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 MR. CHAIRMAN.- Good afternoon everyone.  I shall call the meeting to order now.  Before 

we proceed, we will request Mr. Mohammed Gulab to lead us with the word of prayer. 

 

 (Prayer in Hindi - Mr. Mohammed Gulab) 

 

 MR. CHAIRMAN.- Thank you, Sir, for leading us with the word of prayer.  Before we start, 

I would like to apologise for coming in a bit late.   I was at Dreketi having some Ministry’s 

commitment which I could not leave but thank you so much for waiting.   

 

 On behalf of the Standing Committee on Justice, Law and Human Rights, I would like to 

welcome each and every one of you who is present here this afternoon to attend the public 

consultation on the two Bills that is before the Committee, the Heritage Bill 2021, Bill No. 3 of 2021 

and Investment Fiji Bill 2022, Bill No. 5 of 2022. 

 

 What I was told by certain people here that there are certain other issues that members and 

the general public would like to discuss, we will leave that until the end of this session.  Once we are 

done with this formal meeting, then we can discuss whatever issues you are facing and I shall relate 

that to the relevant agencies and ministries. But for this particular meeting, we will be basically 

concentrating on these two Bills that are before us.  

 

 (Introduction of Committee Members) 

 

 Without any further delay, I will take you through the Bills. First, I will explain the two Bills 

in English because English is the formal and recognised language in Parliament, so I, as the 

Chairman, will be speaking in English.  Then honourable Rohit Sharma will translate the Bills in 

Hindi and honourable Mosese Bulitavu will be translating the Bills in i Taukei language as well.   

 

 With regards to the Heritage Bill 2021, Fiji basically became a party to the Convention 

concerning the protection of the World Cultural Heritage site which was adapted at the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) General Conference in 1972.  

On 21st December, 1990, Fiji as a country signed this Convention, the Convention which was 

backdated to 1972.   

 

 As a State party to the World Heritage Convention, it is required under the Convention to 

adopt legislation and administrative provision to give effect to the World Heritage Convention.  

Therefore, Heritage Bill 2021, Bill No. 3 of 2021, provides the domestication of the World Heritage 

Convention in Fiji.  Since we were signatory to the Convention, we had to domesticate our law so 

that we can go forth and implement whatever the Convention is saying.   

 

In a nutshell, if you look at the Heritage Bill, heritage sites are sites that have very unique 

history.  For example, places that are manmade and natural as well, so it is both natural heritage and 

other manmade structures and monuments that has heritage value to it.   

 

Basically, there are nine parts of the Bill itself, which are as follows.   

 

 Part 1 – Interpretation and Objective 

 

 If we look at the objective of the Bill itself, there are couple of objectives, to: 

 

(a) provide for the recognition and management of places having potential and actual world 

heritage values; 
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(b) establish the Council and provide for the functions and powers for safeguarding the 

integrity of places having potential and actual world heritage values; 

(c) establish, monitor and manage the Fiji Register; 

(d) provide for the management of places on the Fiji Register; 

(e) provide for individual operating trust funds for places on the Fiji Register; 

(f) implement the World Heritage Convention; and 

(g) provide for other matters that are necessary for the administration of this Act. 

 

 You might have seen on the Parliamentary Facebook page and web page that there were 

certain sessions held around Vanua Levu, as well as in Levuka, whereby we went to collect 

submissions on this Bill. Currently, there is one place known as Levuka Town, our first capital which 

is listed as the heritage site and then we have three tentative ones which are the: 

 

1. Sand Dunes; 

2. Yadua Taba; and 

3. Sovi Basin. 

 

 All of you would be aware that the Sand Dunes is located in Sigatoka, Yadua Taba is an island 

in the Bua Province whereby we get to see species of iguana that is only found on that island.  It is 

very unique and it is one of the potential heritage site.  The Sovi Basin is a forest situated between 

the borders of Naitasiri and Namosi.  Again, a lot of unique species are found in that forest so we 

need to preserve it and it has a heritage value to it.   

 

 In Labasa, we have gone to certain places where we think they have potential heritage value 

as well. We had a meeting at Naag Mandir and we did site visitation as well.  We have also visited 

the Floating Island in Kurukuru, Lagalaga, which also has a very good potential to be listed as a 

world heritage site.   

