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CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD

On behalf of the Social Affairs Standing Committee, | am pleased to present the Committee report
on the assessment made to the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment’s 2012 to

2014 Annual Reports.

The Ministry is responsible for the formulation and implementation of Local Government, Urban
Planning, Housing and Environment policies and programs. The Ministry also oversees the
operations of the National Fire Authority, Housing Authority and Public Rental Board.

On 8™ May, the Committee deliberated and reviewed the Ministry of Local Government, Housing
and Environment’s 2012 to 2014 Annual Reports and a presentation was made by the Permanent

Secretary, Mr. Joshua Wycliffe.

The Committee noted that in 2014, the Ministry was recognised for its achievements at the Service
Excellence Awards on three (3) major sectors which includes the good governance sector, economic

development sector and socio-cultural sector.

The Committee also took note and applauds the Ministry’s achievements in 2014.

e The Construction of accommodation units for rural women vendors at the Suva, Nadi and Sigatoka
markets;

e Introduction of the “First Home Owners” Grant aimed at assisting Fijians, own their first residential
house; and

e Squatter upgrading projects, re-location and integrated income generating projects.

In 2014, the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment had received a total of 180
applications on the First Home Buyers initiative and out of the 180 First Time Home Buyers, 55
applicants were Males, 11 were Females and 114 combined with a total budgetary allocation of
$10million.
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While scrutinizing the reports, the Committee noted that the three consecutive years from 2012 to
2014 was very challenging for the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment but
despite all the challenges, the overall performance of the Ministry was commendable, however the
Committee has put forward a few findings and recommendations which could enhance effective and
efficient service delivery.

In closing, | take this opportunity to thank the Deputy Chairperson, Hon. Veena Bhatnagar and the
Members, Hon. Salote Radrodro, Hon. Ruveni Nadalo, Hon. Anare T. Vadei and alternate Members,
Hon. Samuela Vunivalu and Hon. Alivereti Nabulivou for their contribution towards the scrutiny

and formulation of this bipartisan Report.

With these words, on behalf of the Committee | commend this Report to Parliament.

Hon. Viam Pillay
Chairperson of the Social Affairs Standing Committee
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Standing Committee on Social Affairs has conducted a review of the Ministry of Local
Government, Housing and Environment 2012, 2013 and 2014 Annual Reports and has few

recommendations to be brought to the attention of the House:
Recommendation 1

Taking into consideration the tabling of 2012 to 2014 Annual Reports in 2018, the Committee
recommends that in future there should be more timely presentation of Annual Reports.

Response from the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment

The Ministry fully agrees and is in the process of hiring specialists to drive the process — however, in
the interim the Ministry has put together a special task force to complete the reporting process without

delay.
Recommendation 2

Strengthening of Human Resource policies and recruitment processes to enhance workforce planning

and succession planning within the Ministry.
Response from the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment

The Ministry has since, worked closely with the Civil Services Reform Unit and will also (additionally)

appoint a senior Operations Manager to strengthen the workforce and succession planning processes.
Recommendation 3

Improvement of monitoring and collection process of rental arrears.

Response from the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment

This process has already commenced and a shared services model for collections is being employed
and has started to show results. The Ministry will continue to strengthen the collection process through

appropriate reporting and follow up systems.
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Recommendation 4

Improvement of systems and processes to reduce processing time of applications such as on

rezoning, subdivision, building development approvals, taxi base approvals etc.
Response from the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment

The Ministry has initiated and will complete a restructure with a strong impetus towards service
delivery — the restructure will allow more personnel and systems (e-tracking) that are being

employed to have live (real-time) updates on the application process and track their progress path.

The Ministry will provide updates as the program progresses.
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INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment are responsible for the formulation
and implementation of Local Government, Urban Planning, Housing and Environment policies and
programs. The Ministry also has responsibilities for the National Fire Authority, Housing Authority
and Public Rental Board.

The Parliament at its sitting on 5™ April, 2018 referred the 2012 to 2014 Annual Reports of the
Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment to the Standing Committee on Social

Affairs to scrutinize.

The review of the three (3) mentioned Annual Reports involved consultation, collation of
information and data and a presentation from the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and
Environment which assisted the Committee members to fully understand the Ministry’s operations,

achievements and challenges encountered with those financial years.

On 8" May 2018, the Committee convened a meeting with the Officials from the Ministry to
deliberate on its 2012 to 2014 Annual Reports. The discussions were basically focused on the
Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment’s administration and gender breakdown,
organization structure, functions, policies/programs in place, budgetary allocation, achievements and

challenges faced.

The review report on the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment 2012 to 2014
Annual Reports contains the Committee recommendation, Committee findings, gender analysis and

the conclusion.
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FINDINGS

The Committee after its scrutiny for the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment
2012 to 2014 Annual Reports in consultation with the Ministry’s management and identified the
following findings:

1. Presentation of Annual Reports

The Committee noted that the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment was not
submitting their Annual Reports on time. It will be effective to deliberate and scrutinise on real-time
reports as it will have current issues which also justifies the budgetary utilisation level for that
financial year.

2. Human Resources

The Committee noted that the delay submission of annual reports was caused by the Ministry’s
engagement on the civil services reforms as well as the delays in the recruitment process of its
human resources who would be available to prepare these Annual Reports.

In this regard, there is a need for the Ministry to strengthen its human resources policies and
recruitment processes to enhance workforce planning and succession planning within the Ministry.

3. Rental Arrears

The Committee noted that rental arrears collection was a challenge in those three years and the
Ministry is responsible for the collection of those arrears. It is a need for the Ministry to improve its

monitoring and collection processes to address this recurring issue in those three consecutive years.
4. Processing time of Applications

The Committee noted that in 2014, the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment
had reviewed its legislations and these includes the Ozone Depleting Substances Act, Endangered
and Protected Species Act, Local Government Act, Town and Country Planning Act and work on the
process in the formulation of the National Housing Act.

Given the captioned issue, the Committee appreciates that the Ministry could consider in its review
to further improve its systems and processes to reduce processing time of applications on the aspects
of rezoning, subdivision, building development approvals, taxi base approvals and other approvals

that are administered by the Ministry.
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GENDER ANALYSIS

Gender is a critical dimension to parliamentary scrutiny. Under Standing Order 110 (2) where a
committee conducts an activity listed in clause (1), the Committee shall ensure full consideration
will be given to the principle of gender equality so as to ensure all matters are considered with regard

to the impact and benefit on both men and women equally.

In 2014, the Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment received a total of 180
applications on the First Home Buyers initiative program and out of the 180 First Time Home
Buyers, 55 applicants were Male, 11 were Female and 114 were from both genders with a total

budgetary allocation of $10million.
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CONCLUSION

The review of the Annual Reports from the year 2012 to 2014 for the Ministry of Local Government,

Housing and Environment was conducted in a comprehensive manner which covered all the required
aspects.

