenditure on capital construction and capital purchases.
2023 than its operational
funds? b) The Ministry of Forestry has planned to greatly increase capital expenditure. In 2022-2023
b) Can the Ministry explain (the period covered by the Annual Report under scrutiny), total capital expenditure was
whether it has future plans $4.5m. In 2024-2025, the Ministry has budgeted for $10.7m of capital expenditure. This is
to increase capital budget more than a 100% increase from 2022-2023. Yes, plans are in place to increase the capital
to duplicate the programs budget and duplicate the current programs. In terms of priority, the following two major
currently undertaken in the activities/ projects will need to be implemented;
Forestry Department e  Renovation and maintenance of the current facility or workshop
(TFG) in nine miles? e  Procurement or replacement of the 10years+ wood working machines.
The two major activities above are planned for the 2024/2025 FY with training of resource
owners (engaged as cottage industries) to be an ongoing activity. After the completion of
training engagement, cottage industries will have a one year commercial engagement period
before being hived off. During this commercial engagement period, relocation activities will
be executed along with relevant ministries and organisations.
3 Page 15 — Contribution to
Fiji’s Real Gross Domestic The contribution of the Ministry to Fiji’s GDP is calculated on the log production only and not
Product (GDP) on the products produced through other secondary processes or value adding. The decline in log
production will result in our low contribution to Fiji’s GDP. Sawn timber, pine chips and any
Can the Ministry please clarify other product produced through manufacturing is recorded through the manufacturing sector.
on the reasons for the decline in
Real GDP contribution?
4 Page 17 - Export of Wood

Products

a) Can the Ministry please
explain more on table 7
since the figures don’t
tally?

b) Can the Ministry please
provide a breakdown of the
different products that are
exported?

c) Page 17 (table 7) and
Page 51 (narrative on
export) Can the Ministry
please clarify which export
figures was accounted for?

d) Page 17 (table 8) and
Page 54 (table 43) Can the
Ministry please explain the

a) ‘Total Domestic Export’ is a trade statistics term referring to all the Commodities grown,
produced or manufactured in Fiji, including commodities imported from foreign countries
that have been significantly changed or enhanced in value. This excludes commodities which
have entered into Fiji which are then re-exported without being significantly changed or
enhanced in value.

e ‘Wood and articles of wood’ then refers to wood related exports.

e ‘Wood in chips or particles’ and ‘Mahogany’ are two sub-types (major
contributors) of ‘Wood and articles of wood’ that the Fiji Bureau of Statistics
(FBOS) provide. For example, this can include pine chips and sawn timber.




difference in the import
figures?

c)

d)

is a percene bred “of 2023 exports:

following
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The total export values stated in Page 17 and Page 51 of the Annual Report are using two
different data sources and timeframes:

The export figures provided on Page 51 are for the financial year 2022-2023. This
data is sourced from the Ministry’s trade division in Nasinu.

However, the export figures provided in Page 17 are for the calendar year 2022.This
data is sourced from the Fiji Bureau of Statistics.

Therefore the difference is as a result of slightly different calendar periods.

The total import values stated in Page 17 and Page 54 of the Annual Report are using two
different data sources and timeframes:

The import figures provided on Page 54 are for the financial year 2022-2023. This
data is sourced from the Ministry’s trade division in Nasinu.

However, the import figures provided in Page 17 are for the calendar year 2022.
This data is sourced from the Fiji Bureau of Statistics.

Therefore the difference is as a result of slightly different calendar periods.

Page 19 — Summary of 2022 —
2023 Operational Plan
Achievement

Can the Ministry please
elaborate further on the
achievements shown on graph 2
of the Annual Report?

a)

b)

The Ministry’s Strategic Development Plan defines six key Strategic Priorities which are
highlighted in the graph of achievements. When the Ministry formulates its Annual
Operational Plan, each Key Performance Indicator (KPI) is linked to a strategic Priority.
Based on the performance of each KPI, an assessment can be made on the Ministry’s overall
progress against its Strategic Priorities.

Some of the Ministry’s key achievements in 2022-2023 include:

Reviewing the Forest Act 1992 continued in the financial year, and a draft
submission was made to the SG’s office for vetting. Once the amendment to the
Act is endorsed, relevant regulations that have been drafted and reviewed will also
be finalised. These regulations include the Sawmill Regulation and Preservative
Timber Treatment Regulation;

The planting of 4.8 million trees and mangroves as part of Fiji’s 30 Million Trees
in 15 Years (30MT15Y) initiative;

The International Climate Initiative (IKI) Forest and Landscape Restoration project
in the Malolo and Naviti districts in collaboration with the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Vinaka Fiji and Mamanuca Environment
Society became fully operational;

The development of the Nadera Food Forest site in collaboration with Nasinu Town
Council and the Ministry of Agriculture, among others, as the Ministry’s first step
into urban forestry;

The publication of two research pieces on Agathis Macrophylla and selected exotic
timber species and their role in grassland restoration in Fiji;




No. | Question | Ministry of Forestry’s Response o :

e  The establishment of a Climate Smart Agriculture demonstration ploy at Korotari
Forestry Station, launched during the International Day of Forests on 21st March
2023;

e The development of the Ministry’s nursery stock, now standing at over 10,000
seedlings comprising a wide variety of species, reflecting our commitment to
biodiversity;

e  Began consultations to establish a Sandalwood Grower’s and Buyers Association
to revive the Sandalwood industry in Fiji;

e Held inaugural carbon markets strategy roadmap consultation workshops in
collaboration with the Office of the Prime Minister’s Climate Change Division
(CCD) and financially supported by the Australian Government with the assistance
of the Carbon Market Institute (CMI);

e  Achievement of an unqualified audit opinion from the Office of the Auditor-
General for the fourth consecutive period.

6 Page 20 — Development &
Review of legislation, a) Preservative Timber Treatment Regulation and other relevant regulation such as the Sawmill
regulations, policies and plans Regulation are already drafted and reviewed. The Forest Bill 2024 is at its final stages and
will be tabled in Parliament soon. Once endorsed, relevant regulations already drafted and
a) Can the Ministry please reviewed will also be finalised.
provide an update to the
Committee on how soon b) The Climate Change Act 2021 is under the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change.
the Preservative Treatment The Ministry of Forestry’s key role is implementing Part 10 of the CC Act. The Ministry is
Regulation and other awaiting the endorsement of the Part 10 Climate Change regulation in order to facilitate
relevant regulations be carbon trading in Fiji.
finalised and be
implemented as embedded
in the final Forest Act
1992.
b) The Ministry was part of
the consultation on the
drafting of the Climate
change Act. The
Committee noted that the
Act has not been enforced
by the Ministry, can the
Ministry explain the Act
has not been enforced till
today?
7 Page 21 — Table 11 - Forest
Cover and Forest Type The following explanations are provided:
e  Forest Type: This refers to the type of forest in Fiji, based on land elevation. Cloud Forests
What does forest type, total area are forests in the highest elevations of Fiji, while Lowland Forest is in the lowest elevations
and percent relate to as shown of Fiji.
on table 11. Can the Ministry Total area: This refers to the total hectares of land covered by each forest type respectively.
please clarify? Percent: Refers to the proportion of each Forest type out of all of Fiji’s forested areas. For
example, Lowland Forest represents 89.4% of all of Fiji’s Forests.
8 Page 22 — GIS & Mapping

a) How does the Ministry
monitor the mortality of
the planted trees? Can the
Ministry please elaborate?

b)  What is the possibility of
achieving the Ministry’s
goal of 30MT15Y which
falls due in 20307 Is the
Ministry confident of

a)

b)

In the previous financial year, a new Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV)
Guideline was trialled during monitoring assessment. The new MRV is designed to
complement the existing Seedling Production Manual. The new Guideline helps inform the
National Monitoring & Survival Assessment conducted in the Central, Western and Northern
Divisions through the Forest Resource & Assessment & Conservation Division. The
monitoring mechanism is effective in correctly tracking survival rates and mortality. It has
and will enable the Ministry to better focus its planting and beat up efforts.