 

The other Bill is the Investment Fiji Bill 2022 which is in line with the Heritage Bill 2021.  If 

we do register a particular place as a heritage site, then Tourism Fiji is definitely going to promote it 

as a tourist destination.  But in order for that to happen, we need accommodation, at least, three star 

or five star hotels to be built.  So we need investors to come in to invest in such places whereby we 

can start accommodating tourists once these places are listed as World Heritage sites or potential 

heritage sites.  So we are taking these two Bills to the general public. 

 

 Part 2 – Fiji Heritage Council 

 

 That is the formulation of Fiji Heritage Council, what is going to guide the Council, functions 

of the Council, meeting of the Council, disclosures of interest and other duties of the Secretary.   

 

 Part 3 – Accounts and Finances 

 

 The financial reporting and audit of accounts of the Council that is going to be formed which 

is the Fiji Heritage Council, the annual report that is going to be tabled in Parliament and Parliament 

is going to allocate it to a specific Committee and most likely in this case it is the Standing Committee 

on Social Affairs whereby they are going to scrutinise the annual report and then present the report 

back to Parliament. 

 

 Part 4 – The Fiji Register 

 

 The Fiji Heritage Council is supposed to keep a register whereby all those potential and 
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tentative heritage sites are to be listed before we can nominate those places under UNESCO to be 

listed as World Heritage sites.   

 

 Part 5 – Management of Potential World Heritage Places 

 

 Basically, this Part talks about the management plan, how we are going to manage those 

places.  There will be Management Committees as well which are going to look after those places 

that are listed, et cetera. 

 

 Part 6 – World Heritage Listing 

 

 Nominations to the Tentative List and to the World Heritage List, preparing of nomination of 

those places. 

 

 Part 7 – Funds for Fiji’s Heritage 

 

 There is going to be an operational trust fund and Parliament is going to approve the amount 

of money to be given to the Fiji Heritage Council to run their affairs and ensure those sites are well 

managed.  

 

 Part 8 – Buffer Zones 

 

 If there is a potential site, there will be a buffer zone placed between all these sites. 

 

 Part 9 is Miscellaneous. 

 

 As far as the Investment Fiji Bill 2022 is concerned, the following are functions of the 

different Parts. 

 

 Part 1 – Objective 

 

 The Bill sets out the mandate and functions of  Investment Fiji for the implementation of 

investment and export promotion, strategies in close collaboration with the Ministry which are aimed 

at increasing domestic and foreign investors into Fiji and increase in exports for Fiji’s development.   

 

 As you might be aware, for any country to develop its economy, investment is very important 

- foreign investors who are coming in, our domestic investors investing in Fiji and how we can 

increase our local manufactures’ exports.  So, that is basically the objective. 

 

 Part 2 – Investment Fiji 

 

 This Part talks about Investment Fiji and where does it come into the picture.  This is the 

office that is going to look after this Bill when it becomes an Act and it looked after the Investment 

Fiji Act that was passed in June 2021. The Bill is there, we need a particular office to ensure that 

appropriate actions are taken - whatever the clause is saying, whatever the Investment Fiji Act is 

saying and how it is going to be implemented is very important.   

 

 Part 2 is basically the formation of Investment Fiji, the mandate of Investment Fiji, the 

functions of Investment Fiji, the Board that is going to govern Investment Fiji, the meetings of the 

Board, the functions of the Board, how the CEO is going to be selected, the functions and job 

description of the CEO, the sub-committees, et cetera.   
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 Part 3 – Accounts and Finance 

 

 Funding, financial reporting and audit of accounts is very important under accountability and 

transparency.  Again, every year, they come with an annual report and that is going to be tabled 

before Parliament.   

 

 Part 4 – Directions by the Minister 

 

 Government is going to make the policy which is going to be passed on to the Board and that 

will show the direction on which particular area Investment Fiji needs to promote Fiji as an 

investment site.  For example, if tomorrow Government decides that we do not have pharmaceutical 

investors in Fiji because we do not produce medicine in Fiji, they will give a direction to Investment 

Fiji that we need to promote pharmaceutical industry in Fiji.  We can get both, local and foreign 

investors to come and invest in the pharmaceutical sector and there are a lot of places in Vanua Levu 

known as tax free zones. Those are some of the initiatives that Government is going to do.   