The response from the Ministry was acceptable and they managed to clarify on the issues raised by
the Members during their presentation. Moreover, given the time that has lapsed, the Committee has
still made a few recommendations for appropriate actions.

Overall, the Standing Committee on Social Affairs acknowledges and commends the Ministry on its
performance.
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SIGNATURES OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS STANDING COMMITTEE

n

Hon. Viam Fillay
(Chalrperson)

I s ~vomaaa
Hon. Salote Radrodro
(Member)

Hon. Veena Bhatnagar_
(Deputy Chairperson)

Q‘._, Bl scaseaniaann

Hon. Alifi

s Nabulivou
(Member) {Akernative Member)
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1: LIST OF ACRONYMS

Acronyms Meaning

SO Standing Orders
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APPENDIX 2: POWERPOINT PRESENTATION BY THE MINISTRY OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT AND WRITTEN RESPONSES TO
COMMITTEE’S QUESTIONS

MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSING
ENVIRONMENT

RESPONSE TO ANNUAL REPORT FROM 2012-20
STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL AFFAIRS

DATED 08/05/2018

1. What were the totz] conzsolidated rental a‘regsgsg 2012 (refer to page B)7
I 2012, s totel zrrmers &5 834 986, 110047

2 With reference to page 12, on the zllocation of $10 million for Waila City Housing Progress, what is the progressof this
project and farther elaboszte on the alloction of fands?

=  Tha Goveroment gzve 2 310 million grant for the Waila Citny Homing Project. Ot of thi, 38 million wes budgsted for the commction of fhe
regiona] road 2nd realizement of the Wandbeles water madn and 31 million was allocated of the Homving Authority Socid Homsing Police

= Asof Te Man 2015, Honsing Authosiny has dmizn phass for Waila Gty Prass [200 2]

3. Refensncs to pags 11, plems elabomte on bow mamy peopls benedfed from the Tocinsa East, Nepass 2nd Rasera Howssng projecs

Total number of people benefitting for the Tacirna Ezst, Nepani and Baiwai FRB Estate & 2,055 houschalds or 0,280 peaple. The
reakdown of residential lot ar rental housing units is shown i Table 1 balow

Tahble 1: Total Number of Feople Benefitting from Tacirma East. Nepani and Raiwai FRB

Nwmbor Fousing Projoct Total Numbo of Numbo Total Number]
Housing Uit houschald af Femgple
Laots bencfitied Boncfitting

i Terirus Eost Siemee 8 07 =1 T

= Tare= = = e

£ Retuwe FRE 25a ETE] 14853

TOTAL 2055 2,055 10,860
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2013
1. Percentage of collection
The verzzs collaciion ratehem mpoved o 20 avesge 755 compessd o pre 2009 steodiog 2 20 aversgs 6590
1. What has been the cocupancy rate for Lagilagi Housing from 2013 to date? |
k memmmmummmmsmm@mmwmmmm';
?;gthteis&.memmmg?ihnmmgmﬁﬁutidmnmﬂmsmnﬂaﬂmm:m&mm$m

3. The Auditors Reportin 2012 and 2013 recorded an unreconciled variance of 5582, 764 and $358,393
respectively. Pleaze explain.
*  In rdztion to the quelification pertzining o the Dapertment of Envisonment Mzin Trest Fund Acount, the Ministry with sistance
fFrom FAMIS had raconcled the Min Trst raondliztion fom 2013 1o Fuby 2017, The zomanlated vaniznce of 335055 bemrem the
Diepartments Trust Fund scmunt gensral ledesr babkne znd the bank setement baline, the Ministry will submit the subeiszion 1o
Ministey of Economy o rectify the vaiznre which had resnlbed Fom prioryesr’s migpodtines ad sdustment. Ao, will bs lzizawith
the Westpac Bank to provide the Bank: Statements prios fiom 2013 o undertahs the remnciliztion fom the ncaption of the Mzin Trust
Fund Acount
The Miniztny will provide snupdsts to the comenittes on theclszene of varins byend ofhzy 2018
Measures taken to avoid the iswme raisd asain

Provisonof FMIS training for Acounts Personne]

In houss cpediy uilding fzinne o motai s&E on proedurs: and processs pertaning torecond iations.

Al recondtistions preperad s verified znd signed copy of the reconciliztion is submitied toMinistyof  Economy

Al underline reconcilistions are tobe prepared on = monthly besis

Clozslymoniter the woslz of the subardinzies to enawrs the procedures and processss zre adhersd toztall times.

Tha Minizstry s closdy worling with Ministry o Econoeny to adjnat this variznce

2013 - continue

4, What was the gender compesition fom 2012, 20137

- 2012 there is not record with Regishy a5 advizsed thatthe computer which contined the information for 3012 and back had
crazhed

- 2013 [88 Mzle znd 57 Femals]

5. Why has these been staf turnover in 20137

= Atotal of 6 staff

» DLG-1 Secretary [Tristizna Dznidrodoo (Fesigned — Migration)]

» DTCP -3 Project Officers [Sophis & Reijisli (Resigned — new employment with Min of Ttzukei AfEirs 2nd Ronileshwar
Narayzn (Resigned — new smployment with Min. of Labour)]

= DOE - 1 Diisector [Jops Devetznivalu ((Fesignsd — new smplovment with SFREF))

» DOH- 1 Enginesr [Resns Dugnivaly (Fesigned — Ausdid Scholarshigh]
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2014

1. WWhat is the progress of the mangrove replanting project in Mavitilewy Bay, Pa {redfer to page 167

*  The replanting projec was an outoomes of an ADE funded project on “Coral Triangle nitiztives” Projact implamented in the Provinas
PRa. Makorotuha, Faldirald, Saivou, and Malawa, Mavitilewa Bay was identified 25 2 demonstration site.

»  The projec cutoome; foamed on improving manapement capabilities of ooastal and manine stakeholders, ampowening communities in
awphwghsrmamm:memﬁmha&inm arﬂ}n\mg'lqgﬂmﬂrquﬂ?myﬁmﬂﬂshm}zmgm
egrated coastal pemeant and SooryE ork establiched by povernment.

»  The replamting of mangrowes along the degraded coastlines of Mawitilewy Bay was aimed 2t helping communities redore the mangrowe
ecryrhem, revive lost spedes and re-build resilisnce to dimate chance.  Apart from the replanting, the projact abo aeristed thres nearby
oomamenities and their koczl] primary school in setting up mangrowe nurseries to help with onpoing replanting by commaunities.

