PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI
Research and Library Services

Budget 2018-19 Head No. 15, Programme 1: Ministry of Justice

Background

The Ministry of Justice (‘Ministry’) is responsible for the administration of law and justice. It also has
responsibility for justices of the peace and administers registries of companies, businesses, credit
unions, money lenders, titles, deeds, birth, deaths and marriages.

The Fiji Corrections Service (Programme 2 of Head No. 15) is discussed in a separate briefing paper.

Trends

The total budget for the Ministry in 2018-2019 is $8.1 million, comprising $7.1 million for operating
expenditure, $0.7 million for capital expenditure and VAT of $0.3 million. This is an increase of
$165,900 or 2.1 per cent, as illustrated in the graphs below.

The Ministry will also receive aid-in-kind of $5.9 million in 2018-2019, a decrease from $7.3 million in
2017-2018.

Ministry of Justice expenditure by type, 2014-2015 to 2018-2019
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Ministry of Justice total expenditure, 2014-2015 to 2018-2019
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Budget announcements and allocations
Key ongoing programmes currently being delivered by the Ministry include:

e $1.0 million towards a digitisation program which aims to preserve information, improve
access for the public and facilitate other services through e-government portals;

e $0.3 million for opening new registry offices for births, deaths and marriages; and

e $0.3 million towards an upgrade and refurbishment of the Registrar of Titles Office.

Sources
e Sayed-Khaiyum Hon. A (Minister for Economy) Budget address 2018-2019, 28 June 2018.
[Hard copy.]
e Ministry of Economy General Administration Sector 2018 — 2019 Budget Kit (pp. 48-49) Suva,
Fiji.
July 2018

DISCLAIMER - This information is provided to Members of Parliament in support of their parliamentary
duties. It is a general briefing only and should not be relied on as a substitute for specific advice. The
Research and Library Team shall not be liable for any errors or omissions, or for any loss or damage of
any kind arising from its use, and may remove, vary or amend any information at any time without
prior notice. The Research and Library Team accepts no responsibility for any references or links to,
or the content of, information maintained by third parties.
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