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1.0 DIRECTORY 

 
LOCATION : 6 NABUNA STREET 

     TAVUA 
 

TAVUA TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE AT 
NABUNA STREET

7  
ADDRESS : P O BOX 532 

     TAVUA, FIJI ISLANDS 
     PHONE:  (679) 6681010 
     VODAFONE:  (679)  9996130 
     EMAIL:  ttc@connect.com.fj 
 
 

AUDITORS : AUDITOR GENERAL  
 
 

BANKERS : AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND  

                                 BANKING GROUP LTD  

 
 

mailto:ttc@connect.com.fj
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2.0 TAVUA TOWN APPROVED SCHEME  
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3.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

3.1 HISTORY 

Tavua Town is located 91 kilometers from Nadi and 9 kilometers 

from the gold mining settlement of Vatukoula. It was formally 

incorporated as a Town in 1992 and the town covers a land area of 

102 square kilometers.  

2

 

3.2 POPULATION 

 

Tavua Town has population of 1402 and squatter settlement 

population of 158. Tavua district population 23,077. 

 

3.3     ECONOMY OF TAVUA 

 

Tavua District is prominently a sugarcane growing district boosted 

with world renowned water botting company in Fiji Water and 

Vatukoula Gold Mine. The two being the economic backbone of 

the district.   

 

3.4 WEATHER OF TAVUA 

 

Tavua enjoys a tropical climate without great extremes of heat or 

cold. This area is occasionally traversed by tropical cyclones, and 
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mostly confined between the months of November to 'April every 

year. Temperatures average 22 degrees Celsius for the cooler 

months [May to October] while November to April temperatures 

are higher with heavy down pours. 

 

3.5    MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

 

The Council held the following number of Council and Committee 

Meetings: 

 

(a) Ordinary Council Meeting   -      7 

(b) Special Council Meeting    -      1 

(b) Finance, Market and General Purpose   -      9 

Committee Meeting    -              9 

(c) Building, Health ad Works Committee Meeting-          9 

(d) Parks, Gardens and Beautification           -               9 

(e) Traffic Management and Market           -               9   

 

3.6 SPECIAL ADMINISTRATOR 

 

 In the absence of an elected Council, the Minister of Local 

government   with the Amended Local Government Act 125, 

section 9A, (1) & (2) Special Administrator’s were in-charge of the 

Council’s.  Since the resignation of the former SA no one was 

appointed to the post. 

  

3.7 PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL 

 

The Principal Officers of the Council were: - 

 

Chief Executive Officer  -    Temalesi Henfiro transferred to  

Lami Town Council w.e.f 

21/07/16 

 

Chief Executive Officer  -    Binesh Prakash Naidu joined 

           w.e.f  21/07/16 

Secretary/Rates/Business  

Licence Officer   -    Mrs. Praveen Lata Prakash 

 

Market Master/ 

Works Supervisor    -   Mr. Robert Samuel Reuben 

 

Parking Meter Attendant   -    Shafir Ali 
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Admin Clerk/Librarian  -     Arita Devi 

 

Alvinesh Prashil Kumar  -     Enforcement Officer/Driver 

 

 

3.8 UNESTABLISHED SECTION 

 

Works Section  - 12 

4.0 VISION 
 

The Town of Tavua is dedicated to provide excellent municipal services 

for our diverse community and visitors; working together to build a 

sustainable socio-economic environment that is safe, clean and friendly. 

 

4.1 MISSION 

 

“To provide high quality municipal services; working in partnership with 

our diverse community & stakeholders; engender greater community 

pride through enabling and empowering; sustainable development and 

sound environmental management with equity for all” 

 

4.2 MOTTO 

 

“A Town Where It’s People Come First” 

5.0    SERVICES PROVIDED BY COUNCIL 
 

We are dedicated to providing effective and timely service to the 

ratepayers and citizens of Tavua with courtesy and respect.   The regular 

services provided by Council are as follows:   

     

5.1    Garbage Collection (household & garden refuse) 

 

The collection of household waste is conducted three (3) times in a 

week on Monday, Wednesday & Friday. Garbage is dumped at 

Maruru dump in Ba.  The Council compactor truck is utilized to do 

the household waste collection.  

