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1.0 DIRECTORY 
 

LOCATION : 6 NABUNA STREET 
     TAVUA 
 

TAVUA TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE AT 
NABUNA STREET

7  
ADDRESS : P O BOX 532 

     TAVUA, FIJI ISLANDS 
     PHONE:  (679) 6681010 
     VODAFONE:  (679)  9996130 
     EMAIL:  ttc@connect.com.fj 
 
 
 
 

AUDITORS : AUDITOR GENERAL  
 
 

BANKERS : AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND  
                                 BANKING GROUP LTD  
 
 
 

mailto:ttc@connect.com.fj
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2.0 BACKGROUND  
 

2.1 TAVUA TOWN APPROVED SCHEME PLAN 
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2.2 HISTORY 

Tavua is a town in Fiji 91 kilometres from Nadi and 9 kilometres 

from the gold mining settlement of Vatukoula. It was formally 

incorporated as a Town in 1992.  The town covers a land area of 

102 square kilometers.  

 

2.3 POPULATION 

 

Tavua Town has population of 3815 and squatter settlement 

population of 158. Tavua district population 23,077. 

 

2.4     ECONOMY OF TAVUA 

 

Tavua District is prominently a sugarcane growing district 

supplemented by two major industries. These are the Fiji Water 

Bottling Company and the Vatukoula Gold Mines Ltd. The two 

being the economic backbone of the district and the country.   

 

2.5 WEATHER OF TAVUA 

 

Tavua enjoys a tropical climate without great extremes of heat or 

cold. This area is occasionally traversed by tropical cyclones, and 

mostly confined between the months of November to 'April every 

year. Temperatures average 22 degrees Celsius for the cooler 
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months [May to October] while November to April temperatures 

are higher with heavy down pours. 

 

2.6    MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

 

The Council held meetings with Head’s of Department to discuss 

and resolve issues pertaining to the Council.  Regular staff 

meetings also conducted.  

 

2.7 SPECIAL ADMINISTRATOR 

 

 In the absence of an elected Council, the Minister of Local 

government   with the Amended Local Government Act 125, 

section 9A, (1) & (2) Special Administrator’s were in-charge of the 

Council’s.  Since the resignation of the former SA no one was 

appointed to the post. 

  

2.8 PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL 

 

The Principal Officers of the Council were:- 

 

Chief Executive Officer   -     Binesh Prakash Naidu 

 

Secretary/Rates/Business  

Licence Officer   -    Praveen Lata Prakash 

 

Market Master/ 

Works Supervisor    -   Robert Samuel Reuben 

 

Parking Meter Attendant   -    Shafir Ali 

 

Admin Clerk/Cashier  -     Arita Devi 

 

Enforcement Officer/Driver -     Alvinesh Prashil Kumar 

 

 

2.9 UNESTABLISHED SECTION 

 

Works Section  - 13 
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3.0 VISION 

 

The Town of Tavua is dedicated to provide excellent municipal services 

for our diverse community and visitors; working together to build a 

sustainable socio-economic environment that is safe, clean and friendly. 

 

 MISSION 

 

“To provide high quality municipal services; working in partnership with 

our diverse community & stakeholders; engender greater community 

pride through enabling and empowering; sustainable development and 

sound environmental management with equity for all” 

 

          MOTTO 

 

“A Town Where It’s People Come First” 

 

 

4.0    SERVICES PROVIDED  BY COUNCIL 

 

We are dedicated to providing effective and timely service to the 

ratepayers and citizens of Tavua with courtesy and respect.   The regular 

services provided by Council are as follows:   

 

    4.1    Garbage Collection (household & garden refuse) 

 

The collection of household waste is conducted three (3) times in a 

week, Monday, Wednesday & Friday. Garbage is dumped at 

Maruru dump in Ba.  The Collection is done by Council truck and 

workers. 

 

 

Green waste and white goods are collected during clean-up 

campaigns or as and when required.  Clean up campaigns also 

conducted during festive seasons Eid, Diwali and Christmas 

celebrations.  
  

