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A Parliamentary delegation led by the 
Speaker of Parliament Hon. Ratu 
Naiqama Lalabalavu attended 

the 146th Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(‘IPU’) Assembly in Manama, Kingdom 
of Bahrain. The delegation included 
the Assistant Minister for Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Hon. Alitia Bainivalu and 
Opposition Member Hon. Inia Seruiratu. 
The IPU Assembly and its related 
meetings commenced on Saturday, 11 
March 2023. The IPU Assembly provides 
an opportunity for the global community 
of national Parliaments to come together 
to strengthen Parliamentary eff orts to 
drive change and address global issues. 
The theme of the 146th Assembly is 
Promoting peaceful coexistence and 
inclusive societies: Fighting intolerance. 
At the 146th Assembly, the Honourable 
Speaker addressed the plenary during 
the General Debate at the Special 
accountability segment on IPU action to 
tackle climate change. The Hon. Speaker 
stated that climate change aff ects us 
all and as members of the Pacifi c Small 
Islands Developing States (PSIDS), Fiji is 
not immune. “Climate change aff ects us 
disproportionately, however, the PSIDS 
are threatened by rising sea level, ocean 
warming and acidifi cation, increased 
frequency and intensity of cyclones, 
changing weather patterns particularly 
rainfall that causes serious fl ooding.” 
“As a small island state, Fiji has a strong 
engagement and commitment with the 
UNFCCC under the Paris Agreement 
punching above its own weight in climate 

leadership, response and climate action,” 
Hon. Speaker said. Whilst delivering his 
concluding remarks, he reiterated that the 
Fijian Parliament is strongly committed to 
continue with national response eff orts 
to climate crisis, and urged the global 
community at large, to collectively fi ght 
this calamity that confronts us all. 
In a separate side event, the Hon. Ratu 
Naiqama Lalabalavu addressed the 
Conference of Non-Aligned Movement 
Parliamentary Network with the theme 
‘Parliamentary support to the national 
and global eff orts on post-pandemic 
recovery’. The key message from the 
Honourable Speaker was that Parliaments 
must have the necessary tools to ensure 
minimal disruption to Parliamentary 
processes during any crisis.
“At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Fijian Parliament encountered social-
distancing rules, restrictions on face-to-
face meetings and lockdowns as part of 
the national response to the pandemic.” 
“But the Fijian Parliament continued to 
function and deliver on its constitutional 
mandate during the pandemic because of 
the Parliament’s massive investment in its 
e-Parliament initiative which began well 
before Fiji had its fi rst coronavirus case in 
March 2020,” he added. The Honourable 
Speaker urged the forum to affi  rm the 
need for Parliaments to be innovative and 
resilient during public health emergencies 
like the COVID-19 pandemic; and to 
advocate for stronger inter-Parliamentary 
engagements.

Fiji Parliament delegation at the COP 28 booth in Manama, Bahrain.

FIJI PARLIAMENT 
DELEGATION AT THE 146TH 

IPU ASSEMBLY
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PROJECT TO STRENGTHEN LEGISLATURE IN 
SIX PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES

A project to assist six Parliaments 
in the Pacifi c will begin its second 
phase soon following the signing of 

the project document between the UNDP 
Pacifi c Offi  ce and the Government of 
Japan.
Speaker Hon. Ratu Naiqama Lalabalavu 
while welcoming guests at the signing, 
acknowledged the support from the UNDP 
Pacifi c Offi  ce and the Government of 
Japan for the new funding agreement for 
‘Strengthening Legislatures in the Pacifi c 
Island Countries’ (SLIP) Phase II.
“On behalf of the benefi ciary Parliaments 
of Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, 
Kiribati, Palau, Solomon Islands and 
Vanuatu, I acknowledge with sincere 
appreciation and thanks, the kind and 
generous support of the Government of 
Japan,” the Hon. Speaker said.
He added that continuation of the support 
refl ected Japan’s long-standing interest 
and desire to support Parliamentary 
democracy and good governance 
amongst small island countries.
“I also wish to acknowledge the UNDP 
Pacifi c Offi  ce for its signifi cant presence 
and leadership towards the strengthening 
of small island legislatures in the region 
over the years. I thank the new Resident 
Representative and her team, and her 
predecessors who have contributed 
towards this valuable initiative,” Hon. Ratu 
Naiqama said.
After the opening of Parliament in 
February, the Hon. Speaker noted that 
it is important to allow the Members of 