 

Green waste and white goods are collected during clean-up 

campaigns or as and when required. At present, the Council hires 
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SG Sen truck from Ba to collect this garbage with the assistance of 

the Council general workers. 
  

5.2 Streetlights 

 

Council also provides streetlights to its citizens. Inspection is 

normally conducted at the end of the month in which report is thus 

sent to Prime Fiji for its maintenance. 

 

5.3 Drain Cleaning 

 

           Drain cleaning is a routine maintenance work. Majority of the  

           business houses and ratepayers waste water is discharged into  

           council drain and with no sewerage system in place these drains  

           are attended to everyday. 

  

5.4 Grass Cutting/Raking  

 

Grass cutting is conducted as per work schedule or when required. 

However period of rainfall is from the month of December to June. 

This is where more grass cutting and raking is conducted. 

 

5.5 Street Sweeping 

 

This is conducted from Mondays to Sundays in which two (2) 

general workers does the street sweeping along the Kings Road and 

Vatukoula Road as well as other streets which are near to the two 

(2) roads. One general worker is assigned only on Sundays. 

 

5.6 Cleaning and Maintaining of Public Convenience 

 

This is a normal routine work conducted from Mondays to 

Sundays. A general worker is assigned in the cleaning of the public 

convenience in the evenings. 

 

  

5.7 Cleaning and Maintaining of Children’s Park 

  

General workers are assigned in the cutting of grass, raking as well 

as in the cleaning of its washrooms from Mondays to Saturdays. As 

the only children’s park in Tavua, the site is often visited by 

children’s as well as adults for relaxation. 
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5.8 Beautification  

 

The newly constructed nursery was blown away in the cyclone 

Winston.  Council continued planting trees on road reserves.  

However plants are readied in the council yard and planted during 

rainy season.   

 

5.9 Shelters provided for people for seating 

 

1

 

 

 

  6.0 HIGHLIGHTS OF YEAR 2016 
 

    6.1  CYCLONE WINSTON 

 

On February 20, 2016, a category 5 tropical cyclone caused widespread 

damage in Fiji.  Damage was severe and thousands of people were 

displaced. Power lines and communications lines were damaged and 

affected in many areas. Hundreds of homes were destroyed and entire 

villages were flattened. While some schools were used as evacuation 

centers, a lot of schools were destroyed by the cyclone.   

 

Council joined the DISMAC team from 21st February and was stationed 

at District Officer’s office, Tavua.   
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Cyclone Winston caused substantial damage to the infrastructure and 

vegetation.   The pavilion fence was drastically damaged.  The repairs 

were funded by the Government totaling to $488,500.00.  This fund was 

utilized to carry out the repairs to the garvey park fence, pavilion, ticket 

booth and new floodlights installed.   

 

The Council did a massive cleanup for almost one month in order to clear 

the garbage accumulated after the cyclone.      The Government funded 

the cleanup totaling $20,000.00 and the balance funds were utilized from 

the General fund (operational account) of the Council.    

 

  6.2  Heads of Department Meetings 

 

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) attended the Heads of Department 

Meetings. A representative from the Council attended such meetings 

when the CEO was committed. A brief is provided during staff meeting 

with office staff as well as to the general workers. This is to allow them to 

be fully aware of what’s happening in Tavua (within & outside of town). 

 

  6.3   Sporting Activities 

 

Council staffs are encouraged to play sports (soccer, volleyball, rugby, 

netball, etc) on every Wednesday from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. Since 

Government Department workers are having sports on Wednesday 

afternoon it was also encouraged that the Council staffs to be part of this 

sporting activities. This is to assist staffs in having a balance life in sports 

and work.  

 

  6.4   Health Audit 

 

Health Audit conducted twice in a year. This is to reassure staffs of their 

healthy habits of life.  

 

  6.5   Social Responsibility 

 

Providing Children’s Park to the children of Tavua and also providing    

Garvey Park to the students of Tavua free of charge.  

 

  6.6  Centennial Celebrations – Arrival of SS Sutlej V 

 

Council with other stakeholders celebrated the Arrival of SS Sutlej V, last 

ship which brought labourers from India to Fiji under the Indenture 

System.   Certificates were presented to descendants of the girmitiyas.   
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A march was organized through the town and participated by 

schools in Tavua and other stakeholders. 