4.2 Streetlights 

 

Council also provides streetlights to its citizens. Inspection is 

normally conducted at the end of the month in which report is sent 

to Prime Fiji for its maintenance. 
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4.3 Drain Cleaning 

 

                     Drains are regularly cleaned and maintained by Council. In     

 absence of council drain and with no sewerage system in place 

these drains are attended to everyday. 

 

Council carried out regular drain cleaning works.   Tavualevu 

village  drain cleaned by-monthly by Loto ni Koro group and Cawa 

group.  Council paid them $150.00 per cleanup. 

  

 

4.4 Grass Cutting/Raking  

 

Grass cutting is conducted as per work schedule or when required. 

However period of rainfall is from the month of December to June. 

This is where more grass cutting and raking is conducted. 

 

 

4.5 Street Sweeping 

 

This is conducted from Mondays to Sundays in which two (2) 

general workers does the street sweeping along the Kings Road and 

Vatukoula Road as well as other streets which are near to the two 

(2) roads. One general worker is assigned only on Sundays. 

 

 

4.6 Cleaning and Maintaining of Public Convenience 

 

This is a normal routine work conducted from Mondays to 

Sundays. A general worker is assigned in the cleaning of the public 

convenience in the evenings.  

 

4.7 Cleaning and Maintaining of Children’s Park 

  

General workers are assigned in the cutting of grass, raking as well 

as in the cleaning of its washrooms from Mondays to Saturdays. As 

the only children’s park in Tavua, the site is often visited by 

children’s as well as adults for relaxation. 
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5.0   HIGHLIGHTS OF YEAR 2017 

 

5.1 Government Agency Meetings 

 

5.1.1 Meetings held with FRA regarding improvement of roads, 

street lights and footpath related issues.   

 

5.1.2   Meetings with Staff - Regular meetings with staff with a   

           View to improve service delivery and team work.  

 

      5.2 Sporting Activities 

 

Council staffs are encouraged to participate in sporting activities 

(soccer, volleyball, rugby, netball, etc) on every Wednesday from 

3.30pm to 4.30pm as part of the Council’s wellness programme. 

Since Government Department workers are having wellness on 

Wednesday afternoon it was also encouraged that the Council 

staffs to be part of this sporting activities. This is to encourage 

officers in having a healthy lifestyle   

 

    5.3   Health Audit 

 

Health Audit  conducted twice in a year. This is to reassure staffs 

of their healthy habits of life.  

 

    5.4     Social Responsibility 

 

Providing Children’s Park to the children of Tavua and also 

providing Garvey Park to the students of Tavua.  

    

 5.5 Clean Town’s and Cities 

 

As part of Clean Towns and Cities awards, Tavua Town Council 

received “Environmental Awareness Award” 

 

 5.6 E-Ticketing Bus card Registration 

 

Council allocated space in town to Vodafone Fiji Ltd free of charge 

in order to support the Government’s initiative of E-Ticketing 

registration.  
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         5.7    MEETINGS/TRAININGS/WORKSHOPS  
 

The Council CEO and staff attended the following 

meetings/trainings/workshops in the year: 

 

(a) UN Women Workshops -   Markets for Change  
 

Mrs. Praveen L. Prakash attended the Gender Responsive 

Budgeting Training at Grand Pacific Hotel, Suva, Fiji from 

1st -5th  May 2017 organised by UN Women Markets for 
Change.  
 

(b) Markets for Change (M4C) Project Meetings 

 

CEO and Market Staff attended PMC and PWC Meetings         

organized by UN Women Markets for Change.  

 

(c) Municipal Local Govt Forum  

 

Municipal Local Govt Forum stakeholder session held at 

Waterfront Hotel, Lautoka on 3rd February 2017 was 

attended by CEO.  

 

5.8 GoldnWater Carnival 2017 

 

The Council also acknowledges support to Vodafone Fiji for 

sponsoring the GOLDnWATER carnival for the past years.   Miss 

GoldnWater  participated in Miss Fiji Pageant 2017.   

