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PAC QUESTIONS 2019-2020 Audit Report on Municipal Councils (PP No. 105 of 2021)   

RAKIRAKI TOWN COUNCIL: 2019 PAC Response to 2019 Audit Report  

1. Can the Council update the Committee on the current status of the missing 

records?  

The missing documents referred to are the records for Carnival Accounts. We agree with the 

recommendation that all proceeds from future Carnival should be banked on a daily basis and 

proper records are maintained. The Rakiraki Town Council [RTC] is now improving on record 

keeping and the safe storage of accounting records.  

2. Whatôs the update on the cases referred to FICAC on the missing accounts for 

Carnival Account and Anomalies in Cash and Cash Equivalents?   

We followed up with FICAC on 23/12/2021 on the referred case but have not received any 

feedback.  

3. Why the Council did requested $40,000 for CEO Salary and only paid $26,503.56? 

Why was there a difference? Has the Council taken any stringent disciplinary 

measures for the non-payment of the full grant? Has the CEO produced the 

desired results of the Council as per the grant allocated? Who was the CEO who 

was paid $26,503.56?   

Rakiraki Town Council was funded with $40k for CEOôs Salary in April 2019 whereby 

$26,503.56 was reimbursed to Sigatoka Town Council as Mr. Tulsi Ram was the CEO for both 

RTC & STC. The approval to utilize the CEOôs Salary as an operating expense was also 

directed by him due to unhealthy cash flow in our general account.  

Further, it was verified and endorsed by the former Special Administrator (Mr. Mark Hirst)  

The management of the Council agreed with the audit recommendation to ensure compliance 

with the Grant Agreement and obtained Ministerôs approval for utilization of government grant 

other than the purpose stipulated in the Grant Agreement.  

4. Can the Council update the Committee on the strategy of collecting revenue, for                 

adequate cash flows?   

Forms of Revenue Collection with RTC are:  

i. Market Fees  

ii. Toilet Fees  

iii. Car Park Fees  

iv. Town Rates  

v. Garbage Fees  

vi. Business License Fees  

vii. Rental Charges  

viii. Hire of tent  

ix. Hire of conference room  

x. Permit Fees (Outdoor sale, Roadshows, Open Air, Indoor Broadcasting & 

pasting of posters)  

xi. Market Referralôs  



Page 8 of 384 
 

xii. Commercial Vehicle Base Fees (Taxi, Carrier, Bus & Mini Bus Fees)  

xiii. Illegal Parking   

xiv. Litter fines  

xv. Building Fees  

Main Strategy for Collection,  

1. Issuing invoice to clients  

2. Follow-up on payments.  

3. Reminders on overdue accounts.  

4. Encourage arrange payment system to those finding difficulty in meeting payments.  

5. Ensure that undertaking from clients are honored.  

6. If continue to default submit claim to Small Claim Tribunal.  

7. Failure with SCT order, proceed with Judgment Debtors Summon.  

Find below the Procedures of Collecting Revenue;  

A council employee responsible for revenue collection ensures that all revenue receipted is 

properly recorded in their respective accounts classification.  

Á A council employee responsible for revenue collection ensures that all receipted 

revenue is deposited in official bank accounts.  

Á Council employees responsible for revenue collection ensures that only authorized 

persons are collecting the revenue against issue of proper receipts.  

Á All Council employees responsible for revenue collection ensure the proper custody 

and security of all receipt books and other accounting forms.  

Authority to Collect Revenue  

           Where officers are authorized to collect revenue, the CEO must ensure that they are 

provided with a letter of appointment as evidence of authority assigning them to this 

task. The letter of appointment shall include a copy of the procedures in this manual 

that are applicable to them.  

            One copy of the signed letter should be retained by the cashier and the other copy filed 

away for audit and other purposes.  

Revenue Received over the Counter  

Å Receipts issued for any cash received as revenue must be issued in sequential 

order.  

Å When cash or bank cheques are received, the cashier shall immediately issue 

an official receipt.  

Å No postdated cheques are allowed to be receipted as revenue.  
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Å The cashier must enter relevant details specified on the receipt before signing 

it. Carbon copies on the receipt should be checked to ensure that details on 

the original receipts are also legible on these copies.  

Å No amendment shall be made on the carbon copies.  