 

 

 
 

The Commissioner Western did the commissioning of the stone 

engraved and installed in town in memory of these girmitiyas. 

 

 
 

6.7 Clean Towns and Cities 

 

As part of Clean Towns and Cities awards, Tavua Town Council 

received “Environmental Awareness Award” 
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 6.8 Farming Implements, Seeds and Fertilizer 

 

Council assisted UN Women in distributing forks, spades, 

vegetable seeds, and fertilizer to market vendors after the aftermath 

of the cyclone Winston. 

              

                

CEO distributing the forks spades etc to vendors 

 
 

 

6.9 MEETINGS/TRAININGS/WORKSHOPS  
 

The Council CEO and staff attended the following 

meetings/trainings/workshops in the year: 

 

 

6.10 UN Women Workshops 

 

CEO and Staff attended the quarterly meetings and trainings 

organized by UN Women. 

 

6.11     JICA Workshops 

 

Council officer in-charge of implementing 3R segregation of 

waste, home composting attended the JICA Workshops organized 

by JICA and Ministry of Environment.  

6.12 Meeting with Fiji Roads  

 

Council convened meeting with FRA to revisit previous inspection 

reports and any road related issues that TTC may have. 
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7.0 ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 
   

7.1 LAND VALUATION AND RATE 

 

The total unimproved capital valuation of land within the 

municipality was as follows:  

 

 

Total UCV of Properties 

 

 

$9,606,500 

 

Properties Exempted for Rates 

 

 

 

$   262,000 

 

Total Value of Rateable 

 Properties 

 

 

 

$9,868,500 

 

 

7.2 RATE LEVY FOR YEAR 2016 

 

  

 

RATE 

 

LEVY 

 

UCV 

RATE 

REVENUE 

 

 

General 

 

 

$0.0089c + 

VAT 

 

$4,302,300 

 

$43,077 

 

Special Loan 

Rate 

 

 

$0.004 c + VAT 

 

$5,096,600 

 

$22,935 

 

Agricultural 

 

 

$0.006c  + VAT 

 

$   207,600 

 

$  1,401 

TOTAL 

 

 $9,606,500 $67,413 

   

7.3 RATEABLE PROPERTIES IN TOWN 

 

The following highlights the numbers of rateable properties 

in Tavua town:- 
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Residential   - 113 

 

Commercial   -   89 

 

Industrial   -     2 

  

Public Open Space  -      2 

 

Civic    -    28 

 

Rural    -    10 

 

                                 Special       -      3 

   

    TOTAL    -    247 
  

 7.4 DISCOUNT ON RATES 

 

   No Discount was allowed on Rates. 

 

 

7.5 RECURRENT REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 

 

The total recurrent revenue and expenditure of the Council 

for fiscal  year ending December 2016 were as follows: 

 

 
 RECURRENT 

REVENUE 

 

RECURRENT 

EXPENDITURE 

SURPLUS 

(DEFICIT) 

 

General Funds 

 

 

$295,984 

 

$329,160 

 

$33,176 

 

Parking Meter 

 

 

$11,781 

 

$6,272 

 

$5,509 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

$307,765 

 

$335,432 

 

$27,667 
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7.6    RATES REPORT 
 

The following is a summary of Rates collection for the year: 

 

 

  

RATES COLLECTED STATUS 

 

 

AMOUNT 

 

 

Rates collected as at 31/12/16 

 

 

$41,839 

 

% current Collected as at 31/12/16 

 

 

 68% 

 

% Arrears Collected as at 31/12/16 

 

15% 

  

8.0 FIRE SERVICES 
 

The Fire Service was provided by the National Fire Authority’s, Tavua 

Station 

. 

9.0 PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES  
 

9.1 Garvey Park  

 

Garvey Park is the only sports grounds available for the district of 

Tavua.    
 

Council continues to provide the needs of the sporting organisation 

from both rural and urban areas. Revenue is derived from ground 

fees from: 

  

 Provisional Rugby Games 

 League Games 

 Hiring of Parks  

 

9.2 Children’s Park 

 

Children’s Park at Nabuna Street sponsored by Supreme Fuel Ltd.  

All playing facilities repaired and painted and kept up to date.  
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9.3 Beautification  

 

The nursery was blown away by Cyclone Winston.   However 

plants are readied in the council yard and planted during rainy 

season.               