Parliament (MPs), particularly the new 
and young members to develop their 
skills and competency to deal with some 
of the pressing development and law-
making issues at the Parliamentary level.
“The SLIP project essentially supports 
the Parliaments to become more eff ective 
and effi  cient through the enhancing of 
committees, legislative processes and 
building capacity and competency of 
MPs and staff .”
“I take note that the project also aims to 
strengthen the competency and capacity 
of MPs and staff  through peer-to-peer 
exchanges, capacity-building workshops 
at the national and regional level, as 
well as develop regional networks and 
cooperation mechanisms between 
legislatures,” the Speaker said.
The project also aims to strengthen 
the representation role of Parliament 
through contribution to outreach and 
citizen engagement activities and the 
engagement with the 2030 Agenda and 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).
“This is very important particularly for 
our Pacifi c Island communities where 
understanding of the role of Parliament 
and Parliamentary literacy may be 
lacking. It is important for us to be able to 
take Parliament down to the grassroots 
communities. More importantly we have 
to make Parliament’s services accessible 
to all our citizens irrespective of where 
they are or their literacy levels.”
“Parliaments have a central role in the 

implementation of the SDGs, by ensuring 
that development policies, legislation and 
implementation are drawn up through a 
participatory and inclusive process,” Hon. 
Speaker added.
His Excellency Fumihiro Kawakami, the 
Ambassador of Japan to Fiji said Japan 
is fi rmly committed to supporting the 
development of the Pacifi c region.
“We believe that strengthening the 
capacities of legislative bodies is critical 
to achieving sustainable development. We 
are pleased to renew our partnership with 
UNDP on this important project, and we 
look forward to working together with the 
legislatures and people of the Pacifi c to 
achieve our common goals.”
Ms Dawn Del Rio, UNDP Pacifi c Offi  ce in 
Fiji Resident Representative a.i. said that 
this project is a signifi cant step towards 
achieving more inclusive and democratic 
governance in the Pacifi c region.
“Legislatures play a critical role in ensuring 
that the voices of citizens are heard that 
public resources are allocated fairly and 
transparently, and that policies are aligned 
with the needs of the people. We are proud 
to partner with Japan on this important 
initiative, and we are committed to working 
with the governments and people of the 
Pacifi c to achieve our shared vision for 
sustainable development, ensuring gender 
equality and prioritizing marginalized 
groups in society.”
The project will start in April 2023, and 
is expected to run for four years with a 
budget of US$6 million.

(L-R) The Ambassador of Japan to Fiji His Excellency Fumihiro Kawakami, Speaker Hon. Ratu Naiqama Lalabalavu and UNDP Pacifi c Offi  ce in Fiji Resident Representative a.i. 
Ms Dawn Del Rio after the signing ceremony.
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INTER–PARLIAMENTARY RELATIONS  AND 
PROTOCOL: JANUARY–MARCH

PA R L I A M E N T  S I T T I N G  S TAT S :  J A N U A R Y – M A R C H

No CONFERENCE DELEGATION DATE VENUE

01 146th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and 
other related meetings

1.Hon. Ratu Naiqamu Lalabalavu
2.Hon. Alitia Bainivalu
3.Hon. Inia Seruiratu
4.Mrs Jeanette Emberson
5.Mr Abele Sakulu
6.Mr Senitieli Wainiu