 

 Those investors who are coming can come and invest in other places, apart from Suva and 

Lautoka.  So if we are able to get investors to come and invest in Seaqaqa, that will create jobs which 

will benefit the people of Seaqaqa.  So that is basically what this Bill is all about and how we are 

going to give directions to Investment Fiji on where to go.   

 

Basically in a nutshell, this is what the two Bills are all about.  I now give time to honourable 

Rohit Sharma to translate everything in Hindi, before we switch to honourable Mosese Bulitavu to 

translate in i Taukei language as well. Thank you, very much. 

 

(Explanation on the Investment Fiji Bill 2022 in Hindi – Hon. R.R. Sharma and Heritage Bill 

2021 by Hon. Dr. S.R. Govind) 

 

 MR. CHAIRMAN.- Thank you for translating the Bills in Hindi.  Do we need it to be 

translated in i Taukei as well?   

 

 RESIDENTS OF DAGAU.- No. 

 

 MR. CHAIRMAN.- Thank you very much.  I think you must have understood what the Bills 

are all about.  As we have stated earlier, this is a Parliamentary process whereby we need to go out 

and collect submissions before any Bill is passed in Parliament. So whichever Bill that is referred to 

us, we, as a Committee, go around and collect submissions and then we present our report back to 

Parliament.   

 

 Now, I would like to open the floor for anyone who has any specific question with regards to 

the two Bills.  Any clarification you would like to seek with regards to the two Bills, this is the time 

to do so.  Thank you. 

 

 (Question asked by Mr. R. Dayal in Hindi and responded to by Hon. R.R. Sharma in Hindi) 

 

 MR. P. CHANDRA.- Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I am Prakash Chandra, I am also an 

Advisory Councillor in the Solove area.  

 

 First of all, I would like to thank the Standing Committee on Justice, Law and Human Rights 

for your presence here this afternoon at Dagau, Seaqaqa, and I also strongly support the Heritage Bill 

because it will attract tourists.  At present in Vanua Levu, we do not have enough tourists coming 
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around and if they do come, all types of investments like hiring of carriers, trucks and taxis will come 

into effect.  

 

 Our two heritage sites that you have seen - the Naag Mandir and Floating Island, they have 

never been developed so far.  The Floating Island has been there for years but no investment has been 

done so far.  That area needs to be cleaned and proper road and housing should be done.  People 

come a long way from Viti Levu, even from overseas, to see all those sites.  So, this is a very good 

move from the Government of Fiji where they are investing money on all those things. 

 

 Also, regarding the Investment Fiji Bill 2022, first of all, I would like to give a brief history 

of the Seaqaqa settlement.  People settle here before cane farming came to Seaqaqa. In 1975, the 

Government led by the late Ratu Mara stepped in and brought cane farming to Seaqaqa and that was 

one of the largest investment been done by the European Union and the Australian Government.   

 

 Sir, people from other areas came and settled in Seaqaqa.  We managed to produce 80,000 

tonnes of cane at that time but later on, it was declined because we had the two coups.  The price of 

cane declined and people moved out from Seaqaqa because they had no interest.  

 

Later on when this Government came in, again, with a lot of help to cane farming, such as 

fertiliser subsidy, cane planting grant, et cetera, people took interest again, so they came back and 

planted cane. But one thing I would like to tell share this evening, that we do not have any other 

factories or any other employment for our children.  When we put them for education up to Form 7 

or tertiary level, they move out from their parents and stay in Labasa Town or move to Suva or to 

Nausori and look for better jobs. 

 

 As you have said, we need investment here.  We have the potential here, like cane farming 

is coming up, we can plant other crops but the thing is that, we do not have the market and no other 

assistance regarding factories to process those things.  Lately, I have been talking with the 

Department of Agriculture Officials in Seaqaqa. They have planted turmeric and ginger in the area. 

They said that they do not have any market for turmeric or ginger, so people find it difficult to sell 

those commodities, so if the Government can step in. 