= Thewi Yaubula Manzpement Committes was tashed to monitor the activities and report bade to the ated Coast: 'IMamﬁ_nem
Cms':ﬁcfh‘rwxabnm l.l'id.ﬂ'fhcmnn:r The project wis supported by Conservation International] an NGO through ther

replanting program in Vitawa, Topowere and
2. 0n page 15, please slzhorate more on the impleamentation of the newr spedes induded under CJITEL

*  The Comemtion on Imemational Trade in Endangered Spade; of 'Wild fauna and Flora (CITES) & an agresment dewsloped betwrssn
governments to enpure that imernational trade does not threaten 2 spedes survival. A the trade in wild animalk and plants ooses |
border;s betwieen countries, the efiort to regulate it requiness imternational cooperation. |

= {ITES i applied to three Appendiclisted speder. Appendic 11 lists spaces are allcwed to be traded for commerdal purpose but are |
stmicthy repulated whils Appendin | lsts spacdes prohibted from amy commesrdal trade \

»  [Fifi imyplements the CITES obiecies: through the nationa] lepidations End angered and Proterter] Speciec (FPG Act 2002 and it
s-.ineql.mﬂ regulation of 2003, The Act regulates any trade (export, import, reexport) of amy spedes that ane lited in the Appendioss of

'I'}E'hcrmg of sharkes under Appendix 11 wioubd mean that amy trade in sharies whether dﬁdmahe.xdmurn!mpmuaﬂnw\ed
]l purposes but needs to be strictly repulated under national e, CITES i regulated through 2 permitting process
Iy the Ministry of Emvironment under the EPS Act. The Act alio requines amy trader whether it's 2 person or company maust
order to trade in the spades.

2014 - continue
3.WWhat i the progress of the UGMAP earmariond for Mew Town Development Le. Keyasu, Mabouwaly and 32aqaqa {reder to page
7
& Eeiyas New Town Dewlopment
= Zoning Plan in 2014 and Land soquired in 2015
= Cumently under Planning & Diesign Doaumentation Phase.
= Subdivirion Schame Plan for Kefyasi has been approwved in 2017

& Enginzering Plans i currently being prepared with expacted completion by Juby-August 2018 whilst the Emvironment Impact
Asserament (E1A]) is expected to be completed JuneJuly 2018,

= il and comstruction weoris whill commence thereafter

2 Mabowwahs MewTown

= Zoning Plan in 2014 and Land soquired in 2015

= Subdiwision Scheme Approwalin 2017 and Enginesring Plans & Design in 2018,

= Groundbresking and chil and construchion works i expected to comimencs soon, awaiting Government Tender Board dedsion.
& Eeagam New Twn Development:

= Zoning Plan in 20714 and Lnd soquired in 2015

= Land acquired in 2015 and leace sgresment to be finalized by iTaubesi Lands Trust Board (TLTE)

= ke of sitting tenant;s on land earmarked for Bus Station and Market have alic been 2 contributing factor to slow-proosssing of
lezse by TLTE.

=  Mote that all land for Mew Town Development (Ketyas, Mabouvraly & S=aqaqa) had been aoquired for processng in 2015,
Dooumentations will only proceed upon irruanos of bazse to the Ministry.
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2014 - continue
4."What iz the progress of the sports integrated complexes in Vumidawa, Seaqaqa and Ralorakd {povernment capital projecs)?
Madi - Lautchks comidor road widening:
Mewr Magon Hospital
Regional Polics Academy
Office of the Prime Minisber MLGHE™ s role is through DTCP as fadilitabor in terms of subdivision approvals, all of
whvich were granted in 11/12,/2012. DTCP is aleo amajor stakeholder to the building devslopment process and by 2004,

the Mimistry of touth and Sports were to submit conoept plans 25 well 2 work on the reguired documents for
compliance to subdivision conditions such as E1A.

Medi— Lk ik {aricieni

Thiis is the task of Fiji Roads Authority and MLGHE s contribution to the widening program is through planming and design

procesz, whene DTCP furmishes plans and information for consideration in the dagign.

Mew Neweor Hospial

Rezoned in 2012 from Residendial ‘A" to Civic — Hospital, the Outline Building Development [Concept Plans) was for the

mmqudsammmcmmaWhiwms

Eepional Police Acodamy.

Considered in 2014 with further work nesdad. On 159012013, the Dhdrector of Lands, a5 the consutants for the project
to furnish DTCP with a Concept Flan.

2014 - continue
5. 0m page 5, whar is tie progress of the amendwens of the Local Governmens et and whether the review ineludes 30% off |
women in the Cowncil as mandared by CEDART? |
= 2 Local Goversment Act Rendesy Snal sohmdvvicers hone hoen pesneesd and beny anncanossment oo the way forsand ha boen mads dosing the |
S Mmmicipad Loca] Govesnnrmesnt Forem bald o fhs AThest Park, Sove in serty Mardy, 1015, 1

= b The sxhiing 201 mads wp of 15 parh with sssociated adh, by leon 20d segnlatioen hen heen gememithyzznesd to be spmisd and replosd.
= o The act rendes; 2a par ssooeds, shoo that the 2 rendeoy hes haan 2 b redbnm, 2zesed by Coundl 2nd stzbebholders fromzs sxrbya 19900

= d AEohery of Local Goveroment, Hosdng 2nd Emeirommen?, had tzabad the Locd Governnment Commemitiss fo coms wp with poaadbls terms of
seferencs fiorthe Aot review in Mag D016

= o Following, in depth anahyevi 2nd tovo rosnds of prelimineny ccemslation with Manicipa] Conncil 2nd stabsholders, the commdiniss ha

foerorzrdad terma of refirencs 2nd ohusnaticnn to the hEnhtry of Lom] Goversment, Homing snd Fervincesmsnt in Amzet, 1017, Thes s of
rafarsncs hes hosn discomad 21 the hEnheny of Loca Goversmesn?, Homving and Emvironment 20d ke anncancaments shall be mads soon.
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&, What is the plan on the warhe disposal management system for urban informal communities?

(3

L What is the total allocation  for fird home cowners and how many people benefittad from this indhisties?

2014 - continue

The Ministry of Emironment has besn wiorking with the Department of Local Gowernment and the Rural Lozl Aathoritiss to addres |
the growning waste disposal problems. The Ministry has 2 draft an imtegrated waste pement sirategy for Fifi that it will be

finalizing in the next month or so.  The waste collechion sysbem i qurmently being trialed at 20 penirban and rural commaunities by
the Department of Lol Gowernment. Depending of its eflsctivenas:, this sysbam oould be replicated o other comamunities in Fiil

The Ministry of Emdironment & promaoting the RER (Reducs, Reuse and Racpds] conospt in comamunities to addres the immoe.

Ths total allocation for year 200 i §zo mdlkan.
Atotal of 180 applieants benefitted from this mitiathve.

The summary of the 8o apphcants can be seen an the Tahle 2 halaw.