11 – 15 March Manama, Bahrain

02 CPA - CPA Post-Election Seminar 1. Hon. Sashi Kiran
2. Hon. Viliame Naupoto
3. Mr Sefanaia Tudonu

21 – 23 March Tonga

No COURTESY CALL ON HON. RATU NAIQAMA LALABALAVU, SPEAKER OF 
PARLIAMENT

COUNTRY/
ORGANISATION

DATE

01 UNDP-Head of Governance Mr Jean-Raphael Giuliani UNDP 5 January

02 New Resident High Commissioner of India to Fiji H.E Mr Palaniswamy Subramanyam Karthigeyan India 6 January

03 Ambassador of the United States of America to Fiji H.E Ms. Marie C. Damour United States of America 12 January

04 Ambassador of Indonesia to Fiji H.E Mr Raden M. Benyamin Scott Indonesia 17 January

05 High Commissioner of New Zealand to Fiji H.E. Ms Charlotte Darlow New Zealand 7 February

06 Non-Resident Ambassador of the State of Israel to Fiji  H.E Mr Roi Rosenblit Israel 10 February

07 Non-Resident Ambassador of the Kingdom of Denmark to Fiji H.E Ms. Pernille Dahler Kardel Denmark 23 February

08 Charge’ Aff airés of the Australian High Commission Mr John Williams Australia 28 February

09 Secretary for Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption (GOPAC) Oceania Region 
Mr John Hyde

Thailand 1 March

10 Leader of the Opposition Hon. Inia Seruiratu Fiji 31 March 

No STANDING COMMITTEES Meetings Reports  Referred to Committee Committee
Reports Tabled 

F H

01 STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 10 26 Reports

02 STANDING COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENCE 5 2 3 Reports 1 Report

03 STANDING COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS 7 7 Reports

04 STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 5 2 9 Reports

05 STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 11 1 Report

06 STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL AFFAIRS 9 29 Reports 4 Reports
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Last December, our nation went 
to the polls. Our people cast their 
votes exercising their civic duty and 
constitutional right to choose their 
Government.
Unfortunately, the low turnout of voters 
was discouraging. I hope more eligible 
voters will ensure they are properly 
registered and make time to vote. This 
will ensure our voices are heard by voting 
in the next general election in 2026.
Since the result was announced, a new 
Coalition Government has been sworn 
in, and today we gather to begin our 
work in earnest with the opening of this 
Parliamentary Session.
At this juncture, I am grateful to note that 
the change in government has taken 
place peacefully and swiftly and the new 
administration has commenced its work 
with the mandate of the people.
I must also acknowledge the contribution 
and achievements of the previous 
Government in steering the nation in the 
past 16 years.
On the same note, we congratulate the 
People’s Coalition Government; you now 
have the responsibility of leading our 
nation for the next four years.
It is my privilege and duty this morning, as 
your President, to announce the policies, 
intentions and some of the proposed 
legislation of the People’s Coalition 
Government.
We are now moving into an era of 
uncertainty and rapid change due to the 
current geopolitical environment caused 
by the war in Ukraine and the US-China 
tensions which has very much aff ected 
global trade. As a small island state, 
the impact of such events will be much 
greater on Fiji and her people.
Your Government’s mission is to build 
unity through social cohesion and further 
improve and strengthen our economy 
through sustainable growth with the 
ultimate objective of improving the lives 
of all the people of Fiji.
There must be a clear focus on the rule of 
law and democratic processes including 
transparency, accountability, respect for 
human rights and freedoms, and listening 
to the views of the people through 
genuine consultation.

Honourable Speaker of Parliament;
The Honourable Acting Chief 
Justice and Honourable Members 

of the Judiciary;
  The Honourable Prime Minister;
  Honourable Deputy Prime Ministers;
 Honourable Cabinet Ministers and 
Assistant Ministers;
  Honourable Leader of the Opposition;
  Honourable Members of Parliament;
  Your Excellencies, High Commissioners, 
Ambassadors and Members of the   
  Diplomatic Corps;
  Distinguished Guests;
  Ladies and Gentlemen.
Miau sa bula si’a and a very good 
morning to you all!
Please allow me to acknowledge and 
greet all our people and our friends 
joining us this morning via television, live 
streaming on the Parliament
Website and Facebook page, or on the 
Walesi App or radio. I thank you all for 
your keen interest in viewing the State 
Opening of Parliament.
It is a privilege and great pleasure for 
me this morning to open the 2023-2024 
Session of our Parliament.
Honourable Speaker and Honourable 
Members of Parliament, since November 
2021 when I last addressed this August 
House, our nation was at the tail-
end of eff orts to address the global 
pandemic, natural disasters and a period 
of uncertainty, distress and loss that 
gripped our nation.
The past three years have indeed been a 
challenge for us all. As always, we have 
risen to the challenges and demonstrated 
our resilience as a nation and one people.
As we grapple with ongoing and emerging 
challenges, I urge this August House to 
embody the collective spirit of resilience 
and resolve of our people. This will bring 
hope of a promising future for the citizens 
of our beloved nation, which we all call 
home.
Now more than ever, we must be united 
as one nation and strengthen our resolve 
to work together to meet our collective 
challenges. We must continue to look 
after each other especially those less 
fortunate and the most vulnerable 
members of our society.