  

 9.4 GoldnWater Carnival 

 

GoldnWater Carnival organized by Council from 3rd to 6th October 

2016 sponsored by Vodafone Fiji Ltd.  Funds raised utilized for 

beautification works around the municipality.  Miss GoldnWater 

represented Tavua in Miss Fiji Pageant 2016.  

 

GOLDnWATER CARNIVAL 2016
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Carnival Committee donated electrical 

          Appliances to Tavua hospital 

 

 
 

 

10.0 PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

The Council continues to promote the Health Welfare for convenience of 

the inhabitants of the Municipality within the limits of its resources as 

required under Public Health and Local Government Act. 

 

 

10.1 Environmental Sanitation 

 

Council made regular inspections of individual premises to identify 

the existence of Public Health Nuisances and bring about their 

abatement thereafter. 

 

 

         10.2 Licences/Registration of Premises:  Under the Public  

Health  Act 

 

Public Health Licence was issued for under mentioned 

premises for year 2016.   Some were for renewal of existing 

premises and some for new operations. 
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Hotels 1 

Restaurants 6 

Restaurants and Refreshment Bars 6 

Refreshment Bars and Takeaways 5 

Restaurants with Liquor 1 

Bake Houses 4 

Butcher Shops 4 

Hair Dressers/Barbar Shops 7 

TOTAL 34 

 

10.3   Public Health 

 

Listed below are details of summary of inspections carried out within the 

district to ascertain the sanitary conditions of below mentioned premises: 

 
 INSPECTIONS REINSPECTIONS TOTAL 

House to House 

Inspection of District 

100 100 200 

Investigation of 

Complaints, 

Nuisances etc 

 

31 

 

31 

 

62 

New Building sites 

before approval 

2 2 4 

New Building Works in 

Progress 

   

Factories and 

Workshops 

   

 Schools    

Hairdressers, 

Chiropodists etc 

   

Food shops, Food 

stores, Markets  

   

Eating Houses and Ice-

cream Premises 

   

Bakehouses    

Butcher Shops    

Church    

Sanitary    

Hotels    

Business Houses    

Vacant Lots 15 15 30 

TOTAL 148 148 296 
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10.4  Summary of Sanitary Improvements  

 
 

ITEMS 

 

 

ORDERED 

 

COMPLETED 

Repairing of Buildings   

Improvements to Lighting and Ventilation of 

Buildings 

  

Removal of Unauthorised Erections   

Provision of Garbage Tins   

Filling of Unsanitary Privies   

Repairing or cleansing of bathroom or washing 

Place  

  

New Kitchens   

Repairing or cleansing of Kitchens   

Provision of drains   

Repairing or Cleansing of Drains 150 150 

Removal of accumulations of refuse etc 25 25 

Clearing of overgrowth of grass 5 5 

Abatement of nuisances from animals or Poultry 1 1 

Abatement of mosquito breeding   

Cleansing of food premises   

Structural  Improvements to Food Premises   

Cleansing of Food Vehicles   

Cleansing or improvement of hairdressers 

premises 

  

Improvement of Schools   

Bailing of Septic Tank   

Abatement of Noise Nuisance   

Impounding of Stray Cattle    

Provision of Garbage Tins   

Closing Order   

Public Health Nuisance 21 21 

TOTAL 202 202 
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10.5 Written Notices Served For Existence of Sanitary Conditions of  

                      Premises Mentioned in Table  

 

Intimation Notice Served              -    15   

Statutory Notices Served            -      10         

 

 

10.6 Litter Prevention 

 

The Enforcement and Health department were the main drivers of 

enforcing the Litter Promulgation Act 2008.  Verbal warning were 

given and fixed penalty notices were also imposed as provided in 

the Decree. 

 

Litter Bins donated by Total Fiji Ltd and BSP installed on the 

streets for the general public for use. 
 

 

   
 

10.7 Overgrowth 

 

Inspections of properties were carried out and notices issued for 

overgrowth and other nuisances.    Overgrowth notices issued to 

owners of properties to clear up the overgrowth. 

 

 

10.8 Public Convenience 

 

The public toilet has been maintained regularly.  Council continues 

to repair and maintain it up to standard.   Regularly cleaned using 

disinfectants.  