 

    5.9  Events Management 

 

 Major Events staged by Tavua Town Council 

 

 Eid celebration  

 Diwali celebration  

 Christmas Celebration  

 

   5.1.0 Meeting with Fiji Roads  

 

Regular meetings held with FRA to discuss on issues regarding 

improvement  of the roads, footpaths together with the streetlights. 
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6.0 ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

   

6.1 LAND VALUATION AND RATE 

 

The total unimproved capital valuation of land within the 

municipality was as follows:  

 

 

 

Total UCV of Properties 

 

 

$9,606,500 

 

Properties Exempted for Rates 

 

 

$   262,000 

Total Value of Rateable 

 Properties 

 

 

$9,868,500 

 

 

6.2 RATE LEVY FOR YEAR 2017 

  

 

RATE 

 

LEVY 

 

UCV 

RATE 

REVENUE 

 

 

General 

 

 

$0.0089c + 

VAT 

 

$4,302,300 

 

$43,077 

 

Special Loan 

Rate 

 

 

$0.004 c + VAT 

 

$5,096,600 

 

$22,935 

 

Agricultural 

 

 

$0.006c  + VAT 

 

$   207,600 

 

$  1,401 

TOTAL 

 

 $9,606,500 $67,413 

   

                6.3 RATEABLE PROPERTIES IN TOWN 

 

The following highlights the numbers of rateable properties 

in Tavua town:- 
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Residential   - 113 

 

Commercial   -   89 

 

Industrial   -     2 

 

 Public Open Space  -     2 

 

Civic    -    28 

 

Rural    -    10 

 

                                Special           -      3 

   

    TOTAL                            -    247 

 

 

 6.4 DISCOUNT ON RATES 

 

   No Discount was allowed on Rates. 

 

6.5 RECURRENT REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 

 

The total recurrent revenue and expenditure of the Council 

for fiscal  year ending December 2017 were as follows: 

 

 
  

ECURRENT 

REVENUE 

 

 

 

RECURRENT 

EXPENDITURE 

 

SURPLUS 

(DEFICIT) 

 

General 

Funds 

 

 

$327,808 

 

$363,897 

 

 

($36,089) 

 

Parking 

Meter 

 

 

$10,179 

 

$8,226 

 

$1953 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

$337,987 

 

$355,671 

 

($17,684) 
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                    6.6               RATES REPORT 

 

The following is a summary of Rates collection for the 

year: 

RATES COLLECTED 

STATUS 

AMOUNT 

 

 

Rates collected as at 

31/12/17 

 

 

$60,857 

 

% current Collected as at 

31/12/17 

 

 

82% 

 

% Arrears Collected as at 

31/12/17 

 

 

45% 

 

  

  7.0   FIRE SERVICES 

 

The Fire Service was provided by the National Fire Authority’s, Tavua 

Station 

. 

  8.0 PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES  

 

8.1 Garvey Park  

 

Garvey Park is the only sports grounds available for the district of 

Tavua  was badly damaged during cyclone Evans.  Council utilized 

its funds to carry out the necessary works so that the ground could 

be used.   

 

Council continues to provide the needs of the sporting organisation 

from both rural and urban areas. Revenue is derived from ground 

fees from: 

  

 Provisional Rugby Games 

 League Games 

 Hiring of Parks  
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8.2  Children’s Park 

 

Children’s Park at Nabuna Street sponsored by Supreme Fuel Ltd.  

All playing facilities repaired and painted and kept up to date.  

 

8.3 Beautification  

 

Beautification of Tavua town is an on-going programme for the 

Council. We try our best to improve the look of the town as well as 

its entrance. The Council strives to use the available resources in 

improving Tavua town. As of to-date the GOLDnWATER carnival 

is assisting the Council in its beautification works.     

 

 9.0 PUBLIC HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT 

 

The Council continues to promote the Health Welfare for convenience of 

the inhabitants of the Municipality within the limits of its resources as 

required under Public Health and Local Government Act. 

 

9.1 Environmental Sanitation 

 

Council made regular inspections of individual premises to identify 

the existence of Public Health Nuisances and bring about their 

abatement thereafter. 