The views of all members of our 
communities must be heard and I urge 
the Peoples Coalition Government to 
ensure all initiatives and draft legislation 
must undergo a thorough consultation 
process for better outcomes, to ensure 
inclusiveness and foster greater 
ownership.
Government must ensure that draft 
laws are deliberated in consultation with 
relevant stakeholders particularly through 
the Standing Committee process. 
Petitions must be accommodated so 
that the voice of the people is heard in 
Parliament when they seek solutions to 
issues that are of concern to them.
The Government must continue to adhere 
to the constitutional doctrine of the 
separation of powers as a cornerstone 
of our democracy, and the necessity for 
public servants to perform their duties 
independently.
Within the Civil Service there will be more 
human resource and institutional capacity 
building to improve service delivery to 
ordinary people and for Civil Servants to 
have a clear career path.
The Public Service Commission will be 
given greater powers within the existing 
constitutional framework as a central 
coordinating agency on all human 
resource matters within the Public 
Service.
Operating frameworks and guidelines 
across the Service will foster more 
collegiality and coordination for greater 
effi  ciency and productivity.
Decisions taken by Cabinet will be 
announced so that the people of Fiji are 
well informed of actions taken by the 
Coalition Government.
The Honorable Prime Minister announced 
earlier this week the resolution of Cabinet 
on decision-making processes that will 
be adopted to ensure transparency and 
accountability. An example of this is 
that residents of municipalities will soon 
have the opportunity to choose their own 
representatives in elections for city and 
town councils.
Democracy will be broadened and 
localised further with the empowerment 
of rural communities to choose their 
Advisory Councillors through elections. 

HIS EXCELLENCY
 RATU WILIAME

 MAIVALILI KATONIVERE - CF, MSD

President of the Republ ic of Fi j i

ADDRESS AT THE OPENING OF THE 2023–2024 SESSION OF PARLIAMENT
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The Councillors are a vital link in gathering 
data and deploying assistance to our 
rural communities.
On the pressing issues facing the nation, 
particularly on the economy, Government 
must recognise that the private sector, 
is a critical driver of economic growth. 
They need freedom and fl exibility 
to pursue their aims but they must 
operate within the law and respect the 
environment. Government must put into 
place necessary measures so that there 
is a level playing fi eld, certainty and 
consistency of policies that will boost 
confi dence across the board.
The Government will work in partnership 
with all stakeholders (vis-a-vis the 
private sector, trade unions, civil society 
organisations and traditional institutions) 
in working together to grow and diversify 
our economy.
To do this, the Government must get its 
own economic house in order. By July 
this year, it is anticipated that our national 
debt will reach the F$10 billion mark. This 
represents approximately 85 per cent of 
our GDP. There is another F$1.8 billion 
in contingent liabilities. These are mainly 
in the form of loan guarantees, some of 
which are expected to be called up. This 
amounts to around 15 per cent of GDP.
The debt level severely limits the Coalition 
Government’s capacity to borrow 
further for critical capital expenditure 
on infrastructure such as roads, ports, 
hospitals, water and sewerage. Our 
national debt also restricts Government’s 
ability to direct spending into key areas 
such as education, health and social 
welfare payments.
As a small island nation with a narrow 
resource-based economy, prone to 
natural disasters and geographically 
isolated, it is important that we must 
continue to take a cautious approach 
as we face “headwinds”. We have 
been reminded of these challenges on 
many occasions. At the same time, 