 

10.9    Health Inspections 

   

Council engaged the services of Health Inspector from RakiRaki 

Town Council and Ba Town Council from time to time.  



21 

 

10.10    Anti Mosquito Clean Up Campaign 

 

Council received 100 garbage bags and gloves from Department 

of Environment on 18th May for the anti-mosquito cleanup 

campaign.  

 

10.11     Dog Trapping Exercise 

 

Dog trapping carried out on the hotspot areas i.e Tavualevu    

Village side of town and Reservoir settlement.  

 

11.0 TOWN PLANNING AND BUILDING 
 

Council engaged Ba Town Council Building Inspector to look after Town 

Planning and Building Section. 

 

 11.1 Building Statistics 

 

11.1.1 Building Applications Received for Consideration 

 

 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

NUMBER 

 

VALUE 

Commercial 

Buildings/Extension 

1 $45,000 

Residential 4 $673,000 

Miscellaneous Works 3 $760,000 

TOTAL 8 $1,478,000 

 

11.1.2 Building Applications Approved  

 
 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

NUMBER 

 

VALUE 

Commercial Extension 1 $45,000 

Residential 

 

4 

 

$673,000 

Miscellaneous Works 

 

Nil Nil 

TOTAL 

 

 

 

$7,18,000 
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11.1.3  Completion Certificate Issued  

 
 

 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

NUMBER 

 

VALUE 

New Dwelling 4 $673,000 

Commercial  1 $45,000 

TOTAL 5 $7,18,000 

 

 

11.1.4  Building Permit Fees 

 

The total revenue for issuance of building permit was 

$2,034 

 

12.0 MARKET 
 

The Market was under the management of a Market Master. 

 

12.1 Revenue 

 

Breakdown of revenue received from Market is as follows. 

 

 

 

SOURCE 

 

 

2016 

 

2015 

 

Market Stall Fees 

 

 

$73,494 

 

$82,711 

 

Fish Market Fees 

 

 

$3,252 

 

$3,116 

 

Lockup Shop Rental 

 

 

$8,300 

 

$12,654 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

$85,046 

 

$98,481 
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12.2 Market Washing 

 

Regular Market washing was carried out during the year by our 

workforce with a view to maintain the Market in clean condition. 

 

 12.3 Market Repairs 

 

The market roof was repaired after it was badly damaged by 

Cyclone Winston. Repairs to roof carried out with assistance from 

funding from UN Women Market’s for Change 

 

13.0 BUSINESS LICENSING 
 

The Council is the Licensing Authority under Business Licensing Act, 

Cap   204 and businesses were issued with Licenses to operate.  Total 

Business Licence fee collected for year 2016 - $66,335. 

 

14.0 LIBRARY SERVICES. 
 

The Library has been providing services to people of Tavua   which was 

funded by CLGF.  The library also has internet service for the students.  

The books and computers in the library were donated by New Zealand 

Libraries.  

15.0 DRAIN CLEANING 
 

 Council carried out regular drain cleaning works.   Tavualevu village  

drain cleaned by-monthly by Loto ni Koro group and Cawa group.  

Council paid them $150.00 per cleanup. 

 

           

16.0 PARKING METERS AND OTHER TRAFFIC RELATED 
ISSUES 

 

As part of traffic management and control Parking Meters were 

maintained in working order.  

 

 Total meters in operation    -         45 
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Total revenue collected during the year   -   $3,438 

              

            Total Expenditure for the year   -         $2,519 

 

17.0  PROJECTS/REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 
 

(a) Construction works resumed at Multipurpose Hall  - general 

painting and tiling etc.  The official opening was done by 

Honourable Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama.   

 

 
 

   

            (b) Tiling and painting of Lockup Shop No. 4 in the Market 

 

(c) Electrical repair works carried out at  Garvey Park to restore power 

supply after Cyclone Winston. 

 

(d) Repair works at Bus Shelter at Kings Road damaged after cyclone 

Winston 

 

(e) Repair of Market. Funds received from UN Women Funding - 

$8,363.40.  Following repairs carried out: 

 

• Market Signboard 

• Tarpaulin to prevent sun and rain into the Market  

• Market Lockup Shop Tiling 

• Installed guttering 

• Repair of Market 




















