2014 - continue
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2014 - continue

E. What war the gender composition

Gender compostion for the 180 applicants oan be seern in the Tabls § baioar
Table 3: Gendor Composition of First Home Bupers Bengficiarics

EBANE
Az
EARIDA
ERED
ESF
HFRC
HA
WEC
TOTAL
Out of the T80 First Time= Home Buyers, 55 applicants weere Male, 11 weere Famale and 114 were of both pender

Male EFemale
12

ﬁnuamaums

mnﬂgnxumlt
||:--\1nnun--|E

AR HARHS

. What i the progres of the firt home buyers grant program?

Since the inception of the First Homes Buyers Grant in June 2014, 2 total of 1,481 First Home Buyers with total grant sum of $TL735
million have been arsisted under this schame. Cut of this, 862 first home buyers have been assisted through the $10,000 grant for
purchase the land and home construdion and €19 First Home Buyers hawe been assisted with §5,000.00 Grant for purchase their
rexdily built residentizl home.

2014 - continue
10. YWhy is there a high tumowver in the 5pedal Administrator positions?

B  a. As per Local Government Act-Cap 125 and policy of the Ministry of Local
Covernment, Housing and Environment Special Administrators are appointed by the
Ministry of Local Covernment, Housing and Environment.

 b. Appointment process and recommendation is managed by the Permanent Secretary
Office and the appointment made in concurrence with the Minister responsible.

» . Performance and general employment management are managed by the office of
the Permanent secretary.

 d. From 2014, there has been no changes terminations of Special Administrators and
or Chief Executive Officers and review of three year performance is currently
undenwvay.
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2014 - continue
13. What is the progress of the formulation of the Mational Housing Act?

2014 - continue
1. On page 17, how many towns and city councils have access to GIS facilities?

*= Al municipal councils in Fiji have sccess to Geographical Information Systemn (G15) facilibies by end of 2014,
funded under the UPAP Impl tation in empowsening municipal councils.

12, Why wasn't EIA reports made awailable to the public? What is the cause of delay for the
processing of EIA applications?
=  Once the EIA report has been submitted to the procesing suthorihy, the ElA report must be made available at

= ElA reports are available for the gemeral public cutside the review period and the cods asociated with the
printing of the ElA report (per page) is lited in the Schedule 2 of the Environment Management (ElA Process)
regulshion 2007,

* Maotioss of the publication of the ElA report are usually given wvia radios or television stations and through \
remwspapers  that circulates in the area of the proposed development. 1

* Ther= can be rumercus factors contributing to the delays much a5 in some cxes mubmissions made to the
Ministry are incomplsta, incomect or may be imealid or consultants doing the ElA report are not registersd with
the Ministry which i 2 requirement under the Act.

The Depariment of Hmsing prepared a Cabinet Memomandum — Development of a Mational Housing Enabling At and
IMational Housing Board on the 24* May 2016,

Housing sEkehodders Consulation Mesting was held on 13 September 2006 tod sous the Cabinet Memorandum.

As part Cabdnet Paper consuli@tion process - The Minisory of Local Government wioe o the Ofice of the Solicor
General’s Offie on the 11** of Septamber 2046 10 sedsthedr comment= on the:

» The process of formulation of the new Adt and
» The Research Stdy on Fiji's Laws and Resnlations that Impact on Housing secnr perfrmance

Mesting with the Solicitor General in Movember 2016, he asaured the Department of Housing thathe will pense the
CabinstManorandum  becase the Cabinst Faperhas complicated ismies that nesds high-level of intervention.

Are there any plans in place to review the Town and Omuniry Planning Act, this i in terms of the public utilities |
stuchured within residential boundaries for new housing subdivisions and tenants resoricted from consoacting )
housing infrastchire over these utilites.
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2014 - continue
132, YWhat is the progress of the formulation of the Mational Housing Act?

= TheDepartment of Housing prepared a Cabinst Memorandum — Development of a Iational Housing Enabling et and
IMational Housing Board on the21® May 2oub.

»  Housing SEkeholders Consulation Mesting was held on 13 September 2016 tod isass the Cabinst Meamorandum.

= s part Cabdinet Faper consuli@tion process - The Minisry of Local Govermment wrote o the Office of the Solicor
General's Offie on the 11 of SepEmber 2008 © seelcthedr comment=s on the:

= The processof formul ton of the new At and
= The Research Shady on Fiji's Laws and Remlations that Impact on Housing secnr performanics.

= Mesting with the Solicior General in Movember 2018, he assured the Department of Hmsing that he will penize the
CabinstMamorandum becanse the Cabinst Faperhas complicated ismues that nesds high-level of interventinn.

= Are there any plans in place to review the Tovwn and Couniry Flanning Act, this is in =mes of the public unilities ]
housing infrasticnire over these utilities.

2014 - continue

14. Are there any plans in place to review the Town and Coundry Planning  Act, this & in terms of the pulblic utilites
shructured within residential boundanies for new housing subdivisions and tenants resiricted  from conshructing
housng nfrashruchure ower thess uhilibes.

The Town Planning & & under reviewr and drafts sant to the Offies of the Solidtor General in 2014 for Lagal Drafting. Matiomeride
publicand community awarenss and conmultation conducted from Late 20152017 with itaulsi communities in the d-provinoss from
Lete 20172018, This & ewpaced to be completad in Jun= 2018,

Current regulations dowes not penmityallow construchion owver utility lines therefore amy that & construched is determined &5 an ill=gal
development. The current penalties to illegal developments & $1,000U00 whild the proposed amendments incorporated in the
reviewr of town planming laws consists of & schedule to match the soope and nature of illegal development, commendng from
425 000000 and ahove.

15. Plaase ewplain om the S village housing schemes that has besn wmithen off.

* The Housing Authorty considersd and approved the writben off sbe willage housing scheme under Housing
Authorty Zocial Housing Policy in May 2014, The detail of village housing scheme asisted i listed in Tble 4
bl

*  The six village housing scheme had bomowed a housing loanfor construchion of

» bl 4: T Village Housing Scheme under Housing Authority Socisl Housing Policy
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2014 - continue

Fraject Housing Losn through Villege Housing Schems Ameount of lnsn Covernment Crent
p=id =nd retio ta Utilized
prinzip=l [EJ7)