Government must foster and strengthen 
bilateral and multilateral relations with 
our close neighbours to attract much 
needed development assistance and 
trade access.
In its fi rst month in offi  ce, the Government 
has been responding to urgent demands 
while assessing the state of our fi nances, 
and re-prioritising and re-deploying funds 
for urgent and critical needs.
It will be necessary over the next few 
months to embark on a comprehensive 
fi nancial review. The focus will be on 
consolidating government fi nance to 
improve revenues, and reducing waste, 
and mismanagement in expenditure so 
that the limited resources can be directed 
to priority areas. Government will also 
concentrate on building confi dence and 
trust with businesses and investors, with 
regards to future policy and legislative 
initiatives and incentives.
Consultation and collaboration on socio-
economic issues facing the nation is 
essential. Shortly the Government will 
announce the appointment of a Fiscal 
Review Committee. The committee 
will, as in the past, examine the overall 
setting of fi scal policy, revenue-raising 
and expenditures. The Committee will 
identify strategies consistent with best 
practices to ensure Government’s fi scal 
sustainability. It will consult widely and 
is expected to report back in mid-May. 
Its members will also participate in the 
proposed National Economic Summit 
scheduled to take place towards the end 
of April.
The Summit is intended to be an 
inclusive one, bringing together a wide 
cross-section of our community and 
organisations to help shape the way 
forward for the country in the next four 
years and assist in the formulation of our 
National Budget. It will also contribute 
to an economic policy framework to 
support sustainable growth in the short 
and medium-term.

The Government cannot manage its 
fi nances without good measuring tools 
and personnel committed to long-term 
objectives. The re-establishment of the 
Ministry of Strategic Planning, National 
Development and Statistics will be given 
priority to ensure better coordination and 
formulation of a strategic and robust 
development agenda.
The Bureau of Statistics will be 
strengthened. It will operate 
independently, providing reliable and 
timely data for public information and 
use.
In the context of short-term economic 
outcomes, the Government realises 
that supporting tourism is critical. It has 
made a strong recovery since the easing 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, but has not 
yet returned to pre-pandemic levels. 
Traditional markets such as Australia 
and New Zealand remain important. 
Fiji Airways, our national airline, which 
carries 70 per cent of passengers to 
Fiji, is expanding its global network by 
investing in new routes such as direct 
fl ights to Vancouver. The resumption of 
direct fl ights between Nadi and Narita in 
the near future will improve visitor arrivals 
and trade with Japan. The Ministry of 
Finance will be working closely with the 
Ministry of Trade, Commerce, MSMEs 
and Cooperatives to improve the ease 
of doing business for local and overseas 
investors alike.
Government will ensure policy 
transparency to build investor confi dence. 
The objective is to create a more attractive 
environment for commerce and industry 
generally, and new investors in particular. 
Bottlenecks in the administrative system 
that caters to potential investors will 
be removed. So will unnecessary red-
tape. The government will also have a 
very clear direction in diversifying the 
economy, thus reducing our dependency 
on a narrow market base and address our 
vulnerability both to natural disasters and 
international shocks.
Trade policy will aim to enhance 
diversifi cation by increasing new 
products and markets. To do this will 
require building competitive advantages 
through incentives and other initiatives to 
bring new products to the market.
The important role in economic recovery 
of micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) is also recognised. They can 
serve the local and export trade. Advisory 
and development services will be made 
available. The MSME Bill to serve the 
needs of this sector will be fi nalised.
New eff orts will be directed in revitalising 
the co-operatives movement. The 
Cooperatives Act will be reformed and 
updated for better organisation and 
outcomes. New support programmes 
will be considered for women, youth 

President of the Republic of Fiji, H.E Ratu Wiliame Katonivere makes his way into the Parliament Chamber followed 
by the Speaker of Parliament, Hon. Ratu Naiqama Lalabalavu.