The Ministry is confident of achieving its goal of 30MT15Y. The Ministry has already
planted more than 19 million trees in total, including 4.8 million in 2022-2023. The Ministry




No. | Question = Mmistry of Forestry’s Rosponse ok, .
achieving this target or ‘will continue to work dlllgently towa:ds achxevmg the target by 2030 and ensurmg hlgh
does the plan need to be survival rate.
extended to meet the
30MTI5Y target bearing in
mind that we have only
achieved 61% in the last 9
(nine) years, leaving alone
the mortality rate?
9 Page 22 — Harvest Area
Report a) The Table provides the hectares of harvested area by quarter, by division. This refers to
forested areas that have been harvested for logs and mostly refers to plantation forestry.
Can the Ministry please
elaborate more on the data b) The planting of trees in logged areas is monitored through the standard MRV process, in
provided for on Table 12? How conjunction with Fiji Pine Ltd and Fiji Hardwood Corporation where their leaseholds are
does the Ministry monitor its relevant.
replanting trees in logged areas?
10 Page 23 — Table 16 Harvesting
Yield by Division The yield table presents the harvested volume per hectare for different license types in three
divisions: Central/Eastern, Northern, and Western. The license types include Free-Issue,
Table 16 is the yield that Mahogany Woodlot, Native, and Pine Woodlot. The table also provides a grand total of harvested
represents the harvest Volume volume per hectare for all license types in each division and for all divisions.
per hectare for different license
types within the 3 divisions. In the Central/Eastern Division, there is no yield reported for Free-Issue and Pine Woodlot license
Can the Ministry elaborate more | types. However, Mahogany Woodlot and Native license types have produced 94.709 and 93.539
on figures shown? volumes per hectare, respectively. In the Northern Division, the Free-Issue and Native license type
has yielded the volume of 44.768 and 44.550 per hectare respectively and both are more than the
Mahogany Woodlots yield of 26.327. The Pine Woodlot license type has yielded the lowest
volume of 10.465 per hectare resulting from 38 licence with only 3,881.428 volume.
The Western Division has only reported yield for the Native license type, which has produced
15.373 volumes per hectare and with no volume records in the TRS for the 5 Pine licence.
Overall, the yield for all license types are quite high except for pine which is certainly very low.
In order to fully and accurately report the yield by Forest type, Operation division needs to
correctly review how data is being captured and the timely submission of report and updating of
all data.
11 Page 24 - Table 17 Species
Harvested in 2022-2023 Before 2023, the Ministry did not have a strategy related to Vaivai. However, due to its current
demand in the market, the Ministry’s research team is currently propagating Vaivai seeds with the
Can the Ministry please explain | objective of assessing growth dynamics and then establishing plantations.
whether there was any strategy
in place for Vaivai planting?
12 Page 27 — Upgrading of CIS

Forest Park

a) Does the Ministry have
programs for students to
visit the Forest Parks and
are these parks safe to
visit?

b)  Are there provisions in
these parks for camping in
nature?

c) What is the involvement of
landowning units to ensure
the continued success of
these parks?

a) The Forest Parks team carry out educational programs for students upon request. These
include educating them about the forest ecosystems and its biodiversity. These students range
from primary to tertiary level students. Before every visit the team assesses the park facilities
to ensure they are safe for students’ use.

b) There are currently no provisions for camping in the parks. This is something that the Ministry
is looking at providing in the future in consultation with relevant stakeholders.

¢) The Ministry engages with landowners by providing employment opportunities in
maintaining the park facilities, as tour guides for visitors and selling handicrafts at the forest
park bure to tourists.




No. | Question Ministry of Forestry’s Response
13 Page 28 — Table 21: Right
Licenses Issued by Divisions (a) The 2022-2023 inconsistency in the royalty components especially in the Northern Division
a) Can the Ministry explain was mainly due to the license types issued and the types of species to be harvested. Free-Issue
the inconsistency in the license, mahogany woodlot and pine woodlot are not subject to royalty payments. Table 13
royalty component shown on page 23 shows that a total of 76 license issued to all the divisions. Out the 76 license
in the table? issued, the Northern Division was issued a total of 38 for pine woodlot and 3 for free-issue
b) Can the Ministry compare license. A majority of the total log productions from the Northern division was from pine
the two tables (table 17 woodlot which are not subject to royalty payments.
page 24 and table 22 page
28) and explain the (b) Table 17, the Harvested Area Report, is based on active licenses which may be issued at any
inconsistency? time in the calendar year. Table 22 captures timber harvests in the calendar year based on cut.
This explains why Table 17 is greater than the figures in Table 22.
14 Page 29 — 30 — Low Recovery
Rate The national average for sawmill recovery stands at 47% for the reporting period while the
highest sawmill divisional recovery is at 56% for the Central division. Native and Fiji Pine logs
What are the options or plans are getting smaller so we expect lower recoveries. The bigger the logs the higher the recoveries
within the Ministry, the loggers | and secondly, Sawmillers are not accounting for the shorts or fall downs because their main
and the saw millers in product is sawn timber.
improving the recovery Therefore to improve recoveries we will need to;
percentage in the trees harvested | ¢ Process bigger logs
and the logs milled? (Improving | o  Account for all the fall downs and shorts
recovery efficiency)
One way to account for fall downs and shorts are to add value by producing furniture so shorts
can be utilized. Secondly, to reduce the number of sawmills so there is less competition and logs
are allowed to grow bigger. Thirdly, full implementation of the diameter limit table so that only
logs with diameters above 40cm are felled and processed.
15 Page 31- Graph 5: Total :
Productions in Financial a) The delay in the harvesting licensing process (processing of E.I.A for harvesting areas) and
Years prolonged wet weather are two of the main contributing factors to the decline of log input to
sawmills. Processing of harvesting license takes months and also logging is prohibited
a) The Committee noted the during wet weather. Sometimes sawmills operate on average for ten (10) to fifteen (15) days
continuous decline in input per month due to log shortage and inclement weather. For other plantation species (i.e. Pine
into timber mills, Can the & Mahogany), this will depend on the operational and harvesting plans or targets for FHCL
Ministry explain? and FPL.
b)  Chips Production - Can
the Ministry also elaborate | b) The availability of matured pine in Fiji continues to impact the overall production level of
on the continuous decline pine chips and will continue to do so in the next five years. However, due to large scale
of chip production and planting that the Ministry and stakeholders have been doing collaboratively, the Ministry
what is the Ministry plan to expects chip production to increase in six years as pine trees mature. Additionally, pine
increase? from Maritime regions will support pine chip production.
16 Page 32- Treatment Plant