Å The original receipt should be detached from the receipt book and issued to 

the payer.   

Å The cashier shall retain the book copy of the receipt for audit and verification 

purposes.  

Å If a receipt is spoilt it shall be marked ñcancelledò and retained in the receipt 

book.  

Å Receipts issued must be dated on the same day revenue is received and not 

postdated.  

Daily Banking  

ü The cashier shall bank money received on a daily basis. The lodgment form 

shall   be prepared in duplicate detailing the deposits to be made.  

ü The lodgment form shall be checked and signed by the officer in charge of 

collecting revenue after cash to be deposited has been counted.  

ü When the cashier lodges the deposit with the bank, the bank will acknowledge 

receipt of monies by stamping and signing all lodgment forms. It will retain one 

copy and return the other copies to the cashier.  

ü The copy of the lodgment form retained with the cashier should be securely 

maintained for audit and other verification purposes.  

ü If it is not practical to bank money daily, if banking facilities are not accessible 

or, if money received is less than $50 money may be kept under lock and key 

in a safe or strong box.  

ü The officer in charge of accounts, in the presence of the cashier, should count 

the money on hand before entering the amount into the safe register. Money 

shall only be removed from the safe when banking will be done. The officer in 

charge of accounts and the cashier must sign the safe register when cash in 

removed from the safe.  

ü Revenue cash collections must not be mixed with petty cash.  

  

Accounting for Revenue  

o The cashier shall maintain a cashbook in which the following details shall 

be entered on a daily basis:  

i) Date of receiving cash or cheques and name of payer; 

ii) Receipt number and amount received; and iii) Revenue 

account classification.  

o The cashier must total the cashbook at the end of the day and give it to 

the officer in charge for checking. The officer in charge must sign the 

cashbook after checking the details in the cash book against issued 

receipts, money on hand and bank lodgment forms.  

o After reconciling details in the cashbook, the officer in charge of accounts 

shall submit the cashbook, duplicate receipts and lodgment forms to the 

ledger clerk for posting into the General Ledger.  
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5. How does the Council plan to mitigate on the continuous flooding of Rakiraki 

Town, Nadovi Road and surrounding areas?   

Flooding occurs when there is continuous heavy rain in the Nakauvadra Range and its valley. 

The Disaster Management Plan is always activated in November and deactivate in April after 

the Cyclone Season. During this period, the Council always ensure that the Town drains and 

chambers are clear before the cyclone season. Ratepayers House2House awareness and 

Business Houses were advised of the cyclone season. We also requested Fiji Roads Authority 

to de-silt road drains especially for Qalau Rd and Nadovi Flat and the Ministry of Waterways 

desilted drains in the cane farm areas.  

6. Can the Council provide the Committee an update on the provision of doubtful 

debts not provided and the sexennial valuation not carried out?   

ü Under Section 75 of the Local Government Act, rates assessed and recorded in a rate 

book together with the costs of proceedings, if any, for the recovery of such rates shall be 

a first charge on the land rated and shall be recovered by the Council.  

Limitation Act clearly states that no action shall be brought to recover any principal sum of 

money secured by a mortgage or other charge on property or to recover proceeds of the 

sale of land after the expiration of 20 years from the date when the right to receive money 

accrued.  

Since rates are a charge on a property, section 8 of the Limitation Act, applies where rates 

can be recovered by way of court action.  

Therefore, there is no provision for doubtful debt for rates arrears. However, the 

management of the Council agreed with audit recommendation to take prudent approach 

and make adequate provision for and other receivables balance.  

ü The last sexennial valuation was carried out in 2012 and ratepayers properties valuation 

is due after every 6 years. RTC is liaising with Ministry of Lands and Ministry of Local 

Government on the sexennial valuation.  

  

7. Can the Council provide an update on the actions taken on the anomalies listed 

in the audit report and the Office of the Auditor General recommendations?   

Maintaining of the vital accounting records are important to the Council and are being stored 

properly to ensure that information is readily available when demanded for audit.  

The accounting system such as cash receipts and cash payments journals are being followed 

accurately and timely basis as detailed General Ledger, General Journal and Trial Balance 

are being prepared. The Chief Executive Officer checks and verifies the monthly report and 

reconciliations which are performed by the Council.  