6/     2023 Parliament Quarterly Newsletter                  Issue No. 1 

and people with disabilities. There are 
renewed eff orts to revive the sugar 
industry which provides a livelihood for a 
fair share of our population, particularly 
farmers and landowners.
Plans are currently being formulated to 
increase cane planting, production and 
harvesting, with improved mechanisation. 
Government will establish a Special 
Parliamentary Committee on the Sugar 
Sector to set clear and tangible strategies 
and targets. Farmers and landowners will 
be brought back into the organisational 
structure of the industry. Government 
must respect the human rights of every 
person in Fiji as guaranteed in the 
Constitution of the Republic of Fiji 2013, 
as well as the rights of all communities in 
Fiji. We must also continue to recognise 
the rights of the fi rst peoples of this 
nation or the iTaukei and the people of 
Rotuma, as guaranteed in international 
agreements like the International Labour 
Organisation Convention No. 169 on the 
Rights of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, 
as well as the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Indigenous Rights are a category of 
human rights, similar to women’s rights, 
the rights of the disabled and the rights 
of children. In recognising these rights, 
Government does not seek to place 
indigenous rights above the rights 
of members of our minority ethnic 
communities, given the indivisibility and 
equality of human rights.
The Great Council of Chiefs, traditionally 
the apex of the Vanua, is to be re-
established. Its fi rst meeting will take 
place in late May. The Government will 
undertake consultations and preparatory 
work before bringing the relevant Bills to 
this House.
I am reminded of the words of the late 
Justice Jai Ram Reddy, who addressed 
the Council of Chiefs in 1997, as the 
Leader of Opposition. He asked the Chiefs 
to consider themselves leaders not just 
of the iTaukei, but of all of Fiji’s people. 
He reminded them that Indo-Fijians did 
not wish to separate themselves from 
their iTaukei brothers and sisters. And, 

speaking for the Indo-Fijian community, 
he told the Chiefs, and I quote: “Fiji is our 
home. Fiji is our only home. We have no 
other. We want no other”. End quote
The principal iTaukei statutes will be 
reviewed. These include the iTaukei 
Aff airs Act, the iTaukei Lands Act, the 
iTaukei Land Trust Act, the iTaukei Trust 
Fund Act, and the iTaukei Development 
Fund Act. This will position the relevant 
institutions to deliver their mandates 
effi  ciently and eff ectively.
The iTaukei institutions will be reviewed. 
Institutions such as the iTaukei Aff airs 
Board, and Provincial, Tikina and 
Village Councils will be strengthened. 
The iTaukei Lands and Fisheries 
Commission, the iTaukei Land Trust 
Board, the iTaukei Trust Fund Board, and 
the Centre for Appropriate Technology 
and Development will also be reviewed. 
Again, the aim is to enable eff ective 
service delivery consistent with the 
Government’s mandate in accordance 
with the universal standards of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and the ILO Convention 169 
on the Rights of Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples.
A prime objective is to improve the 
economic position of the iTaukei and 
lift living standards of villages and 
settlements. The Government recognises 
that it is in the national interest for the 
iTaukei to increase their involvement in 
commerce.
To help achieve this, an inaugural iTaukei 
Resource Owners Forum will bring 
together resource owners and advisors 
with the necessary expertise to develop 
a roadmap for moving forward. This is an 
example of the inclusive approach that 
Government will continue to embrace.
On the health sector, the Government 
is drafting plans for the revival of 
medical and hospital services by 
improving and maintaining facilities, 
services, skills training and patient 
care. Functional Divisional Command 
Centres will strengthen service delivery 
and coordination of grass-roots health 
programmes. Emphasis will be given to 

better access to electricity, connectivity 
and water.
Community engagement and ownership 
are seen as key to attaining better health 
service coverage. There will be particular 
emphasis on improving services at 
divisional and sub-divisional hospitals.
Eff ectively managing the diabetes crisis 
is a priority for the Government, as well 
as dealing with the prevalence of other 
non-communicable diseases. These 
ailments account for 85 per cent of all 
deaths in Fiji.
The education system will be directed 
towards achieving the sustainable 
development goals – and for our children 
and tertiary students to reach their full 
potential. The recent Back to School 
support programme underscored the 
Government’s commitment to helping 
families with education costs.
A major undertaking is the establishment 
of an Education Commission to review 
the entire education system in the 
country and make recommendations for 
improvement in the quality of teaching 
and leadership of our school system, and 
the curriculum to meet the needs of the 
labour market.
Government will then convene an 
Education Summit, bringing together 
all stakeholders to consider the 
recommendations of the Education 
Commission and formulate a national 
education policy.
The Government is moving to rebuild 
Fiji’s relationship with the University 
of the South Pacifi c while maintaining 
synergy with the University of Fiji and the 
Fiji National University in meeting labour 
market demands.
Policies for the ongoing development of 
young people and sport are central to the 
overall wellbeing of the nation.
The Government is committed to ensure 
that youth have access to knowledge, 
skills and training, so that they can 
eff ectively participate and contribute to 
nation-building.
Enhancement of sport facilities will attract 
more international sporting events and 
tournaments to our shores positioning Fiji 