Operations

a) What are the measures in
place to ensure the timber
supplied to the consumers
are treated to the optimal
level to serve the purpose
the timber is being used
for?

b) What are the measures in
place to reprimand timber
treatment plant operators
that supply poorly treated
timber?

a) Timber plant operations quality control is carried out through the analyses of charge sheets
and timber samples collected from all treatment plants on a monthly basis. Charge sheets are
validated, and the results are recorded. Timber samples are analysed at the laboratory in
Nasinu on a “user-pay” basis, and reports are sent to plant operators confirming the results of
the analyses. The total number of treated timber samples analysed during the year was 1,693,
with 1,247 samples passing the analysis and penetration tests at an overall passing rate of
64%. Those who do not pass the test are given warning letters and the Ministry timber
inspectors will review and check the timber treatment process of the operator. Additional
measures include the following:

e  Training and certification of treatment plant operators on the approved treatment
processes.

e Awareness through radio talk back shows, advertisement through the local dailies and
through the media on placing treated timber orders and checks to conduct upon
receiving the treated timbers.




No. | Question | Ministry of Forestry’s Response : .

e  Routine monthly collection and analysis of treated timber samples (random selection
by Timber Inspectors) and submission of charge sheets.
Monthly and quarterly monitoring of treatment plants.

e Spot checks on branding and on the spot testing undertaken in timber yards, hard-
wares etc.

e Plant operators conduct treated timber spot checks and brand timber according to the
hazard level being treated.

b) In accordance with the Forests (Preservative Treatment) Regulation 1992, the Ministry
ensures that all license conditions are met before the treatment plant operators are issued
with licenses on an annual basis. Additionally, the Ministry performs quarterly inspections
on all operators to ensure compliance. There is nothing specific in the current regulation or
act to reprimand operators supplying poorly treated timbers.

e  The only measure the Ministry is following is to instruct operators to re-treat timbers
(received through complaints) if not already installed or compensate the buyer if
already installed. The supplier will bear all the costs of removal, labour etc. and this is
reported to the Consumer Council (FCCC) by timber buyers. The FCCC then usually
request our services for the analysis of treatment and reports on which they act on.

e  Continuous breach or sub-standard treatment will result in revocation of treatment
plant license and this is the prerogative of the Conservator of Forests from reports
received after confirmation of inspections by Timber Inspectors.

e  If must be emphasized that there is no law that mandates all timber be treated and that
the wrong end use of treated timbers can also lead to deterioration.

17 Page 33 — Monitoring,

Compliance and Surveillance

a) Forany forest offenses, the logging contractor would be penalised according to the provisions

a) What is being done to the in the Forest Act 1992. Two instances of illegal logging were uncovered within Central
logging contractors who do Division during the year. This led to significant fines for the responsible companies.
not meet the compliance Improvement notices can also be issued to contractors for manageable breaches.
level required?

b)  What is the Ministry doing | b) Under the provisions of the Forest Act 1992, landowners retain customary rights to fell trees
to enable landowners to on their land for their own use. However, if the trees are for commercial purposes, landowners
fell trees for their lumber will need to obtain licenses and follow all procedures.
use? (In ensuring
compliance with EIA and ¢) The following high value trees are being researched by the Ministry:
setting up precedence to e  Sandalwood: The Ministry is facilitating the establishment of a national
remove bureaucracies and Sandalwood Growers and Buyers Association with the aim of creating a forum to
absurd expenses? consult and inform sandalwood growers and stakeholders. Additionally, the

¢) What is the Ministry's Ministry has updated the National Sandalwood Database. To date, the Ministry has

position in terms of
research and monitoring of
introduced plantations of
high-value trees such as
but not limited to
sandalwood, agarwood and
teak wood?

registered more than 500 sandalwood farmers through the Sandalwood
Development Project and continues to engage in large scale planting of sandalwood
to increase the stock.

e Agarwood: The trial Agarwood plot was re-visited and assessed seven years after
planting. The average survival rate exceeded 75% for all treatment types.
Permanent Sample Plots (PSPs) are established within plantations as part of the
Reforestation in Degraded Forest Monitoring Program. Monitoring will include
assessment of growth dynamics, pest and disease infestation or resilience, as well
as below ground impact in terms of soil microbial activity and nutrient composition
and competition. Furthermore, the Ministry have established relationship with
Mataqali Nacobicibici, Nasavusavu village, Ra to support agarwood research
which includes monitoring of growth to its utilization.

e  Teak: Teak is one of the species identified for the Ministry’s planting programs
under the RDF project. Additionally, research has also been conducted on timber
properties of Teak in Fiji.
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Pa 36 —Blue Carbon

Projects

a) The Committee took note
of the blue carbon project
mangrove restoration,
however, the Committee
would like to know
whether the Ministry have
data for its targets and
achievements during this
period?

b) There were major concerns
on the mangrove seedlings

project in Navitilevu Bay
Ra which is still awaiting
the Ministry’s input. Can
the Ministry explain?

a)  As part of the Ministry’s contribution to the Blue Carbon initiative, the Ministry planted a
total of 158,673 seedlings covering a total area of 11.23 hectares in 2022-2023. This is the
achievement for the whole of Fiji.

b) In partnership with Conservation International, the Ministry contributes to the Mangrove
replanting in Navitilevu bay through the provision of mangrove seedlings and technical
support.
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Page 37 - Seed Collection 2022

-2023

The Committee noted there
were 212.08 kg seeds collected
and only 24. 001kg was
processed, sowed, and
germinated. Can the Ministry
explain the low utilisation?

The 212.08kg figure provided in the report refers to the fruit weight, inclusive of seeds. Upon
drying and processing of these fruits, 24.001kg of dry seeds were acquired and further processed
through pre-treatment for sowing and germination. This explains the difference in the figures
provided.
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consecutive period.

Quest-iDewvweb opment and Review of Legislation,

The Preservative Timber Treatment Regul ati o
Regul ation are already drafted and reviewed. TI
Parl i ament soon. Onctea oennsd oarl sreeda,d yr edlreavf a netd raengdu Ir:

e Act 2021 is under the Minist
y role is implementing Part 1(
he Part 1é&r Ctl o mfad @i ICihtaantgee & arghud

Cli mate Chan
of Forestry's Kk
endor sement of t

9
e

Quest-Fomedt Cover and Forest type.

The foll owing explanations were provided by

A Forest type refers to the type of forest ir

the highest elevation in Fiji, while Lowlan

A Tot al area refers to the total hectares of

refers to the proportion of each forest typ

Forest represent 89 .tdedpearrceeanst. of al | of Fij

Quest-iGdrs &nd Mapping

I n the previous financi al year, a new Monit
during monitoring assessment as we have previo
the existing Seedling Prnofdoucm i mnr M¥atuiad n aaln dMow
Assessment conducted in our Divisions. We thin
tracking survival rates and mortality. It bat
up efforts as we move into the new year.

The Ministry is confident of achieving i1ts
has already planted more than 19 million trees
million trees in 2022yt owi2023Xxoaltamai.e tDhevoMikni
target by 2030 and ensuring a high survival ra
on track to meet that target.