8. Can the Council advise who is now responsible for roads and drains, footpaths 

and how much does it cost the Council to maintain these on a monthly and 

annual basis.  

Roads and road drains are the responsibilities of Fiji Roads Authority (FRA). However, Council 

usually takes the initiative to clean road drains and chambers to ensure that occurrence of 

flash floods are reduced during any heavy downpour. There are Council drains and footpaths 

which are the responsibility of the Council and is part of operational expenses. It cost the 

Council $4746.60 for the cleaning of drains and chambers by 3 workers in a financial year.   
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PAC QUESTIONS 2019-2020 Audit Report on Municipal Councils (PP No. 105 of 2021)   

TAVUA TOWN COUNCIL: 2015   

  

1. Before responding to each audit query, based on the audit anomalies highlighted 

below by the Auditor General listed, please advise whether there was any 

disciplinary action taken against responsible staff/officer, if not, why not?  

There was an investigation conducted by the Ministry of Local Government and the former 

CEOôs appointment was terminated.  

  

2. Anomalies in the Construction of the Multipurpose Hall?   
  

There was a bit of delay caused in the works due to weather conditions and the contractor was 

also facing difficulties in purchasing of materials for the project. During the construction, the 

Council does not have a Building Surveyor and relied to the Building Surveyor for Rakiraki 

Town Council.  The Council has appointed a qualified Building Surveyor who assisted with the 

drafting of the Councilôs Project Review and Monitoring process.      

The management of the Council agreed with the audit recommendation to be more vigilant in 

reviewing / monitoring the progress, and completion of the project on a regular basis. In 

addition, the Council will be more aware of the requirements of the contract in such instances 

to take appropriate action against parties in breach of the agreement.  

  

3. Business Licenses ï No Proper Records?  

The management of the Council agreed with the audit recommendation to ensure that trading 

and license fees listings for the businesses that were operating within the municipality are 

prepared. The Council has created an electronic register [Excel] for all business operators in 

Tavua Town.   

  

4. Anomalies in Property, Plant and Equipment?   

The management of the Council agreed with the audit recommendation to correctly record all 

assets in the fixed assets schedule, and to disclose policy on amortisation rate or the useful 

life of the intangible asset in the financial statements. The Property, Plant and Equipment are 

correctly recorded now in the Financial Statement as per the requirement of IFRAS SMEs.  

  

5. Building Fees Register Not Updated ï Has the Council updated the Building Fees 

Register?  

The management of the Council agreed with the audit findings and has engaged the services 

of a Building Inspector who updates the building register and processes the applications 

accordingly. The Building Inspector is now updating Building Register when an application has 

been received.                               

6. Anomalies in Cash and Cash Equivalent?   
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The Council has improved on its financial oversight. We have closed an unused bank account 

and ensure that the Council operates within the approved budget. The Council has engaged 

a qualified assistant to assist in the updating of reconciliation, revenue, expenditure and the 

usage of MYOB accounting software to assist in its accounting transactions.  

The Council agreed with the following audit recommendations:   

ü All cheques that remain unpresented for more than 6 months will be written back to the 

cash ledger and respective expenses or liability account.   

ü Unused bank accounts are closed.  

ü Reimbursement of petty cash with more than the approved amount are appropriately 

supported.  

ü Cash balances that are not available for use except for certain purpose are 

appropriately disclosed in the Notes to the financial statements  

  

7. Approved Budget not Maintained   

The management of the Council agreed with the audit recommendation to ensure annual 

budgets are reviewed and approved by the Council, with approval supported by documentary 

evidence and are properly maintained. Budget was compiled by the Finance team with the 

assistance of Heads of Department and approved by the CEO.  There was no minute available 

to confirm that it was approved, however the budget was sent to the Ministry for Local Govt as 

was the requirement.  We have included a new process whereby the Special Administrators 

were required to pass the budget before implemented by the Council.  

  

8. Can the Council advise who is now responsible for roads and drains, footpaths and 

how much does it cost the Council to maintain these on a monthly and annual 

basis?  

The roads, road side drain and footpaths are the responsibility of Fiji Roads Authority. 

However, the Council is assisting FRA by ensuring that road side drains in towns are clear 

from mud and silts. The Council budgets $5,000.00 to maintain the drains on need basis. The 

Council has also upgrade some of the existing stormwater drains.     