Kalabe Village Total Loan Ammcent $541.513 47 for comtecton of 7 oonook | $005.595.07 STATSTL

ample boewe and 5 weed rem dvclling with loan sopaymet | [L47]
= §27.434 p= anmem o @ poried of 30 yara with am
oot el X
Tavala Vilags Tetal Loan Ameent $767,245 56 Sor comymacson of Ll =Lzasignda T43 TGS
memere mnple beews and alage comemesen Ballvith lean [za1]
ropaymt of B46.00000 po anmem over 2 poried of 30 ymn
with an et mak efiiLs %
Kazcoo Village Tl Loan Asmoest $350,000.00 for commecson cf i Fod00TOA FELLEL O
commrmmvmeden dvslinpa vedh leam rspmmem ef [l
FI0,744 46 por anmem v @ poried of 30 yare with an
oot axc oLz X
Fazomnde Village Temal Loan Asmoent SLS0E3 00 for oomntmecton of 4x3 5338 450 00 SLL4 OS5 0
i 2zl 3 e wmple dvslinga v [e7dl
lman repaymmest of BUEATL 00 po ammem ovr @ poried of 33
ymara with am intoron rag of AL W
Xarazmel Vilgc Tl Loan Asmoest SITRUETI00 Sor comacion of 523 FIELTIR AT o
todroom and large dveling vith leam ropaymen e [z08]
FIL46L 00 por anmem v @ poried of 10 ymars with an
oot el X

Elcvredes Village Temal Loan Asmeest $350,000000 for cosotrectem of dxl B 4TRSS BTSS0S

bodroom with loam ropayvent of BTTLAL4 L4 porammem mver 2 | [L85]

pied o33 ymme vith an i mamcfuI R

roe: Department of Housing 2014
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2014 - continue
14. ‘What is the progress on the sguatter s=ttlement projects? How many people are bensfitting from this project?

= The progress of the squatter settlement upgrading project and how many people are benefitting from this project & elaborated in !
Table £ below

= Table £:Progrem of Squatter Settlement Upgrading Project and Mumber of People (575 people will benefit through the provisions of

servioes [oeabsd road, sewer, water, fine hydrants, slsotrioity and fully serviosd residential lots and fuanos of 79 pears
Marrdenr Trmama TOmpTaaa WY UM A TAATIN! 4 ETLTERT YW LM Sarien ws Tewsim

Z el

3 [ —— [ S S ——— o

- i

i

—rwazn
i Iyt
i,

E Hamacewa e wr— s innares Tam -y

T fae Srdl Camatemcin Vwwina

o Tabama i e, Tam =
T — e — a

2014 - continue
17, “What i the progress on Wiste Trandfer Siation (refer fo page 16)7
= The proposed Location of the Trander Station at Laqens was not agreed to by members of the adjacent local communities and
thersfore the Ministry of Emdironment has to consider bo-oking dor and acquiring an alternative site for the trander station
18, Why wes 1,000 mubbish bins disrbuted to Masnu residents when the problem wes wasbe collsction and disposal
by the Councill  What was the cost and why?

a. Pezson for the distribution of the Garbape Pans to ratepayers of Masinu was under 2 solid waste manzpement pood prachios

k. The distribution has been seen 25 2 ;ucosssful project with ratepayers taking cwnership of the program and using the pan to plao=
kitchen waste onroad side for collagtion.

c Collection syshem has improved with ratepayers taling cwnership of itdhen washe manzpemesnt.
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17, What i the progress an Wide Trandfer Station [refer to page 16)7

*  The proposed Location of the Trander Station at Lagene was not agreed o by members of the adjscent ko] communities and
thersfore the Ministry of Emdironment has to consider bo-oking dor and acquiring an alternative site for the trander station

18, Why was 1,000 rubbish bing dishributed o Masinu residents when the problem weas washe collaction and disposal

by the Councill  What was the cost and why?

a Fezson for the distribution of the Garhapes Fans to ratepayers of Masinu was under 2 solid warhe manzpement pood practios

k. The distribution has been seen 25 2 ;ucosssful project with ratepayers taking cwnership of the program and using the pan to plao=
keitchen warte on road side for coflacion

< Collaction system has improwed with ratepayers taking cwnership of kitchen warte manzpemeent.

21. How successful weere the integrated agriculiure squather s=tlament program from 2002 to 200147
»  Thesooes of the iteprated denimsfture and Suatter Resettiemens Frogram fom J0LT to 2004 & fted in Table 5 befow:

2014 - continue

2014 - continue

Tabvie 5. hﬂﬂcbﬂrﬂ:ﬂ'@rﬂmwm ﬁl—.mar.ﬂll'

Sinoe Last ywear, the Ministry of Emvironment has taken the necsssary sheps in enforcng  EMAC and the subsequent repulations. The
Ministry & taking l=gal actions againt the illegal operators (for gravel extraction, carrying cut development achivities without E1A
wmﬁwmmmmﬁmw]mummmmmﬁmWﬁm
Proseastions. The Ministry i sericus about enforesment of the ENLAC. The Ministry i putting in place 50P:. For the first time, four
{4]mﬁhm“mm:dmﬂmkmmﬂmIr,,':heﬂﬁzuﬂhem The Ministry has

been izpuing Prohibition Motioss to oompamni H

addition to proseartion cxees, there are 2t laast 2 cape; that are in fromt of the Emvironment Tribunal.

Frojec Sucomer of the &
ALomaivuna - Farmanant Ralccation of 7ouster familin fom St Fdete, Nanuby and Walss Sediemant o
Adomaivuna
- Congruction of § 3 bedrooms Acuoe waith acdar Hphi anc’ water tands
- Acguistion of J0 acrw Apricultural lase
- M—dﬂnﬂ&ﬂuﬁﬁﬁﬂ?’m
Varuadule - Acgquiction of 200 acrw of Apriculturs’ lame
- Congruction of [ 1 tadroom wooden Acue
- Ralccation of cne facmar fom L i Fanuaduds
Mg - Planting of ID acrm =F Super Canw
- Flanting of 100 Vae' Trae unith the moected muturity ualue of S25 millicn
- Arguintion of I5 aow of Agricuiturs (s
- Fruchace of I.E ionne can truck foem F7 Decalcpmant Sand
ALomaivuns - Decloration of Maumd Villgge under the Tde’ Afer Ao

for non-x

= under the Emvironment Manzpement Ac 2005,
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2014 - continue

23.%What is the status of the Cuva Squatter Settlement Upgrading Project (refer to page 14)7

Covn Settlerment - 9554 Civil Coantroction worin coemplsted - Roed work & eodsroany oo Rood 4 mod 9 thod Ses weithin {Trsbed Tond wisch b heen
acgaired Complste comtraction of forer B Comemzna] eptic taniy 2nd 22s proemps 2nd o wn of FEA slsdriciny reticalation wods
widch f meer to fiull comgpletion of the Projsd.

24. The Auditors Report in 2012, 2013 and 2014 recorded an unreconciled variance of $582,764 and
$358,893 and $5932 940 respectively. Pleass explain.