Quest-Hamv@st Area Reports
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The table provided in the report has hectar

forested areas that have been harvested for | c
mahogany plantatioms] oghle @rematsi ng omonti t ®e £ di
in conjunction with the Fiji Pine Limited and F

Quest rwaar MdOst i ng Yield by Division

The yield table presents the harvested vol ur

-Central, Eastern, Northern ands¥eetemahogamg N\
and pine woodl ot . (drhend atbdtealal sfo Iparowa gdteesd avol u
in each division and for all/l di vi si ons.

I n the Central/ Eastern Divigisceune tmer @i in® wo
types. However, mahogany woodl ot and native | i«
hectare respectively.

Il n the Northearsms ul2i vainsdi onna,t ifvreeel i cense types
44.55 per hectare respectively, and both are m
woodl ot | icense types Havud .viesdl ped thtee tlacwee s tr ey
only 3.881 vol ume.

The Western Division has reported yield f
vol umes per hectare and with no volume recor

Overall, the yield for all/l |l i cence types ar
order to fully and accurately report the yield
i's being capturegdsamii eass omes wlherteipmelt and upd

Quest rYmecliles Har-2@88ed in 2022

This is a question specificalaliwlaaelt angd o, :
the Ministry did novtaihvaaiewavet fategytoelasedut
Ministry's research twainvaeéesdscuwirtehnttl hye paojpeaqtai
dynamics and then establishing plantations pot

Quest rwmgri@di ngSwya Eolest Park

The Forest Parks team do carry out educatior

educating them about forest ecosystems and its
|l evel students. Befemrse seueirey pwairki tf ,actiHa ttieasmtas
use.

There are currently no provisions for campi
Park which was only opened | ast Friday. We hop!
i s something that theediwmiisnhgycaons$ll tbaet iloon kwint
| andowner s.
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The Mi ni st

ry currently engages with | andow
mai ntaining the

park facilities, as tour guide
tourists.

Quest rWIiNgHt3 Licences | ssued by Divisions

There is a slight inconsistency in the Roya
especially in the Northern Division, I's mainly
harvested.

Fr€4esue | icense, mahogany woodl ot and pine
13 on Page 23 of the Annual Report shows that ¢
the 76 |l icenses Iissuedsutlde aNowotaeér mfDIi3BIi-5®00e
|l icence. A majority of the total | og producti o
are not subject to royalty payments.

Table 17, the Harvested Area Report, I's bas:e
the calendar year.

Table 22, captures timber harvesters in the
greater than the figures in Table 22.

Quest tloomw 1Recovery Rates

The national average of sawmill recovery cur
the highest sawmill division recovery is at 56
getting small er soovewmey erxgteecst. iTthse |boiwgegre rr etche | o

And secondly, sawmillers are not currently :
product is sawn timber. Therefore, to I mprove I

AProcess bigger |l ogs; and

AAccount for all the fall downs and shorts.

One way to account for fall downs and short
be utilised. Secondly, to reduce the number of
grow bigger which wirldc dwerny hredtpe .t oT hinrpdlow,e ftuhl:
limit table so that only |l ogs with diameters at
wi || be felled and processed.

Quest itoomt all5 Productions in Financi al Year s

The delay in the harvesting |icence proces:¢
Assessment for harvesting areas, and prolonged
decline of |l ogging infpubhanwe staiwmmg | Il isc e n cPer otceelks e
prohibited during wet weather. Someti mes sawmi
| og shortage and inclement weather. Foms owiheér dp
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on the operational and harvesting plans or tat
Limited.

The availability of matured pine in Fiji cor
and wi || continue to do so over the next five
and stakehol ders ldbwe aieerlgngadhed Mimiacalrly exp:
in six years as matured pine trees are ready.
mari time pine scheme will support pine chip pr

Quest iFTorne altbment Pl ant Operati ons

Ti mber Pl ant Operations Quality Control i s
ti mber samples collected from all treatment pl
results are recorded.t Ttihrebelrabscarmgtl cergya wirre aMansail rgu
are sent to plant operators confirming the resit
anal ysed during the year was 1,693 twiboh fe#3. s

an overall passing rate of 64 percent. Those wh
ti mber inspectors wil!/l review and check the ti
includkl oweng:

ATraining and cert
A Awareness through
media on placing
ARoutine monthly ¢
l nspectors) and s

t

r

cation of treatment pl
di o talk back shows, a
ated timber orders and
ection and analysis of
i ssion of charge sheet
y monitoring of treatm
ing and on the spot te

AMonthly and quar
ASpot checks on b
and

APl ant operators conduct treated timber spo
being treated.

Il n accordance with the Forest (Preservative

all license conditions are met before the treat
Additionally, the IMininstpreyc tpieornfsoroms aglulardapar at c
there is nothing specific in the current regul
ti mber s

The only measure the Ministry is cureantity
(received through compl aints) i f not already i
supplier wildl bear alklt thkekéetecastandfthemoval rebp:
ti mber buyers. The Fijian Competition and Cons
services for the analysis of treatment and rep:¢

Conti nuous -sbtreemadcahr do rt rseuadbt ment wi | | result in
and this is the prerogative of the Conservato
inspections by Timber I nspectors.

It must be emphasised that there is no | aw
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wrong end use of treated ti mbers can also | ead

Quest rMmNnilt7or i ng, Compliance and Surveill anc
For any forest offenses, the |l ogging contr at
Forest Act 1992. Two instances of ill egal |l ogg
This | ed to signifilceandonip anreise sf.orl ntphreo vreanemad n sn

contractors for manageabl e breaches.

Under the provisions of the Forest Act 1992,
l and for their own use. However, if the trees
|l icences and follow all procedures.

The foll owing high values trees are being |

ASandal wood

The Ministry is facilitating the establi
Association with the aim of creating a forum t
Additionally, the Ministry has updated the I
registered more than 50 Samdal wood DawvménoPp mem

to engage in | arge scale planti
AAgarwood
The trial Agaviwoiodegp| andwasseesed seven year
rate exceeded 75 percent for all/l treat ment
within pl antations as partFoofest heMoReéet or e s
Moni toring wil!/ include assessment of growt
as wel |l as below ground i mpact in terms of
competition. B wunri tsht eerymohraev,e tehset aNbl i shed r el at
Nasavusavu Vill age, Ra to support agarwood
utilisation.
ATeak
Teak is one of the species identified for t|
Additionally, research has also been conduc:

Quest r®Blnuet8Car bon Projects

As part of the Ministrybés contribution to the
seedlings covering a to2®@23.arkehi fi dlt 28 delktit av

I n partnership with Conservation International
Navitilevu Bay through the provision of mangr o
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Quest rY9emed 9Col I-2@283o0on 2022

The discrepancy in the figure provided is bec:
refers to the fruit weight, inclusive of seeds.
of dry seeds wer eocaecsgsue o etdhrracadgrne ngrteher powi ng

explains the difference in the figures provide:

That 0

concludes the questions based on the s
respond and |

handover back to the honourabl e

DEPUTY CHAI RFER8®N.you for the submission a

information for us to digest. Now we wi || star
all ocation and expendituyer sactiwvint yPadm mesa dti Hoet
of resource owners engaged in the cottage i ndu
activities that are involved in the cottagaricr
owners or LOUs in terms of training?

