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Budget 2018-2019 Head No. 2: Office of the Prime Minister

Background

The Office of the Prime Minister (‘OPM’) provides administrative and logistical support to
the Prime Minister in his role as Head of Government and Chairperson of Cabinet. The OPM
also has authority over the Department of Immigration, which is responsible for passport
issuance, entry and departure permits, and processing of citizenship applications.

The 2018-2019 Budget sees a slight increase in operating expenditure, and a larger increase
in capital expenditure funding (under both this head and Head 50 — Miscellaneous Services)
compared to 2017-2018.

Trends

The OPM allocation for 2018-2019 totals $24.1 million, comprising $14.3 million for
operating expenditure and $9.3 million for capital expenditure. The total allocation
represents an increase of 0.5 per cent on the last financial year ($24.0 million).

An additional $8.2 million has been allocated for capital expenditure under Head 50 —
Miscellaneous Services.

The following graphs show funding trends over the past five years.

Office of the Prime Minister expenditure by type, 2014-2015 to 2018-2019
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Office of the Prime Minister total expenditure, 2014-2015 to 2018-2019
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Budget announcements and allocations

Citizenship and immigration
The Budget allocates $50,000 of new funding to citizenship ceremonies. It also provides
$300,000 to improve access to immigration services and install new systems for passport

issuance.

Raising living standards
The Budget allocates $9.0 million to the Prime Minister’s Small Grants Scheme (the same as

the 2017-2018 Budget), which does the following:

e Education: Upgrades to school buildings, sports grounds and footpaths. The
allocation also covers the installation of solar and water systems, and funds the
purchase of school furniture, equipment and technology.

e Community Development: Among other things, this scheme upgrades and
constructs evacuation centres, procures sports equipment for youth groups, funds
women’s empowerment programs, and constructs infrastructure projects.

Mahogany industry development
The Budget allocates $250,000 to support the development of the mahogany industry and
the activities of the Fiji Mahogany Trust.

Maintenance of facilities

$8.0 million will be provided in 2018-2019 to continue work on a new Prime Minister’s
Office Complex, and $158,000 allocated to continue maintenance works on the Prime
Minister’s Official Residence. This funding is provided under Head 50 — Miscellaneous

Services.
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Sources

e Fijian Government (2018) Budget estimates 2018-2019, Ministry of Economy, 28 June 2018.
[Hard copy.]

o Fijian Government (2018) General administration sector: 2018—2019 Budget kit. [Hard copy.]

July 2018

DISCLAIMER - This information is provided to Members of Parliament in support of their parliamentary
duties. It is a general briefing only and should not be relied on as a substitute for specific advice. The
Research and Library Team shall not be liable for any errors or omissions, or for any loss or damage of
any kind arising from its use, and may remove, vary or amend any information at any time without prior
notice. The Research and Library Team accepts no responsibility for any references or links to, or the
content of, information maintained by third parties.
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