   

9. Can the Council update the Committee on the plans in place to mitigate flooding in 

your municipality?   

Flooding occurs when there is continues heavy rain in Nadarivatu and the surrounding valleys 

in Yaladro, Nabuna and Korovou. This resulted in the Nasivi River bursting it banks and flood 

the Rakiraki end of Tavua Town beside Shop and Save Supermarket.   

The Disaster Management Plan is always activated in November and deactivate in April. The 

Council always ensure that the Town drains and chambers are clear before the cyclone 

season. The Council also appreciates the annual desilting of road drains by FRA. In addition, 

we have been advised that Nasivi River mouth will be included in the dredging plan to mitigate 

the flooding of Tavua Town and the surrounding areas.  

  

10. Can the Council provide its revenue collection strategy?  
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Forms of Revenue Collection with TTC are:  

i. Market Fees  

ii. Car Park Fees  

iii. Town Rates  

iv. Garbage Fees  

v. Business License Fees  

vi. Rental Charges  

vii. Permit Fees (Outdoor sale, Roadshows, Open Air, Indoor Broadcasting & 

pasting of posters)  

viii. Referral letter ix.  Public Service Vehicles Fees (Taxi, Carrier, Bus & Mini 

Bus Fees)  

x. Illegal Parking   

xi. Litter fines  

xii. Building Fees  

Main Strategy for Collection,  

1. Issuing invoice to clients  

2. Follow-up on payments.  

3. Reminders on overdue accounts.  

4. Encourage arrange payment system to those finding difficulty in meeting payments.  

5. Ensure that undertaking from clients are honoured.  

6. If continue to default submit claim to Small Claim Tribunal.  

7. Failure with SCT order, proceed with Judgment Debtors Summon.  

Find below the Procedures of Collecting Revenue;  

A council employee responsible for revenue collection ensures that all revenue receipted is 

properly recorded in their respective accounts classification.  

Á Council employees responsible for revenue collection ensures that only authorized 

persons are collecting the revenue against issue of proper receipts.  

Á All Council employees responsible for revenue collection ensure the proper custody 

and security of all receipt books and other accounting forms.  

Á All receipted revenue is deposited in official bank accounts.  

Authority to Collect Revenue  

           Where officers are authorized to collect revenue, the CEO must ensure that they are 

provided with a letter of appointment as evidence of authority assigning them to this 

task.  

Revenue Received over the Counter  

Å Receipts issued for any cash received as revenue must be issued in sequential 

order.  

Å When cash or bank cheques are received, the cashier shall immediately issue 

an official receipt.  
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Å No post-dated cheques are allowed to be receipted as revenue.  

Å The cashier must enter relevant details specified on the receipt before signing 

it. Carbon copies on the receipt should be checked to ensure that details on 

the original receipts are also legible on these copies.  

Å No amendment shall be made on the carbon copies.  

Å The original receipt should be detached from the receipt book and issued to 

the payer.   

Å The cashier shall retain the book copy of the receipt for audit and verification 

purposes.  

Å If a receipt is spoilt it shall be marked ñcancelledò and retained in the receipt 

book.  

Å Receipts issued must be dated on the same day revenue is received and not 

post-dated.  

Daily Banking  

ü The cashier shall bank money received on a daily basis. The lodgement form 

shall   be prepared in duplicate detailing the deposits to be made.  

ü The lodgements form shall be checked and signed by the officer in charge of 

collecting revenue after cash to be deposited has been counted.  

ü When the cashier lodges the deposit with the bank, the bank will acknowledge 

receipt of monies by stamping and signing all lodgement forms.  

It will retain one copy and return the other copies to the cashier.  

ü The copy of the lodgement form retained with the cashier should be securely 

maintained for audit and other verification purposes.  

ü Revenue cash collections must not be mixed with petty cash.  

  

Accounting for Revenue  

× The cashier shall maintain a cashbook in which the following details shall be 

entered on a daily basis:  

i) Date of receiving cash or cheques and name of payer; 

ii) Receipt number and amount received; and iii) Revenue 

account classification.  

× The cashier must total the cashbook at the end of the day and give it to the 

officer in charge for checking. The officer in charge must sign the cashbook after 

checking the details in the cash book against issued receipts, money on hand and 

bank lodgement forms.  