President of the Republic of Fiji, H.E Ratu Wiliame Katonivere inspects the guard–of–honour by the Republic of Fiji Military Forces.
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as the Pacifi c’s sporting hub.
The revival of the Rural and Outer Island 
Development Programme will boost 
socio-economic development in our rural 
setting. The programme will be directed 
at income generating projects, improved 
infrastructure, and better services 
including aff ordable, cyclone resistant 
housing; power and water supplies; 
sanitation systems and sustainable 
livelihoods.
There will be improved co-ordination 
for disaster preparedness, response, 
recovery operations and mitigation.
The Government will continue its eff orts 
to end violence against women and 
girls, and promote women’s economic 
empowerment. The Government is 
determined that the needs and interests 
of women and girls will be refl ected in 
legislation, policies and the National 
Budget.
There will be continuing emphasis 
on child protection with the ultimate 
objective of establishing a Department 
for Children.
Funding for Poverty Benefi t, Social 
Pension and Disability schemes and 
the bus fare subsidy will continue. 
Government will adopt a new targeting 
strategy to ensure the most vulnerable 
are assisted and protected. A Poverty 
Monitoring Unit will monitor and report 
on poverty alleviation eff orts in various 
Government agencies.
At the national level, agriculture will 
ensure all citizens have access to safe 
and nutritious food and that farmers have 
guaranteed incomes from both local and 
export markets. Inclusive agricultural 
policies for young people and women will 
be strengthened along with development 
of specifi c commodities.
Farmers will be encouraged to work in 
clusters to facilitate access to markets, 
fi nance, training and technology.
In March, the Government will host the 
Pacifi c Week of Agriculture. This will bring 
together regional agricultural leaders and 
experts; promote alliances, mobilise 
donor support and lead to joint eff orts to 
foster food security.
The Public Works Department is to 
be reintroduced. Maintenance and 
upgrading of rural roads and river 
crossings will be a priority for the PWD. 
It will also be responsible for rural water, 
electrifi cation and sanitation services.
The people are suff ering due to regular 
power and water cuts. Government will 
put into place necessary measures to 
address these long-standing challenges.
Government will re-establish the Tripartite 
Forum, comprising Government, 
employers and trade unions. It will 
play a pivotal role in issues relating to 
employment, productivity and industrial 
relations. The reinstatement of tripartite 

wages councils to determine minimum 
wages for diff erent sectors of the 
economy will be given priority.
Through the Vuvale partnership 
programme Government will work 
closely with the Australian Government to 
improve opportunities for labour mobility.
Government will ensure public enterprises 
follow the rules of transparency, good 
governance and accountability in their 
respective operations.
A specialist review of Fiji’s defence and 
security systems will be undertaken. 
This will include fi nalising the national 
security strategy and introduction of a 
related Defence Council Bill to provide 
the necessary legal framework. Review 
of defence related legislation is also a 
priority.
Fiji’s border security is to be enhanced 
and harmonised with the relevant 
international treaties. Government will 
accede to the Arms Trade Treaty and 
International Convention on Maritime 
Search and Rescue after requisite 
parliamentary process is undertaken. The 
existing national security architecture will 
be reinvigorated.
The Government will maintain the 
national focus on the critical issues of 
climate change and the environment. 
There will be emphasis on aspects 
where Fiji can make the most impact 
locally, in the region and internationally. 
Communities will be encouraged to work 
with the Government in cleaning up their 
local environment and surroundings.
Our foreign policy will focus on restoring 
confi dence and unity among our Pacifi c 
Island Forum member countries and 
building stronger relationships with 
friendly countries. This is of special 
signifi cance at a time of maneuvering by 
major powers for infl uence in the Pacifi c.
Media legislation will be reviewed to 
strengthen freedom of the press and 
the peoples’ right to information. The 
Government is taking a strong position 
on this, along with respect for civil rights 
and freedoms.
An announcement will be made soon of 
two new public holidays. This includes 
a public holiday to commemorate the 
arrival in Fiji in 1879 of the Girmitiyas 
whose descendants are an integral part 
of our nation. In addition, a national 