F  In elstion to the gqualification pertsining to the Department of Environment Main Trest Fund Account, the
Ministry with zssistence Fom FMIS hed reconciled the Mzin Trost reconcilistion fom 2012 to July 2017, The
socumulated variznce of $303,040 between the Departments Trost Fund sccount genersl ledesr belance and the
bank statement balance, the Ministry will submit the submizsion to Ministry of Economy to rectify the varisnce
which had rezulted Fom prior vesr's mizpostings and adjvsments. Alzo, will be lizize with the Westpac Bank to
provide the Bank Ststements prior fom 2012 to vndertske the reconcilistion fom the inception of the Main Trost
Fund Account

The Ministry will provide an Gpdsts to the committs: on the clasmance of varisnce by end of May 2018,
Measures taken to avoid the fvsne raised again \
Drovision of FMIS trsining fr Accounts Darsonnsl \
In houss capecity building tzining to motivets stafE on procedures and processes pertsining to reconcilistions.

All econcilistions prepared s verifisd and zigned copy of the reconcilistion is submitted to Ministry of
Ecomvomy

Al vnderline reconcilistions == to be preparsd on 2 monthly basiz
Clo=sly monitor the works of the subordinates to enswre the procadures and procezsses ae sdhered to st all times.
The Miniztry is clossly working with Ministry of Economy to adjust this varisnce

24

Consolidated Review Report - Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment 2012, 2013
& 2014 Annual Reports



APPENDIX 3: VERBATIM NOTES ON THE SUBMISSION MADE BY THE MINISTRY
OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT

VERBATIM NOTES OF MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL
AFFAIRS HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM (EAST WING), GOVERNMENT
BUILDINGS, THURSDAY 8th MAY, 2018 AT 2.10 P.M.

Submittee : Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment

In Attendance

Ms. Sainimili Bulai
Mr. Navin Chand

Acting Senior Environment Officer
Manager Finance

1. Mr. Joshua Wycliffe - Permanent Secretary

2. Mr. Kolinio Bola - Director of Housing

3. Mrs. Sandeep K. Singh - Director of Environment

4. Mr. A. Khan - Director Local Government

5. Mr. Nilesh Naidu - Manager HR/Administration

6. Mr. Vula Shaw - Principal Accounts Officer Housing
7. Mr. Ravind Prasad - Principal Town Planner

8.

9.

DEPUTY CHAIPERSON.- Ni sa bula, and a very good afternoon to all of you. Honourable
Members, welcome back to the meeting. Today we have with us the representatives from the
Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment.

Basically thank you very much for availing yourselves to present to the Standing Committee
on Social Affairs. On my left we have Honourable Anare VVadei and Honourable Rupeni Nadalo, on
my right are the Honourable Samuela Vunivalu and Honourable Salote Radrodro, The Secretariat
team comprises of Susana and Savenaca Koro.

So, on behalf of the team we accord you a very warm welcome and we now move on with
the presentation, please.

Today we will be deliberating or having a submission on the 2012, 2013 and 2014 Annual
Reports.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson and thank you, Honourable Members.
Thank you for giving us the time and also an opportunity to come and place before you the responses
to some of the questions raised.

So, there is a Power Point format that is up in the screen but as we go along, I will explain
the responses that | have and be able to answer questions that | am asked. Sincere apologies, | just
have the Director of Local Government, Mr. Azam Khan who has just joined us, he had a bit of an
emergency so he was held up and he has just come and joined us.
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So, I will be able to provide responses and | have with me some of my colleagues as well
who will be able to pitch in.

The first question, if I am allowed to go through straight with it.

Deputy Chairperson, Question No.1, was about the consolidated rental arrears as at 20127
The figures that | have been provided here was $34,986,110.47.

This is from the Report of 2012 and as of Page 12 on the allocation of the $10 million for
Waila City Housing Progress, the question asked was about the progress made in this project and
elaborate on the allocation of funds?

The Government gave a $10 million grant for the Waila City Housing Project. Out of this, $8
million out of that was budgeted for the construction of the regional road in Waila and realignment of the
Wainibuku water main and $2 million of that has been allocated to Housing Authority’s Social Housing
Policy.

MR. K. BOLA.- Madam Deputy Chairperson, to elaborate further on the $2 million that was
allocated to the Housing Authority Social Housing Policy, out of that $2 million, Housing Authority
had assisted more than 146 financially disadvantage housing customers with a total grant expanded
of $1,024,191.99 that is the report that was submitted from Housing Authority.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- A kind reminder, after every question, if there are
supplementary questions, Honourable Members please do raise your hands or do raise your voice or
switch on your mics so that we know you have supplementary questions. Basically, that is the rule,
after every question we do not want to answer every question and go back to supplementary
questions at the end so basically after every question, if there are supplementary gquestions,
Honourable Members please you are most welcome. Yes, Honourable Salote Radrodro.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Deputy Chairperson and thank you PS and
the team for answering Question No. 1. But maybe the question was not made clear. | had asked
that question just not for 2012, if you could also provide for 2013 and 2014, an accumulated, if that
amount of $34.9 million, what is the amount for 2013 and also what is the amount for 2014 as a
cumulative arrears?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- So, we will get those details in writing and send it back.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Because the question is of statistical nature and obviously you
can provide the answer later on.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Madam Deputy Chairperson, | raised that question I noticed that
it was not reflected in the Annual Report; the cumulative arrears, it was not reflected in 2013 and
2014.

26 Consolidated Review Report - Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment 2012, 2013
& 2014 Annual Reports



MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- One last detail, if we are able to go to Question No. 2, if there are no
further questions on Question No. 1. As of 7 May that is yesterday, Housing Authority has
designed phase for Waila City. The phase would cover 200 acres. Honourable Members, are there
any questions on Question No. 2?

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Just on the progress of the Waila City Housing. So, that is all
you have for the progress as of yesterday?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- We have told how as of yesterday how that money has been allocated
and what was the way forward as well.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you Honourable Members moving on.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Question No. 3 referring to Page 12 the question was to elaborate how
many people benefitted from the Tacirua East, Nepani and Raiwai Housing projects. The total
number of people benefiting from this whole thing is 2,055 households or approximately indicatively
10,260 people take an average of 5 per household. The breakdown of residential lots or rental
housing units is shown on a tabulated form. 1 will just quickly read it out.

Number | Housing Project Total Number of | Number household | Total Number of
Housing Units/ | benefitted People
Lots Benefitting
Tacirua East Stage 2 1,071 1,071 5,355
Nepani 771 771 3,855
Raiwai PRB 210 210 1,050
TOTAL 2055 2,055 10,260

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- There would be still many more people are waiting on the list.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- | would not say many more except for Nepani where the civil design
work is almost completion and then they can start selling it. Other than that, it is all completed as
per my information.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Under this PRB provision, | mean they can ultimately own the
unit or it is just for rental purposes?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Deputy Chairperson, a good question. What the Ministry is suggesting
to the Government in this budget is have a rent to buy programme, that has not been done in Fiji so
far but | have seen this elsewhere successfully. So the Ministry is suggesting to the Government in
the upcoming budget that we do a testing model for one property where we do rent to buy scheme.
So when they pay rent, part of the money goes towards the rent which is basically maintenance cost
and the balance goes towards not a mortgaged deposit but a down-payment. So you are bringing
down affordable housing even to the rental level and it has been favourably considered.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you PS. Any questions, Honourable Members?
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MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Let me move on to 2013, the question is what is the percentage of
collection? The average collection rate has improved to an average of 75 percent compared to pre-
2009 standing at an average of 65. So we see a bit of a movement there from 65 to 75 percent rate of
collection as we can see. Since there are no questions on that, | can move to two.