 

There is a factory - a private company, which has not started.  The owner bought machines 

for turmeric processing - washing, drying, cutting and he wants to send his products overseas. 

However, he might buy turmeric at a low price from farmers, so we want the Government to step in.   

 

We can also plant chillies, tomatoes and other crops. If the market is flooded, we do not get 

enough money to sell it here.  We cannot sell it in Seaqaqa.  We take it to Labasa Market and it is a 

very expensive process.  So my request to the Government is to encourage the farmers to plant 

turmeric and ginger and the factory to be run by the Government.  They have to buy at a good price 

so the people will have interest in doing farming and staying back in Seaqaqa. Thank you. 

 

 (Response in Hindi – Hon. R.R. Sharma) 

 

 (Question asked by Mr. M. Gulab in Hindi) 

 

 MR. CHAIRMAN.- Thank you much very, Sir, on the Investment Fiji Bill 2022.  What Mr. 

Gulab was stating is that, they have heard that the Fiji Government is going to build an international 

airport.  Just a plan to do so but at this point in time, we do understand that there are some delays 

because of COVID-19 but definitely Government did plan that.  It is in our 5 Year and 20 Year 
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Development Plan that we need to have international port of entries in Vanua Levu, not just air but 

sea as well, so that we can reduce freight and investment can come to Vanua Levu as well.   

 

The other issue that Mr. Gulab did mention is about electricity in this particular area.  That is 

not directly related to the Bill and I will respond to that once we conclude this meeting.  We will 

move forward.   

 

 MR. M. ADAM.- Thank you, Sir.   Regarding the Investment Fiji Bill 2022, since many 

people here in Seaqaqa are cane farmers, we have heard that the Government is planning to have a 

mini mill in Seaqaqa.  We would like to ask whether it will happen.  

 

If a mini mill is in Seaqaqa, that will ease a lot of farmers’ problems.  For example, we send 

our sugarcane to Labasa which is costing almost $16 to $20 per tonne.  So if a mini mill is built in 

Seaqaqa, that will reduce the cost to the farmers.   

 

A suggestion, if the Three Sisters Mountain in Batinikama is also unique, then it could be a 

place of heritage.  That is all I have.   

 

 MR. CHAIRMAN.- Thank you, Sir.  Once again, in regards to the mini mill, I will try to 

explain that after this session. It is not directly related but indirectly related about the Government’s 

plans, et cetera, which we will discuss after this session.   

 

As far as the Three Sisters Mountain is concerned, yes, definitely, a very unique place.  

Everyone in Vanua Levu knows about the history behind it and some myths as well so definitely, 

that can be a potential site.  But there is a process that needs to be followed.  The mataqali that is the 

landowning unit of that particular area needs to write to the Fiji National Trust but if this Bill becomes 

an Act, they have to write to the Fiji Heritage Council, put an application through and have it 

registered as a potential heritage site.   

 

The Department of Heritage, as well as the Fiji Heritage Council will come along and check 

the requirements that need to fulfil the Convention itself before it can be registered either as a 

potential or as a heritage site.   

 

Definitely, your views are taken, thank you very much. With regards to the Three Sisters 

Mountain, we will definitely look into it and see what can be done in the near future. Thank you. 

 

  (Translation in Hindi – Hon. R.R. Sharma) 

 

  (Question in Hindi by Mr. M. Gulab)  

 

 HON. R.R. SHARMA.- For our viewers, Mr. Gulab had explained that he used to work in the 

Department of Forestry 60 years ago, there was  forest reserve somewhere around Batiri and Nararo.  

When they used to visit those places, they felt that there were houses there.  He was just wondering 

where those people have gone to.   

 

 Those houses do not exist now but they constructed the site with stones all around, the 

boundary and trees were really huge.  Some have been cut and some are still there. He was just 

wondering because during that time, Dagau did not exist and those other places.  Where did those 

people get their food from, water source, light, et cetera?  He was trying to say that, that is also a 

unique place.   
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 (Translation in Hindi by Hon. R.R. Sharma) 

 

 (Vote of Thanks – Hon. M.D. Bulitavu) 

 

 The Committee adjourned at 4.21 p.m. 

 