holiday marking the life and achievements 
of Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna will be gazetted.
In moving forward, our focus now is to 
build bridges and bring unity among our 
diff erent communities to work together as 
one people and one nation.
To grow the economy, we must increase 
the size of the pie by diversifying our 
resource based sectors that give us the 
greatest potential and opportunities.
We must continue to improve on our 
infrastructure to meet the demands of 
a modern Fiji and our social services, 
particularly health and education, must 
continue to be improved to meet the 
current and future needs of the nation.
Our vulnerability to increased severity 
and frequency of natural disasters due 
to climate change cannot be ignored. We 
must continue to put into place mitigation 
and adaptation strategies with support 
from the international community.
The change in our government gives rise 
to the opportunity to bring our nation 
together and start afresh.
To the Honourable Speaker, Members 
of Cabinet, Members of the Loyal 
Opposition and Members of Parliament, I 
congratulate you on being called to serve 
Fiji and her people.
I urge you to deliberate with intention, 
advocate with thoughtfulness and 
inclusivity, and debate with respect and 
fi nesse, and in all that you do, deliver on 
your sacred duty to the people of Fiji.
It is my hope and prayer that you must 
all work together for the betterment of 
our nation, in cooperation and unity. It 
has been my honour today to outline to 
you the plans and policies of the People’s 
Coalition Government. I pray that 
Almighty God will Bless the Members of 
this August House in your preparations for 
debate and on what I have put before you 
today. May the people of this land that 
we all love be the ultimate benefi ciaries of 
your collective wisdom.
I wish you all great success for this year 
and it is now my duty and great honour 
to declare the 2023–2024 Parliamentary 
Session open.
May God Bless us all and May God Bless 
Fiji!
Vina’a Va’a levu be’a and
Thank you very much!

President of the Republic of Fiji, H.E Ratu Wiliame Katonivere addressing the Members of Parliament.
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PARLIAMENT CELEBRATES COMMONWEALTH DAY

Commonwealth Day was celebrated 
in Parliament on Monday, 13 
March 2023.

The Deputy Speaker and Assistant 
Minister for Local Government and 
Housing, Hon. Lenora Qereqeretabua 
thanked the young people and interested 
groups who were part of the Open Day in 
Parliament to celebrate this special day.
She explained that the Commonwealth 
Charter outlines the core values and 
principles that guide member countries 
toward Parliamentary democracy and 
one of these is the importance of young 
people in the Commonwealth.
“Parliament recognises the positive and 
active role and contributions of young 
people in promoting development, 
peace, democracy, and other 
Commonwealth values such as tolerance 
and understanding, including respect for 
other cultures.”
“Parliament is a key pillar of democracy, 
and you need to understand the roles 
and functions of Parliament and the 
processes through which legislation 
is passed in Parliament,” the Deputy 
Speaker said.

She also took time to explain about her 
role as the Deputy Speaker of Parliament.
Parliament was thankful to the British 
High Commission for their partnership 

in celebrating this special day, with the 
theme – ‘Forging a sustainable and 
peaceful common future’.

Group photo with the Deputy Speaker Hon. Lenora Qereqeretabua.

Senior Parliamentary Education Offi  cer Tarun Lal explaining to the students about 
the Hansard Reports.

Vanuatu USP students with the Deputy Speaker Hon. Lenora Qereqeretabua.
 

Students looking through the items on display to mark Commonwealth Day.

Deputy Speaker Hon. Lenora Qereqeretabua addressing students inside the 
Chamber.