MS. S-MriL.ALDeputy Chairman, through you, | wi
clarification on that gquestion. We have cottage

1QVer baMiim stry of Forestry
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the past 10 years and

been assisting them for
the Committee Members.

explain in detail to

MR. T. -BIULAIDeputy Chair man, i f I may t hr ouc
utilization of waste wood project. To make it
stations that are currenwwlrypyomanagaedlLbyi tkd. Fi T
targeting the waste or wood residues that are
pl antation The programme for the cottage giondu
through all the wood processing aspects from se
And then they move on to our Timber I ndustry T
Right now we have fQhnuer icso nanhurneiatdyy cboep thagq érsexge sw kel
working on the other three. So, basically aftert
one year where we train them and ncaorkteitnueritgohtt r
established a major market with Courts Fij.i Li
are actwually building on that and the aim now
branddd jasana made brand.

The plan is, after one year, they shoul d be
subsidies with a total of $200, 000 which can |
machinery) where they camatstwethavd mowhis, The
place to establish their workshop. That is whe
this year or | ate | ast year, one of themhevasarh
based in one of the old Ministry of Youth wor
wor kshop at the moment. So to us, that iIs an a
ministries, especRatbhly thei Mgntetggt fbhem to a
terms of the construction of wor kshops for th
currently have in the Ministry at the moment.

DEPUTY CHAI RR&RSDNwi |l |l open the floor to thi

HON. K. V-ViRAktihr ough you, Mr. Deputy Chair me
morning. First of all, PS, reading through your
in the report I's the focus ofutt hoef Minnd usstbroyu s si
programme t ha were initiated through the Mini
l and out there’> What is the programme? awWhbautd giest
the 1.1 million to assist those | andowners out
depleting; sawn timbers ar-<l.depridtliimgn. hHaw ad ce s\

MS. S-MiLALDeputy Chairman, through you, | ju
Ravu has asked th team. This issue on the pl al
prerogative of the Iwannedroswnaerres .i nvtaesrtral syd,reatplien IAahic
that have been clekhkaepdaatatnonmal dpl 0s e dt erono,p st
return on investments is faster. mWaeghawnd Wwenar
with agriculture as well. There is a project i
eight years and it i's about US$31 million. We
| andowdersntegrated far mi ng. kS3op#& atnhteayt iwiinlsl. c\Wen f
is a | ot of Il and area in Fiji. Grassl ands, as
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pl ants or native trees growing on grasslands i s
is 70 percent to 80 percent. Native timbers ar
in grasslands. Hoiwetv,erSi rwe anadk ewey owirl Ipoactual |
budget year on how we can aggressively address

HON. K. V- ThAwWwk you, Madam PS. Through y «
suppl ementary question for Question 1. Thank vy«
fruit trees, just a broad bpalsaent i nhi3O0stmitlalrigoent i
of 15 vyears, did the Ministry include fruit tr
fruit trees can establish a million dol | arcuilndu
to prepare a budget because this is a big indu
you see a breadfruit tree, you see an industry
with the Mintiwrte?y for Agri cul

MS . S-Déplty Chair man, through you, I j ust
Sir, for asking that question again. I recal |
Mi ni ster. He actualiloyn maasd eweulsl .t hSinnkc @ nhitsh atte rdm:
closely with the Ministry for Agriculture to d
that forest on their own wil/| have er eatpuprrnosa chu t
Ministry needs to take. We agree that we need
identify pilot sites that we can actually show
from our tfeor Marn uMiwaiss t o have this integrated
started it, but we wish to see it as a commerci
in the market and it growd Wwestit fwot hsasmdhalawoo d
t he way forward for the future. Absolutely agr e

HON. K. V. RAVU. Deputy Chairman, my | ast que
what | have seen in the Report that you have $:
am sorry to mentionat htilsat Itismpe kteo wiindhr ¢ d&aee PtOh
budget now should be a $300 million budget. Ag
million budget. The natur al resource®90bmddgeéi o
utilization rate is | ow, and $10 million from

million, I think that is matching. The more bu
means we giivlel iyoonu, $Me0 want $30 million back t o

MS. S.-DeppAlty Chairman, through you, Sir, cor

HON. V. -DNATuH.y Chairman, through you, a supp
guestion. Thank you, PS, for your comprehensi ve
native trees is very |oewmoWeubd ybatBelablilée tb
reason why the survival l evel i's very |l ow?

MS . S-De ALty Chairman, through you, actuallly

you see the forestry started in the 1930s and
native trees and tlwe $Sorviwhat waet havewefeusti blt
their natur al range, survival iI's very |l ow. As
fertilizer) to add into the soilwitlol emrmaddcithca tt. h
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at are required, that would be a better way
ey are exposed and i f you Il ook in a natur al
gger trees, wher expocmrdbadarme elxamae meist And you
en | ot of rainy weather. The difference b
cr ed. That is why there i s moree ei mpsacmo roen
tu y falling down onto bare | and. That al st

The other th g Iis grassland fires. Grassl a
anted. So it a combination. The site is n
bare | and, on glryasmsdta.n dWe nlda vseo meet gprrtoebda b a s s
r grasslands, so we only invest in those seed
e forestry, we just keep managongi hhemt odbale
at is supposed to be forest | and. We ar e ha\
high mortality and how do we address that i :

i n
i s

HON. V. -DeApTuH.y Chairman, a supplementary que
trees in 15 years is also outsourced to the cor
you have any monitorimgi @oinead,s wherm hyywusgmudty
pl antation, |ike which environment 1 s most suif
you ever checked with the type of soifrtoaed?tri

MS. S-YdsAL.we have been doing that. We have
the Ministry for Agriculture as they have the
years for those areas.

HON. J. R-D&®OELEW. Chairman, through you, ther:e

in the Annual Report. Just my interest having s
in Drawa that | ooks after carbon trading.

My question, is the Ministry highly recomme:i
whet her there are sufficient economic returns

MR. T. -BdpAty Chairman, regarding carbon tr:

aware that the Ministry of Forestry fully supp
aware, we have compl et edi & hteh R ErDdDard iPr eosgs apnmaes ew.
Emi ssion Reduction Programme, the agreement wa:
moment. We are trying to progress work under t|
menti oned about Part 10 under the Climate Chan:q
shelved by the Ministry of Environment . That i

trading of carbon isClciomatredChandgee ARatr.t We hoav e
written t &etnteeg a3dlsi Oiftftorce. We have offered ot h

carbon trading. We have proposed t hee cuasne goof athf
the trading of carbon rather than waiting for |
are stildl waiting for a | eGealercdcissiOdrf icre.t Wet
confir mattioom ebcweti vyeeta f or mal confirmation in th
but now we are working very closely with Fij.i
already have their | ease | Waedhawe alrsowoomkphgt
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their emission reduction units which has alrea
inviting them to come in and be part of this p
confirmation to thdaPewmacaemt gfeahetdr witfottha

MS. S.-Deppwty Chairman, through you, i1 f | may
Live and Learn, t hat i s also a carbon mar ket m
Ministry is doing under RERD+ il®ota odorhpelgiadnde s
addressed before we are able to trade carbon.