× After reconciling details in the cashbook, the officer in charge of accounts shall 

submit the cashbook, duplicate receipts and lodgement forms to the ledger clerk for 

posting into the General Ledger.  

  

11. Please provide in details the actions taken by the Council on the anomalies that 

were highlighted by the Office of the Auditor General and the audit recommendations.  

Outlined below are the major issues addressed by the Council:  

a. There is a tenancy agreement in place for its lockup shop. We have conducted 

interviews on new tenancy and contracts signed by the tenants.  
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b. The Council has prepared a Risk Management Plan, Disaster Management Plan, OHS 

Policy, Asset Management Policy, The new Finance Manual and the HR Manual has 

been endorsed and now used by the Council.  

c. AR Narration 2019 completed. FS Audit Completed 2017.  

FS in progress Jan-July 2020.  

d. Council now complies with IFRS SMEôs Disclosure requirements.  

e. Council has installed MYOB accounting software which will eliminate Trade and other 

receivables balance. It will also address Tax compliance by the Council,  

f. Council has also engaged a qualified individual to assist the Council in updating all 

reconciliations.  

g. The Council conducted Ratepayers profiling from 2020. Rates invoice are issued at 

the beginning of every financial year and a 7% discount is given as an initiative to fully 

paid the current rates.  

h. Council has the Rates Arrears Aging of Debtors listing. It assists in the categorizing of 

rates arrears according to its age.  The total rates arrears for Tavua Town Council are 

$29,437.00.  
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PAC QUESTIONS  
BA TOWN COUNCIL 2019  

1. What action has been taken by the Council for those responsible for the anomalies?  

A number of anomalies in the financial statements have been carried forward from prior years. 

Council had found out that the finance officer who was given the role of Acting Accountant did not 

have full knowledge of the preparation of the Accounts to the IFRS standard. There had been no 

handover done by the previous Accountant and no training was provided to the finance officer 

who took up the role of the Acting Accountant.   

Council has advertised for the Head of Finance & Administration in 2021 and is in the process of 

the recruitment.   

Meanwhile, CEO has worked with the existing finance team to reconcile and work on the variances 

which are being carried forward from prior years.  

Council is aiming to clear off most of the variances in the 2020 accounts.  

  

2. Can the Council explain why the Govind Park Project was not completed on time despite 

being allocated a total amount of $4,468,928.00 as at 31/12/2019?  

Govind Park project first phase was only for design and built. The design & build contract was 

awarded to Four R Electrical & General Contractors for $4.175m. The balance was paid to the 

Project Manager, Quatity Surveyor, and used in demolition for the old structure. The delay in 

construction of the pavilion was due to the bad weather, delay in arrival of steel structures and 

due to change in scope by the Contractor.   

To date there are defects in the stadium which has not been fixed by the contractor and Council 

has submitted the proposal to Ministry of Local Government to get approval from CIU to terminate 

the contractor and use the retention held back from the contractorôs payment to get the works 

finished by another source.  

Council has also submitted proposal for 2nd phase to the Ministry of Local Government on the 

funds needed and the recruitment of lead consultant via tender to get the remaining works 

finished; which includes:  

Å Building Services Contract  

Å FEA Transformer  

Å Perimeter Fencing  

Å Govind Park Boundary Wall  

Å Ticket Gates  

Å Flood Lights  

Å Ground Works  

Å Ground Embankment Works  
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Å Embankment Toilet Facilities  

Å Scoreboard  

  

  

3. Can the Council advice on the status on the audit recommendation on the anomalies in 

Property, Plant and Equipment.  

Property, Plant and Equipment variances have been identified and had been adjusted in the 2020 

accounts.   

  

4. What is the update on bookings of Accrual and Creditors?  

The revenue and expenses are recorded on a monthly basis, i.e. as and when the transactions 

occur.   

  

  

5. Can the Council update on the Committee on the strategy of collecting revenue?  

Rates Collection Strategies  

Å Ba Town Council has offered 7% discount on current rates cleared in the months of August 

& September 2021;  

Å Ratepayers have been given options to make arrangement to pay their rates in installments 

on a weekly, fortnightly and monthly basis;  

Å We have liaised with ratepayers and their employers to have direct deduction at source with 

Employers and with employee permission;  

Å Online banking platform made available for the ratepayers and the bank details are included 

in the invoices;   M-Paisa account with Vodafone for Ba Town Council has been 

made available for ease of payment.  