 

9.2    Licenses/Registration of Premises:  Under the Public Health     

         Act 

 

Public Health Licence was issued for under mentioned premises for    

year 2017.   Some were for renewal of existing premises and some 

for new operations. 

 

 

Hotels 1 

Restaurants 6 

Restaurants and Refreshment Bars 6 

Refreshment Bars and Takeaways 5 

Restaurants with Liquor 1 

Bake Houses 4 

Butcher Shops 4 

Hair Dressers/Barbar Shops 7 

TOTAL 

 

 

34 
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9.3   Public Health 

 

Listed below are details of summary of inspections carried out within the 

district to ascertain the sanitary conditions of below mentioned premises: 

 
  

INSPECTIONS 

 

 

REINSPECTIONS 

 

TOTAL 

 

House to House Inspection 

Of District 

 

 

89 

 

89 

 

178 

 

Investigation of Complaints, 

Nuisances etc 

 

45 

 

45 

 

90 

New Building sites before 

approval 

1 1 2 

New Building Works in 

Progress 

   

 

Factories and Workshops 

   

  

Schools 

   

 

Hairdressers, Chiropodists etc 

   

Food shops, Food stores, 

Markets  

   

Eating Houses and Ice-cream 

Premises 

   

Bakehouses    

 

Butcher Shops 

   

 

Church 

   

 

Sanitary 

   

 

Hotels 

   

 

Business Houses 

   

Vacant Lots 15 15 30 

 

TOTAL 

 

165 

 

165 

 

330 
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     9.4 Summary of Sanitary Improvements  

 
 

ITEMS 

 

 

ORDERED 

 

COMPLETED 

Repairing of Buildings   

Improvements to Lighting and Ventilation of 

Buildings 

  

Removal of Unauthorised Erections   

Provision of Garbage Tins   

Filling of Unsanitary Privies   

Repairing or cleansing of bathroom or washing 

Place  

  

New Kitchens   

Repairing or cleansing of Kitchens   

Provision of drains   

Repairing or Cleansing of Drains 151 151 

Removal of accumulations of refuse etc 51 51 

Clearing of overgrowth of grass 21 21 

Abatement of nuisances from animals or Poultry 1 1 

Abatement of mosquito breeding   

Cleansing of food premises   

Structural  Improvements to Food Premises   

Cleansing of Food Vehicles   

Cleansing or improvement of hairdressers 

premises 

  

Improvement of Schools   

Bailing of Septic Tank   

Abatement of Noise Nuisance   

Impounding of Stray Cattle    

Provision of Garbage Tins   

Closing Order   

Public Health Nuisance 25 25 

TOTAL 249 249 

 

9.5  Written Notices Served For Existence of Sanitary Conditions of 

Premises Mentioned in Table  

 

Intimation Notice Served              -    10   

Statutory Notices Served              -    15    
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9.6 Eradicating Litter  

 

Daily routine work conducted by the Litter Prevention   Officer  in 

a bid to make our town litter free.  Verbal warnings were given and 

fixed penalty notices were also imposed as provided in the Litter 

Decree. 

 

 

   9.7   Overgrowth 

 

Inspections of properties were carried out and notices issued for 

overgrowth and other nuisances.    Overgrowth notices issued to 

owners of properties to clear up the overgrowth. 

 

 

  9.8   Public Convenience 

 

The public toilet has been maintained regularly.  Council continues 

to repair and maintain it up to standard.   Regularly cleaned using 

disinfectants.  

 

9.9   Health Inspections 

   

Council engaged the services of Health Inspector from RakiRaki 

Town Council and Ba Town Council from time to time.  

 

 

 9.10     Anti Mosquito Clean Up Campaign 

 

Anti Mosquito campaigns conducted.  Abatement of    mosquito 

breeding places carried out. 

 

  9.11     Dog Trapping Exercise 

 

Regular dog trapping programmes conducted with the assistance 

from  Ministry of Agriculture, Tavua.   
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.  