Vol untary markets have different criteria ar

to put in place |ike a registry. The whol e na
has been traded andtthke clhenmemhi t $ eshatSogothadk it
able to get something rolling out this year f ol

HON. Il . TUIMAdAdmEmEVRS, my concern is the prese
|l s there a way in the Ministry where they cl os:
mar ket ?

MS S.-Depluy Chair man, through you, I wi ||
specifically wil!/l request the Conservator to a:
the industry in that area.

Sir, just to answer that question, recently
to the Ministry of Forestry where if all ti mbe
i ssue here is thambweswit hbhtoalg tesatede AlIl th
They can also sell their timber green and it i
is treated then we have a g@ewvedisng hatl ¢ heWe aaree

Under the Preservative Treatment Regul ati ons
But the question is on whether you treat it or
trees that ar e htaerdv.e sPteerdh ahpasv el tcoa nb ea stkr etah e Co n s

your gquestion.

MR. T. -B¥pALty Chair man, i foo may, through vy
i nformation of the Committee Members, the Mini
We do not regulate the timbenr pledmat | epesr.atldr $ s
monitoring. Every quarter we undertake monitor.|
samples and its sent to our | aboratoryni of Naéi
through that analysis to confirm the hazard | e\

However, in terms o
advising them on the d
posters and al so pamph

f retailers, we have gon
i fferemsede®eveWs addvitd anbtel
hetms t ol eldaellcia¢e e tthlee comis u

there at times to assist. Al so, what we have r
still have that culture of people tryimgtitmbenre,
cannot compromise. You need to |l ook at where yo
of chemical i's these.f 8o that parwhetul we bade
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wor ki
i t

Not

o o

S

(¢}

ng very c¢closely with retailers, we tend toc
heir budget. As mentioned by, Madam PS, t
all timber s tarde slup pdoespeedn dtso obne wthreerae 1t i s

DEPUTY CHAI RPERSONel ating to that question,

e Ministry has mentioned that they can go to
at preventative measurestbah thesdi supptyetasa
h t treat ment me
d?

oncer-bheoias$l ux of termite iIinfections. Do yol
houl d be treatedtsnent hatft dthalteagoetr stome iisn\pe ot e

Do you not think that the answer is on the 't
he consumers? | f you give them an option of ur
nd go for untreatewitimbestbtutheimamer eonBut i f
he hardwood which normally does not get treate
ntegrity of the building. Doegmlue nwdultdhim& agrh
nsuring that these timbers are treated and t ht

MR. T. -B¥pAty Chair man, | totally agree wit
mpact of termite infestation that we are curr
ooking at two things atatmentmomeetkndMuenhhat 1
olution to protect timber from termite infest:
vel . For exampl e, i f it 1s H3, it shoullfd iotnli

be used in the ground content, thenhowaui mavr

d also for EFL posts

The other option that we are now | ooking at
at I s an area that we are also considering t
otected from terdnitt@sr aiMag btehaevef lwodds nefe our
eas that are well known where termites are 1ic¢c
. But, right now, | think we wihat nieted st oa emu
e only treated timber.

Il n terms of cost, one of the major costs nov
bsidy in place to subsidize the cost of <cherm
n consider to assist in that regard.

DEPUTY CHAI RPERSEOBNOt her comment . The pine
specially in the |ivestock sector, there have
osts supplied to them prsopgéeiralty.t hWiyt hairne ap ofsetws
own and their whole investment, the investment
he i nvestment is in the barbed wir et haen df eontchee rf
he crops are damaged, and |ivestocks are | ost.
hat are supplied to the farmers in the agricil
uppliermpd ywlpmsdspto the | ivestock sector have
h
h
e
n

ctor are adhering to the rig
vest ment of farmers are uphel
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MR. T. -BD@lpAlty Chair man, j ust to respond t
menti oned, we are trying very hard to strengt
monitoring and collection of sampl es.

On the same note we are also undertaking aw

Tal k Back Shows where we are informing the publ
t hem. They can come abmestapntl whecpnstbeakdt ht
That i s something we do free of charge because
the site. We cut the end of the post sanbdeendat rse
not. That is something that we are doing at t hi

We are also working closely with the compani
exampl e, the Ministry of Agriculture is also o
working closely with ft hPegw.i cuBedfuaree ptulrec hMisreiss tpr
asking for our Timber I nspectors to check the t

Il n regards to complaints, you mentioned rigft
nds of projects. However, in all the cases tF
ve been successfuttoimemledade ngl It hteh &€ otmpralme re st |
sts. But |ike you said, other costs I|like inst
t ween FCCC and the compl ai namte.t tBuwtt, roemp | cawcre
e cases that we have dealt with.

T OT o X
> ®® o0 9 —

|l ementary gque
u have just m

p
0
e mmii enrosr  wshterruec tyt
F?

HON. V. -DeAdTuH.y Chairman, a sup
it is a very valid topic which vy
Category 5 Tropical Cyecluosneeds ,byt ht
Did you do any submission to NBC

MR. T. -BULAI with regards to NBCF, our s ubmi

treat ment . The treat ment i's on H2 to H6 but f
because the grading rul els gtrhaadti nwge rcuulrer.e nSol yw huesr
t hey use mparcahdinreg stulessss. |t is a totally differ
and also the species that -weerscommend for tho:

HON. V.-INATTMH.sorry, Deputy Chairman, | just t
vi ewers are watching this I|Iive, so | thought t
whenever they buil d &toeauds etsi, mht ehre.y chasn yuosue nhehnet it
they come into contact with soil. And when you
| believe, you just mentioned. Sir,s H7h ea nwdh oal beo

of my question, Deputy Chair.

HON. J.R-TN®OCHEAestion is perhaps on TMA ac:«
Secretary for Finance | ast week during our del
that all MA accounts are rogptdyouwm.ar eNodwoiwnd hi
some of e products that you are doing out of

[

T
t h
you are stildl carrying on with selling of thos:
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MS . S-De ALty Chairman, through you, what we
cottage industries. We train them so that they
its own furniture andgséluhdt hdmaandshahe @dureo
that they become commerci al

HON. V. -PNATH.I congratul ate your team for fo
egistered more than 500 s amdalewdad efsarwhearcsh. yTot
n your presentation. Whheen Kiomug 'mo VRO ad oaurndi rFitjh
ee a | ot of sandal wood trees being planted. Wc
o plantvdlhee et hegdh, they use the rights sypdciods
alue. Which nor mal species you would recommen
now there are places which you have already a
ur people whoahd, nowhahawawevmeehwloul d you gi ve

oOox< —~wn —=

MS. S-De@pdty Chairman, throu you, | just v
he third | argest commodity, th is from the |
tart developing sandalWogpgdaoscef weebadr dioneTh
andal wood. There ar e peEnhgllaircsthtTianldasnigtuhaagte afroer oault
O use on how they can raise sandal weacdlwalveerre
n sandal wood as well as assisting farmers, es
mentioned the species to be used, actually it
sandal wood YasiasgiarSa , mriahiat iuamm ey atshie Fi j i an san:i
wel | i n dry areas. The oahtal omeha lcliwasii swgh altdei wag
brought in through Lakeba from | ncdi a,ybtrhat bernao
t wo actually grows faster and it grows in othert
sandal wood data with us but the planters do no
maps belcoatusoef at hefts are occurring. There i1 s a
seven to eight years, that wil!/l be a booming i

g
a

-~ =

O~ wnw wn —+

We have established the Sandal wood Far mer s
mat ur e, we have the strategy and the regul ati ¢
We should be able to geidihleramddt hwvearl uleo dkyi negx t fr a
through a third party, so theredeastit udtiglherand

environment. You do not need big machi eé¢$ medtiha
guaarmd a | ot of other crop species. I think for
recommend al l |l andowners, farmers to go into, ¢
are | arge term, s aunnd aal nwdo otdh eins ysoour th aovfe at hmee dcir o p

As mentioned by honourable Ravu, integrated
agriculture and forestry. It wi || al gerbre i qoredt
And also it wildl pm odlesd odoarcasohodms t@madiweg .c aSc
integrated farming. There are a | ot of sandal w
|l ot of people have planted it.