Å Matters are being referred to small claims tribunal for those who have not paid their arrears 

and are not coming forth to make arrangements despite numerous calls.  

Å Eight cases have been filed in the court for recovery of rates.  

 Other Revenue Collection  

 The tenants who have been facing difficulty due to COVID-19 have made arrangements with 

Council to clear off their dues.  

Those debtors who do default their arrangement process, Council serves them demand notice to 

recover the debts.  

For amounts owing less than $5k, debtors are referred to the small claims tribunal.  
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6. Can the Council advice who is responsible for roads, drains, footpaths and how much does 

it cost the council to maintain these on the monthly and annual basis?  

The roads, footpath, drains and road reserve are the property of the Fiji Roads Authority.  

The cleaning of the footpath, drains and road reserve is done by the Council. The monthly cost to 

clean and maintain the drain is around $5,291.36 which is $63,496.32 on an annual basis. 

However, if there are major repairs to any drains then the cost will be determined by the scope of 

works done for the job.  

  

7. How does the Council plan to mitigate flooding in your own Municipality?  

The main cause of flooding is the Ba River and the Elevuka Creek that runs through the town.   

Council has called for a meeting with Minister of Local Government, Minister of Waterways and 

Ba Chamber of Commerce on 6th March 2021 to discuss the issues faced by Ba Town after the 

two major flooding in the first three months of the year 2021.  

Hon. Minister for Local Government and Hon. Minister for Waterways were present in this meeting 

whereby the discussions were held to put up alleviation plans for Ba Town.  

  

Ministry of waterways had announced for dredging of the Ba River and the process of tender 

started after the meeting. The dredging of Ba River started in January 2022.  

Also the Hon. AG had announced in January 2022 that the Government has planned to divert the 

Elevuka Creek.  

Council has been clearing the drains in towns prior and after the flooding to ensure there is no 

blockage. Council has also carried out the assessment of the drains and the culverts used in order 

to improve drainage in the towns and wards. The reports will be submitted to Ministry of Local 

Government and Ministry of Waterways.  
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Re: Reschedule of PAC Public Hearing Time to 9:00 a.m. Friday 22 April 2022  

Josese Rakuita <jrakuita@gmail.com> 

Wed 5/4/2022 4:29 PM 

To: Mateo W. Lagimiri <mateo.lagimiri@govnet.gov.fj>  

Cc: savenaca.koro@yahoo.com <savenaca.koro@yahoo.com>;Josese Rakuita <ltc@connect.com.fj>;Ben G 

Naidu <bennaidu.levuka@gmail.com>;Joanne Rymell <joanne.rymell14@gmail.com>;nia vugakoto 

<vugakoto7@gmail.com>;Mateo Lagimiri <mateo.lagimiri@legislature.gov.fj>  

2 attachments (841 KB) 

LCC Acct.PDF; Heritage housing proposal.PDF; 

Thank you Mr Mateo for the questions raised as a follow up to our responses following the 

committee's supplementary questions as follows: 

(a) the number of Residen al and Commercial ratepayers that are under Heritage Status 

within the Levuka Town Boundary; 

Ans: The number of residen als is 167 and commercials is 86, so currently we have a total 

of 253 rateable proper es in Levuka Town.  

(b) the detailed requirements of the 1/3 government assistance for the refurbishment of 

the dilapidated heritage buildings; and 

Ans: The response to this ques on is a ached, however we want to emphasize the need to 

have a policy paper on the 1/3 and 2/3 funding contribu on as part of the government's 

ini a ve and contribu on toward the conserva on and preserva on of the heritage status 

of Levuka Town.  

(c) in consulta on with the Ministry of Local Government, please provide a brief on the 

Heritage Commi ee, the public funds approved since its incep on, the closing balance as at 

31 December 2021 that are under the Conserva on Loan, the $50,000 approved budget 

and its financial accountability and transparency process between the Commi ee, the 

Levuka Town Council and the Ministry of Local Government. 