The question is, what has been the occupancy rate at Lagilagi Housing from 2013 to-date?
The total housing units in Lagilagi Housing Development is 152, the occupancy of the Lagilagi
Housing Development from 2013 to-date is 81.

The remaining 71 Housing Units of which 40 units have just been completed in March, they
are allocating it right now. The Ministry is working with the service providers in being able to
establish occupancy for these 40 units that have just been completed. The remaining 31 units are also
almost completed, that is, 75 percent completed. So we hope to have this all done by the month of
July.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- That means whatever has been completed has been let out, |
mean they already occupied or you still have some?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- No, Ma’am, what is happening is, yes and no. Actually, the first phase
is all done and the second phase 71 units are remaining out of which 40 has been completed and in
the process of allocation. So the service provider is now putting people in place, we had different
people who applied to the network. There is a service provider who will then allocate, so strictly
speaking 40 units are being occupied since March.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Do you have any idea of the number of applicants you received
for Lagilagi Housing?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Unless the Director is able to answer that. We do not maintain the
records, the records are maintained by the People Community Network (PCN) and we can find that
out for you.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- No that is okay, | thought you had it on hand. Because quite a
number of times they have like a long list of applicants and then we cannot afford to accommodate
everyone. So basically | thought if you were facing that challenge but you said that since the figures
were with PCN, but somewhere along the line you would know whether that challenge is online.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- It is very, very true. Since this is a Social Committee what | can do is |
can give you examples from a similar provider or some other situations. If we take Housing
Authority, the waiting list is huge, it runs into thousands.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Yes.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- So | presume People Community Network will be the same. It is a very
big excruciating social need; affordable housing. And that is just not Fiji, it is all over the world.
The way we have tackled so far, we would in the coming budget increase such number of facilities,
improve technologies and bring in technologies that will be faster and quicker.
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DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- PS, sorry it is just out of the box. Maybe we have not asked
that question but what about this similar sort of public housing provided, are you thinking of
venturing out to the Western Division as well? | do not see many housing facilities in the Western
Division. The other week, | visited Luvu Seaside and all those areas where people are living in
squatters; a lot of squatter settlements. Is there something in the pipeline that you will be like....

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Yes, very much Madam. You are mentioning Luvu Seaside? We have
squatter settlement projects that are going. The Director will be able to explain. We are giving out
leases to people. There are also squatter resettlement town-wide, city-wide as well as informal
settlement projects that are in place. The last time it was running into like 28 to 30 projects plus and
| think we expect about 40 in total. I will let the Director briefly give you an update on that.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- One question that really upset me is when this lady comes and
tells me, “so that means the Government will only assist those who have leases and already have
properties and all. We, squatters were born there and will died there and still we have not had proper
leases or anything to our credit. What about our land, it can be taken away?” I said. “it could be
taken away for development purposes” but I do not know as yet. Thank you.

MR. K. BOLA.- Thank you, Madam Deputy Chairperson, to elaborate on the number of
settlement upgrading programmes that we are currently undertaking for the Western Division. In the
province of Nadroga, we have almost completed Cuvu State land settlement upgrading where we
expect to issue about 151 leases. We are also acquiring iTaukei land opposite the junction of Cuvu
and the Navoli Centre, we are currently acquiring the development lease there.

In terms of informal settlement upgrading along the Nadi to Sigatoka corridor, we almost
completed the settlement upgrading for Ledrusasa where we expect to issue about 67 leases within
this financial year. We also acquired a development lease in Korovuto which has been advertised
for consultancy.

Between the Lautoka to Nadi corridor, we have a number of development leases issued
through TLTB namely Delaivakarewa in Saweni, Nabare, Velovelo, Tukutora, Lovu Seaside, Field
Four, Tore and also the biggest one is in Tomuka. So out of these, we have engaged a consultant to
design a project management and construction supervision for Lovu Seaside, Field Four and
Tomuka.

From the Nadi to Ba Ba corridor, we had acquired about three namely in Tauvegavega which
is currently under consultancy and we are also advertising for consultancy for design project
management for Saiyaro in Varavu and also in Valeiyagoua. That is, Madam, in terms of settlement
upgrading.

In terms of Public Rental Board (PRB) housing development, grants are being given to PRB
for Simla for the construction of 48 rental units. Government have already given $1 million last year
and we are hoping to release the remaining grant of $3.6 million just to cater for rental housing. In
terms of Housing Authority development for public housing for provision of fully-serviced lots and
mortgaged finance, there are about three major HA subdivisions in the Western Division namely
Matavolivoli which is almost completed now. The one that is currently under construction is in
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Tavakubu and also in Tavua which is also under construction now. So, basically that is what we
have done so far, Madam.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you very much Mr. Bola. Actually, this is interesting.
You had a question but I think Nadroga, it was answered, | could see. What do you mean by
settlement upgrade? Does it involve electricity, water, roads and infrastructure? Can you just
elaborate on that?

Madam Deputy Chairperson, basically informal settlement upgrading is onsite upgrading of
settlements without relocations, with improvement of roads to seal standards (FRA standards), provision
of water, sewerage, fire hydrants to service providers standards and electricity, proper drainage and
provision of fully serviced residential lots. At the end of the development of civil work stages, eligible
sitting tenants are issued with a 99-year residential leases whether it is on State land or iTaukei land.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- What about Crown land, that is basically coming under State land?
MR. K. BOLA.- Yes, Madam.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Because this particular people were talking about their Crown land
and if they can have proper construction. So unless and until they have proper lease, can they have
proper buildings and infrastructure?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- What is also good, Deputy Chairperson, is that they are able to access the
first home buyers grant which is $10,000. They are able to make use of that and get a brand new house
built. As we have seen in social demographics, many of the informal settlements people do have fixed
jobs so they are able to go to the banks and get loans. Housing Authority, there are many lenders today
who are able to help them as well.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- If | am not wrong, but they have to have proper lease?
MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Yes. This lease we give is sufficient for them to access the grant.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- But majority of the squatters, this is a problem with them; the lease
problem.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Yes.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Why?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- That is the basis.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Yes, Honourable VVunivalu you have a question?