DEPUTY CHAI RPER&ON. just got two parting 1 S:¢
survi val rat e, as you have said 46 percent . S

17Ver baMiim stry of Forestry
Wednesdmegb. 192025



am | correct in assuming that we wil/ only have
have planted? Am |I <correct in assuming it or | ¢

MS. S.-Deplwty Chairman, currently we have pl .

years. So, 63 percent of our target has been u
of |l essons | earnt. DbDMhialtdiweg aore tdlmatngl e $so0mwe Wa e
and mahogany plantations as our future timber s
Fiji Hardwood and Fiji Pine Liminddmahogheyr su

is quite high, 70 percent to 80 percent.

On the native species, our strategy is to dc
integrated farming with the fruit trees. There
Thursday and-drRaryi dveoy kisrhoartwed aff on what woul d
mortality issues, as wel |l as what Fiji needs.
ti mber I's quite high. We stildl need tai vkeerespi ti
conservation purposes, we will still do native
five years |l essons | earnt and we will try to di

DEPUTY CHAI RPERBKONYyOU. The | ast one is whe
someone read through it to ensure that it is w
because your annual repomtumbiema mpaigalss aire imm S& i

the even numbers are there and there are a f e
Commi ttee's recommendation is, please get BOmMme
only circulated within the Ministry but outsi dt¢

MS. S.-Tha&ank you, Deputy Chairman. Your coOmme
in the next financi al report that we wil|l be pi

HON. I TUIDMAD LtEWUChai rman, my | ast my quest
and report its contribution to GDP and what spc¢

MR. R. DOND&EHWIEY Chairman, the figures provi

Fiji Bureau of Statistics who are responsi bl e
direct contribution, they faresjtuyt anal ¢dwlgagt ency |
not quite capture the full scope of forestry’' s
|l oggi ng. 't also includes somaddadufacturing il

On that basis, on Table 6, Page 16, we provi
the size of their contribution to GDP and perc:¢
This year, we willh cruebresitd g reo ges sn gwitthhr otulge F
capture forestry's contribution to GDP.

HON. V. -PNBATHyou mentioned the | ogging of pi |
managed, the wastage is minimum. However, in t
of wastage there. Il s the team monitoring?

18Ver baMiim stry of Forestry
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MS. S-Dde ALty Chairman, through you, as you Kk
and Forestry is now the Chairman of the Mahoga
revi ewed. The Fiji For eotg akhgt pwantmdti oemrsf drecedi
the Act on the mahogany plantations. So we are
to inspect mahogany plantations and ther eptlrynt
| egi sl ation is under review and we hope that t|
this Act does not apply to any mahogany | ease
we can | egal |l yFaroe sath dAcetn fiomrtce tthheese mahogany pl
after being tabled in Parliament.

DEPUTY CHAI RPE&SKONyou, honourable Members. T
any final comments before we conclude?

MS . S.-Deputy Chair man, through vyou, and on
Forestry, | just want to take this opportunity
on Natur al Resources. Havdnf§fehesate peatepeaecti ovn:
we appreciate it. We appreciate the questions
recommended. We wi | | try and i mprove on ptord s
moving on.

DEPUTY CHAI RPERMSQGM. to sincerely thank you
submi ssion meeting today. We thank you for yol

Commi ttee has any fu
dayinaka .vakal evu

The

Commi ttee adj

19Ver baMiim stry of For
Wednesdmegb. 192025

rther gyeurepaohitche@eamatomner

ourned at 12.07 p. m.
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Graph 1: Budget Allocation & Expenditure

20202021

mBudget Allocation

Period

W Budget Expenditure

176

2022-2023
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Industry by economic activity 2020 2021r 2022p
FID % FD % FID %
[Millions] Contribution [Millions] Contribution [Millions] Contribution

to Real GDP to Real GDP to Real GDP

Forestry and logging industry
Manufacturing industry

Sawmilling and planning of 60.0 0.7 55.3 0.7 49.9 0.5
wood

Manufacture of products of 221 0.2 215 0.3 214 0.2
wood, cork, straw and plaiting

material

Manufacture of pulp, paper 2.3 0.0 22 0.0 2.0 0.0
and paperboard

Manufacture of corrugated 116 0.1 11.6 0.1 10.7 0.1

paper and paperboard and of
containers of paper and

paperboard

Manufacture of other articles 24.0 0.3 22.0 0.3 19.4 0.2
of paper and paperboard

Manufacture of Furniture 6.4 0.1 6.2 0.1 5.9 0.1
Total 151.9 1.4 153.0 1.9 140.4 1.4

Source: Fiji Bureau of Statistics, 2023
Notes: r - revised; p - provisional
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Domestic Exports of Wood Products
2020

Product 2021p 2022p

Value FI$ Million

222 ROKALIE NBYIFAYSR
6bnpdn YAffAZYyOo 27
2F SELRNIG RFEGIF

5840NALIs2Y YR /2RAYT

Total Domestic Export 1,146.2 1,251.5 1,373.8
Wood and articles of wood 76.6 118.5 93.0
Of which
- Wood in chips or particles 55.4 74.8 49.0
- Mahogany 9:2 14.8 22.4
Source: Fiji Bureau of Statistics, 2023
p - provisional
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Imports of Wood Products

Product

Total Imports 3,754.3

2021p
Value FI$ Millio

5

4,484.9 6,598.6

I Wood and articles of wood ] 19.4 I

18.4 36.3 |

Source: Fiji Bureau of Statistics, 2022
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STRATEGIC GOALS (S.G.)
$.G.1 Establish sustainable life cycle management of forest resources in Fiji.

$.G.2 Improve the socio-economic impact of forests.
$.G.3 Contribute positively to the global environment.

$.G.4 Substantially improve service delivery.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES (S.P.

S.P.1 Cohesive legislation, regulation, policy, guidelines and compliance
SP1 is geared towards articulating a consistent, long-term approach with regard to legislation, regulation, policy,
and compliance mechanisms associated with forests and forestry.

S.P.2 Enhance sustainable forest management frameworks and implementation of Sustainable Forest Management
(SFM)
SP2 is about establishing precise, sustainable impl ion mechanisms for forest strategies to be effective over
a long period of time.

S.P.3 Capacity building (Ministry & Stakeholders)
SP3 focuses on bringing theory into practice. The Ministry will lead the way in analysing the capacity and
capabilities necessary to achieve the desired outcomes of the sector and engage its personnel, infrastructure,
partners and communities in developing research and knowledge necessary to achieve the best outcomes for now
and the distant future.

