Written Response 63/2023 Social Protection Programmes

1.0 Brief background on the Social Protection Programmes

There are currently six major Social Protection Programmes that

are implemented by the Ministry:

1.1 Care & Protection Program (C&P)

The Care and Protection (C&P), is a child benefit for vulnerable
children (under the age of 18 years). Children’s vulnerable type of
households include single parents, deserted spouses, death of
breadwinner, prisoner’s dependent, foster parents/ guardians and

children in foster or institutional care.

In this financial year, Government has provided a budget of $13.7
Million and is supporting a total of 10,646 families with children.
This would be 41,518 Fijians.

1.2 Disability Allowance (DA

The Disability Allowance assist individuals with permanent
disabilities. In this financial year, Government has provided a
budget of $10.7 Million and is currently assisting a total of 11,437

persons with disability.



1.3Pove Benefit Scheme (PBS

The PBS is the Government’s flagship program established in 2014,
and is aimed to provide a safety net to the poor and vulnerable. It
is a poverty-targeted cash transfer aiming at improving the welfare
of the poorest and break the intergenerational cycle of poverty.The

maximum value of allowance is $127 with a $50 food voucher.

The Program has a budget of $34 Million in thus financial year, and

has a current total of 24,000 families or beneficiaries assisted under

the scheme.

1.4 Social Pension Scheme (SPS)

The Social Pension Scheme (SPS) is a non-contributory pension for
Older Persons (aged 65 years and above) who have never received
superannuation through the Fiji National Provident Fund. The SPS

provides a monthly social pension of FID 100.

As at March 5th 2023, a total of 50, 883 Older Persons are
beneficiaries. The 2022 -2023 budget allocation for SPS is $55
million and is the highest budget amount among all other social

assistance programs.



1.5 Bus Fare Program

The Bus Fare Subsidy Program was introduced in 2011 and is aimed
at supporting older persons aged 60 plus and persons with
disability who uses the bus fare services in Fiji as a mode of

transportation.

The Ministry of Women Children and Poverty Alleviation, in
partnership with Vodafone Fiji Ltd facilitates a top of $25 per month
on all active e-transport cards. It is paid on quarterly basics w.e.f

May 2022. Any unused funds is rolled over to the next month.

Currently, with a budget of $10 million, as at February 2023, the

Program has 59,724 active cases on the system

1.6 Rural Pregnant Mothers Scheme

The Rural Pregnant Mothers Scheme (RPM) was initially established
in 2014, and is designed to support woman who are pregnant and
mothers living in rural areas with the objective of improving the
maternal health and reducing child mortality. The RPM incentivizes
the early access to reproductive healthcare by providing 10 food
vouchers (9 months of pre-natal and 1 first month of post-natal)

or the equivalent cash transfer of FIJD 50 per month.

Over the last 5 years Government had invested $4.5 million

towards this scheme, with an average of 2,611 mothers assisted



each year. With the $0.8 Million allocated for this financial year, a

total of 1354 mothers have received assistance under the scheme.

2.0 Allocated Budget and Number of Recipients

The below table summarizes the budget for the six Social

Protection Programme and the budget that was allocated since

2014 till 2020/2021:
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