10.0 TOWN PLANNING AND BUILDING 

 

Council engaged Ba Town Council Building Inspector to assist with 

regards to  Town Planning and Building Section. 

 

10.1 Building Statistics 

 

10.1.1 Building Applications Received for Consideration 

 

 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

NUMBER 

 

VALUE 

 

Commercial 

Buildings/Extension 

 

 

7 

 

$306,500 

 

Residential 

 

 

4 

 

$2,732,000 

 

Miscellaneous Works 

 

 

7 

 

$583,950 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

18 

 

$3,038,500 

 

 

  10.1.2 Building Applications Approved  

 
 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

NUMBER 

 

VALUE 

 

Commercial Extension 

 

7 

 

$306,500 

 

Residential 

 

 

4 

 

$2,732,000 

 

Miscellaneous Works 

 

Nil 

 

Nil 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

$3,622,450 
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10.1.3  Completion Certificate Issued  

 
 

 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

NUMBER 

 

VALUE 

New Dwelling 4 $2,732,000 

Commercial  7 $306,500 

TOTAL   

 

 

10.1.4  Building Permit Fees 

 

The total revenue for issuance of building permit was 

$4,084. 

 

 11.0 MARKET 

 

The Market was under the management of a Market Master.  The Council 

strives to keep our Market in a neat and tidy condition. 

 

TAVUA MUNCIPAL MARKET
VEGETABLE STALLS GROCERY STALLS
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11.1 Revenue 

 

Breakdown of revenue received from Market is as follows. 

 

 

 

SOURCE 

 

 

2017 

 

2016 

 

 

Market Stall Fees 

 

 

$79,181 

 

$73,494 

 

Fish Market Fees 

 

 

$2,386 

 

$3,252 

 

Lockup Shop Rental 

 

 

$16,694 

 

$8,300 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

$98,261 

 

$85,046 

 

11.2 Market Washing 

 

Regular Market washing was carried out during the year by our 

workforce with a view to maintain the Market in clean condition. 

 

 11.3 Market Repairs 

 

The market roof was repaired after it was badly damaged by 

Cyclone Winston. 

 

12.0 BUSINESS LICENSING 

 

The Council is the Licensing Authority under Business Licensing Act, 

Cap   204 and businesses were issued with Licenses to operate.  Total 

Business Licence fee collected for year 2017 -  $63,465.71 

 

13.0 LIBRARY SERVICES. 

 

The Council closed the services of the Library due to decline in members.  

Since the new technology has come in force, the students are now using 

internet for their research and reading materials. The books were donated 

to the school libraries in Tavua.     
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14.0 PARKING METERS AND OTHER TRAFFIC RELATED ISSUES 

 

As part of traffic management and control Parking Meters were 

maintained in working order.  

 

 Total meters in operation    -           20 

 Total revenue collected during the year   -    $10,179              

           Total Expenditure for the year   -           $  8,226 

 

15.0 GOVERNMENT GRANTS 

 

15.1 Town Support Funding - $20,000 

 

 As the Council had utilized substantial funds in the repair works 

and clean ups after cyclone Winston in 2016, Council struggled to 

meet the operational cost of service delivery.  Thus requested 

Ministry for assistance.  Ministry assisted Council with $20,000 to 

meet the operational cost for the end part of the year.  

 

15.2 Heritage Park - $19,000 

 

 Ministry of Local Government funded Council to establish a 

heritage park near the open space near the Children’s Park. 

 

16.0 CONCLUSION 

 

Council was able to fulfill its duties and obligations as required of it 

under Sec 88 of Local Government Act.  The Council provided the best 

level of services it could afford within its limited resources and 

workforce.   

 

Further I wish to endorse my appreciation and gratitude for support and 

cooperation of Ministry of Local Government and other government and 

non-Government Departments, Sister Councils and at large the 

Ratepayers and Citizens of Tavua.   

 

Lastly the Council wishes to acknowledge the dedicated services 

rendered by its CEO, Staff and Workforce.  
 

 

 

for   BINESH PRAKASH NAIDU (MR.) 

        CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
















