S.p.4 Stewardship
S.P. 4 is about commitment to stewardship of national resources and the moral obligation towards global
environmental responsibilities and commitments.

S.P.5 Forest financing
SP5 is all about looking at, developing, improving and/or implementing financial strategies and mechanisms to
support the sustainable management of forests.

S.P.6 Organisation effectiveness
SP6 focuses on the Ministry itself. It looks at the capacity and the capability of the Ministry to produce what it has
set as its goals. It seems at efficiency in terms of personnel processes and includes information management. It
ensures that the Ministry is positioned to attain what it has set out to achieve within the context of people,
information and infrastructure.
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Graph 2: 2022-2023 Achievement according to Strategic Priorities
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Oiviss Quarterly Harvested Area by Division (Ha)
o 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter Grand Total
Central/Eastern Division 9.24 2.01 10.78 18.36 40.39
Northern Division 179.27 49.5 61.65 212.42 502.84
Western Division 70.82 206.82 85.51 46.15 409.3
Total Areas 259.33 258.33 157.94 276.93 952.53
[AOSYyasS ¢eliclof[SAOSWaS ¢e1JS o0& 5AQBAaA2ya
St Mahogany Pine
Division Free-Issue Woodlot Woodlot Grand Total
Central/Eastern Division 1 6 7
Northern Division 3 2 6 38 49
Western Division 15 5 20
Grand Total 3 2 27 44 76
byydzkt 1T FNB|¢lof!S yydt £ | F NBWSEGSR ! NBI o6& wSLKH
Area Harvested By License Type (Ha)
Division Mahogany < Pine
Free-Issue Woodlot Native Woodlot Grand Total
Central/Eastern Division 2.52 37.87 40.39
Northern Division 15.56 27.96 91.14 370.89 505.55
Western Division 357.06 49.53 406.59
Grand Total 15.56 30.48 486.07 420.42 952.53
+2fdzYS [AOS|¢l ot+x2tdxyS [ AO0SyasS c¢eLls

TRS Volume By Licence Type (m?)

Dhviskon Free-Issue Aerogaay Native P Grand Total
Woodlot Woodlot

Central/Eastern Division - 238.668 3,542.350 - 3,781.018

Northern Division 696.596 736.127 4,060.341 3,881.428 9,374.492

Western Division = 5,489.304 = 5,489.304

Grand Total 696.596 974.795 13,091.995 3,881.428 18,644.814

Note: exclude some of the volume Pine Woodlot that are not captured in the TRS

| I NSasy3

¢ of B MPSaday3IAPASARYy AR

Yield by Licence Type (Vol/Ha)

Division

Mahogany

Pine

Free-Issue Woodlot Native Woodlot Grand Total
Central/Eastern Division - 94.709 93.539 - 93.612
Northern Division 44,768 26.327 44.550 10.465 18.543
Western Division - - 15.373 - 13.500
Grand Total 44,768 121.037 153.464 10.465 125.657
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¢2L3 mn {LSO|¢tof 62 mmySy {1I5O0AS3 mhNBSadGSRY |
speces —————_TotalVolume(m) |
Vaivai 6,188.272
Pine 3,881.428
Dakua Makadre 1,480.155
Kaudamu 1,329.355
Kauvula 1,174.125
Damanu 1,032.455
Mahogany 974.795
Yasiyasi A 354.658
Vesi 313.946
Dakua Salusalu 271.71

C2NBaid tFN]|¢KS YIAYiSyryOS 2F ylI GdaNB IyR T4
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Divisions No. of R.L. Total Log Productions Total Royalty ($) Total Fees ($)
issued

Northern 11 4,795.779 67,962.44 $91,941.31
Central/Eastern 1 3,419.535 147,937.27 $17,097.69
Western 13 4,147.297 144,466.90 $10,305.24
Total 25 12,362.611 360,366.61 119,344.24

|  N¥Saeay3d h|Ly GK&nuoanHylFyOAlft &SINE GKS
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License static

Northern
8

Western
9

Central Eastern
5

Total
22

License portable

7

3

6

16

Input

13,632.53

100,569.62

14,637.018

128,839.16

Output

6,467.85

45,479.20

8,163.421

60,110.47

Recovery

48%

45%

56%

47%
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No. Subject

Remarks

L

Public finance and accounts

v' Responded to the Public Accounts Committee (PAC), Internal Audit

management

and External Audit Queries and resolved all previous year’s audit
queries.

Received an unqualified audit report from Office of Auditor General
for the last 3 financial years 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021 - 2022.
All reconciliations submitted to Min of Economy by the 15th of each
month.

All quarterly Arrears of Revenue Return for 2022-2023 was submitted
to Ministry Finance before the due date on a quarterly basis.
Payment of the Fringe Benefit Tax was submitted to FRCS on a
quarterly basis.

Ministry yearly cash flow forecast was submitted to FMIS for Budget
loading before 10th July 2023.

2, Assets management

All capital purchases and projects that required tender processes were
fully completed.

BOS 2022-2023 was successfully carried out by the BOS team before
31stJuly 2023. Approval was obtained from Ministry of Finance for the
disposal and write off non-serviceable assets.

All quarterly vehicle returns, and reconciliation were submitted to
Ministry of Finance before the 15th of each month.

Annual Procurement Plan for 2022-2023 was developed in accordance
with the Procurement Regulation 2010 and submitted to Ministry of
Finance before 31st July 2023.

Assets Management Register 2022-2023 was developed and
submitted to the Ministry of Finance Asset Management Unit.

Asset Management Plan 2022-2023 developed and submitted to
Ministry of Finance.

Asset Management Framework 2021-2022 developed and submitted
to the Asset Management Unit at Ministry of Finance.

Fixed Assets Register 2021-2022 developed and submitted to the
Ministry of Finance.

Disaster Management Recovery Plan and Risk management Policy
2022-2023 endorsed by the Permanent Secretary for Forestry for
implementation in the Ministry.

3. Planning

Ministry Financial Management Plan 2022-2023 was submitted to
Planning Unit as a guideline.

4, Finance Manual

The Ministry Finance Manual was reviewed and developed for
implementation in the Ministry during the financial year 2022-2023.

o ¢ 2 dzNX
M®A YA QG NE

2 Tn NQ2oND ayUyNdBl tH nvwwSHLIZ2 NI

C2NJ FANIKSHAGESNAR DI dzy | £ 2YIKEAKRENR I dzy | £ 2YF YA X FRT




0! 2)1 - %4/ & ( 2 %05 "/ &) Hp ¢
Res echan d irar Sevi C ¢

HNn WI ydzZ- NE HAHp

hees
be
| d
i tt

d of
@pl &

Di scl ai mer

This Annual Report Summary was pr eparNead utroa |l a sRseéissoti rtte
of Mhei stry of R®Or28s tAmynuad 2Theipsorstummary should not
specific advice. Ot her sources and information shou
that the information is accurat e, t heepPtardnya meind b iolf
damage which may be incurred by any person acting in
of Fiji accepts no responsibility for any refley etnltiers
For further i nformation pl ease esmaielr:i . §ateali onGanuin
siteri.gaunal omani @l egi sl ature. gov. f]j
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