Ans: A ached is the statement for the end of year 31 December 2021. Please note that 

the account at Westpac goes back to 2014, however it is noted that prior to this the BSP 

Bank was maintaining this account and was transferred to Westpac in 2014 during the 

closure of BSP in Levuka. For this reason we have to check further records with BSP in 

Suva to ascertain the source of funding for this fund. Please allow us some me to come 

to Suva for this verifica on and report back to your high office for informa on purposes.  
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We thank you Mr Mateo for the opportunity to make a response to the issues raised by 

the  Parliamentary Select Commi ee.  

JR 

CEO LTC  
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On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 4:53 PM Mateo W. Lagimiri <mateo.lagimiri@govnet.gov.fj> wrote: 

Bula Vinaka Mr Rakuita, 

  

Thank you for availing yourself and Ms Vugakoto to appear before the Public Accounts Commi ee last 

week Friday. 

  

As discussed during the public hearing, the Commi ee has requested for the following supplementary 

responses in rela on to some of the issues raised in the 2019-2020 Audit Report on Municipal Councils (PP 

No. 105 of 2020). 

  

These are, for Levuka Town Council to provide ς 

(a) the number of Residen al and Commercial ratepayers that are under Heritage Status within the 

Levuka Town Boundary; 

(b) the detailed requirements of the 1/3 government assistance for the refurbishment of the dilapidated 

heritage buildings; and 

(c) in consulta on with the Ministry of Local Government, please provide a brief on the Heritage Commi 

ee, the public funds approved since its incep on, the closing balance as at 31 December 2021 that are 

under the Conserva on Loan, the $50,000 approved budget and its financial accountability and 

transparency process between the Commi ee, the Levuka Town Council and the Ministry of Local 

Government. 

  

Thank you and we look forward to hearing from you soon. 

  

Regards 
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Mateo Lagimiri 

  

  

  

  

JR 
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Deputy Commi ee Clerk  

Standing Commi ee on Public Accounts 

From: Josese Rakuita [mailto:jrakuita@gmail.com]   

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 11:19 AM  

To: Mateo Lagimiri <mateo.lagimiri@legislature.gov. >  

Cc: Savenaca Koro <savenaca.koro@yahoo.com>; Josese Rakuita <ltc@connect.com. >; Mateo W. Lagimiri 

<mateo.lagimiri@govnet.gov. >; Ben G Naidu <bennaidu.levuka@gmail.com>; Joanne Rymell 

<joanne.rymell14@gmail.com>  

Subject: Re: Reschedule of PAC Public Hearing Time to 9:00 a.m. Friday 22 April 2022 

Vinaka Mateo this is noted and confirmed. We request confirmation of the venue please.  

Vinaka  

CEO LTC  

On Wed, 20 Apr 2022, 09:57 Mateo Lagimiri, <mateo.lagimiri@legislature.gov.fj> wrote: 

Good Morning Mr Rakuita 

  

The Public Accounts Commi ee is kindly reques ng to reschedule the hearing me to 9:00 a.m. instead of 

10:00 a.m. on Friday, 22 April 2022.  

  

Grateful for your confirma on in that regard and apologies for the inconvenience caused.  

  

Thank you. 
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Mateo Lagimiri 

 

Deputy Commiee Clerk 

Standing Commiee on Public Accounts 

  

From:  Josese Rakuita < j rakuita @g mail.com >   

Sent:  Tuesday, April 19, 2022 9:36 AM   

To:  Mateo Lagimiri < mateo.la g imiri @ le g islature. g ov. > ; Mateo W. Lagimiri  < mateo.la g imiri @g ovnet. g ov. >   

Cc:   savenaca.koro @ yahoo.com  < savenaca.koro @ yahoo.com > ; Levuka Town Council  < ltc @ connect.com. >   

Subject:  Fwd: 

  

Please note the attached information sheet on our attendance. 

  

Vinaka 

  

JR 

CEO LTC 

  

Click  her e   to report this email as spam. 

  

  

This message has been scanned for malware by Websense.  www.websense.co m 
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http://www.websense.com/


Page 36 of 384 
 

  



Page 37 of 384 
 

 



Page 38 of 384 
 

 



Page 39 of 384 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  

LIST OF WITNESSES WRITTEN EVIDENCE  

Consolidated Substantive & Supplementary Reponses 

ï  2018-2019 Audit Report on Municipal Councils  (PP 
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