HON. S.B. VUNIVALU.- Thank you. Through you Deputy Chairperson, as you have mentioned

that you do not have the list of those applying for the Lagilagi Housing but they are there. My question
IS, what criteria or how do you prioritise those requests for Lagilagi Housing?
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MR. K. BOLA.- Honourable Vunivalu to answer your question Sir, the criteria is basically they
have to be people’s community serving members. One of the key criteria is for squatters to be eligible
for Lagilagi Housing unit is basically they have to be a people’s community serving members. Their
income should be below the poverty threshold and they are bona fide residents of settlements around the
Suva-Nausori corridor. Those are the three criterias but I can get from the provider the detailed criteria.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- It is more like a co-operative thing, People’s Community Network has
formed a co-operative among themselves. It has come in handy when, especially in the last year | have
seen there are some people who have lost their houses to fire; fire victims but they have been lucky
enough to be PCN members, so we have been able to push them in. | have known of two or three
squatter families who are PCN members and who have been able to make use of this.

It is different to what Housing Authority does. Housing Authority gives you a land, serviced lot
whereas this people already build it for you; PCN.

HON. S.B. VUNIVALU.- Deputy Chairperson, why | mentioned that is because along Grantham
Road, there is a squatter settlement on the left, maybe Veiquwawa, if | am correct. Are they eligible to
apply for that or do they have leases there? There is a big squatters there.

MR. K. BOLA. - Sir, to answer your question basically the development lease for the whole of
Veiquwawa or Jittu Estate is being issued by Director Lands to the People’s Community Network with
the overall intention of upgrading the whole area of Jittu to provide decent and affordable housing to the
squatter members.

HON. S.B. VUNIVALU.- For those in blocks?

MR. K. BOLA.- They will be given housing units, Sir, like high rise residential developments
with housing units.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Sir, the squatters opposite Lagilagi Housing, they all will be
developed?

MR. K. BOLA.- Yes, they will be entitled to.
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Radrodro any questions?

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson. Just a clarification on those that
have moved into Lagilagi, you have mentioned the criteria. But if you can clarify what we sort of
have been told by some people that have applied that the rent is way above their affordability. These
are the people that were like targeted, these are the targeted group for the Lagilagi Housing but
because the rental is high, and they could not afford it, they have been sort of missed out and the
housing is now taking in those that were not really targeted group for that housing in Lagilagi. It is
because of the high rental and the low affordability rate by the target group. If you can clarify that.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Sure, Madam, we will look into it and put it in writing. We will have
to speak to PCN and then get back to you.
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DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, PS and team for those answers. Please let us move
on to the next question.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson. The Auditor’s Report of 2012 and
2013 recorded an unreconciled variance of $582,764 and $358,893 respectively.

Deputy Chairperson, this issue is a legacy one for the Ministry of Environment which has
moved along and been housed under various other Ministries. Today, the Ministry of Environment
stands on its own. So when it kind of slipped from one to another, there were issues of
reconciliation. As of today, | can give you an update, the Ministry has been able to work behind as
far as 2012. We are now going even further between 2012, even 2007 when the Environment Trust
Fund was first installed. So what we are doing is, we are going as far as 10 years from now or 10
years from behind from now. So we will have to work with bank statements to reconcile them, some
of the documentations have not been available so the key root to work through will be the bank
statements. We are closely working with the Ministry of Economy in reconciling this. The Ministry
will submit the submission to the Ministry of Economy after this to rectify the variance based on the
statements that we have. We will then do until 2012 but we are further going five years behind that
as well. The Ministry expects to have a final update to the Committee on the clearance of variance
by the end of May.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you so much. Question No. 4.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- The question was, what was the gender composition from 2012 and
2013? The records that we have are very minimal in terms of the registry and as advised by our
computer records. As far as 2012 is concerned, because there was a crash in the systems, | am told
in 2012 in terms of finding out the gender composition. However, in 2013 the gender composition
was 68 male staff and 57 female staff.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, that is not bad. I think we move onto 2014. What
is the progress of the Mangrove Replanting Project in Navitilevu Bay (reference to page 16 of the
2014 Annual Report).

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- We have come a long way, Deputy Chairperson, in terms of replanting
mangroves. The project here which was mentioned in Page 16 in Ra, it was an outcome of an ADB
Funded Project on the “Coral Triangle Initiatives”. The project was implemented in the province of
Ra. Navitilevu Bay was identified as a demo site. The project outcomes focussed on improving
management capabilities of the coastal and marine stakeholder groups, empowering the community
groups in applying best practices for ecosystem based management and have a legal and regulatory
framework for institutionalising effective integrated management of our coastlines and ecosystem
based framework which the Government had established at that stage.

The replanting of mangroves, Honourable Deputy Chairperson, along the degraded coastlines
of Navitilevu Bay was aimed at helping communities restore the mangrove ecosystems and revive
lost species and rebuild resilience to climate change as mangroves play a key role with the resilience.
Apart from replanting, the project was also assisted three nearby communities and their local
primary school in getting up mangrove nurseries to help with the ongoing replanting by
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communities. This was done with the view that we took mangrove care up unto the educational
level, where the children are able to learn the importance of mangrove and climate change.

The village of Yaubula Management Committee was tasked to monitor their activities and
report back to the Coastal Management Committee and the results were set up under the project.
The project was supported by the NGO called “Conservation International”, through their replanting
programme in Vitawa, Togovere and Nasau.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- We can move on to Question No. 3. | would rather focus on
that as well.

HON. S.B. VUNIVALU.- My question is, these mangroves grow with some other kinds of
plants. Do you also include them because they say that they have to grow with them, because they
are the ones that cuts the waves and slows down the power of the tide? Do you include them when
you do replanting?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Thank you, Honourable Vunivalu, a very valid point and a very
valuable suggestion as well in your own question that you have asked. Not just Fiji, even the rest of
the world has only come to appreciate what you have just said now in terms of the co-existence of
the ecosystem of other secondary derivative plants along with the mangroves. | would not say
infancy stage but we are at a much younger stage of the replanting programme. For instance, even
the mangroves, we have only now kind of established how many mangroves, how do you replant
them and what ratio. So we are aware of what you had said, the science of co-existence and how it
cuts. Certainly that has being fed into our system but as of today if you ask me, it is only mangroves
that get replanted not the co-existing eco plants.

However, it will not be entirely possible to go plant by plant to replant. There is a lot of
backlash, even when you ask some of these people to replant one is to one.  In fact we now go with
a very stringent measure of six per one. So, every one mangrove they cut, we are ask six to be
replanted, because of the death rate of plants and things like that. Yes, the answer is we do not do it
now but we would be looking at ways and means of how this can be compensated as an overall
programme.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Yes, thank you. Honourable Nadalo?

HON. R.N. NADALO.- Thank you, through you Deputy Chairperson. Thank you PS. Apart
from the projects in Viti Levu Bay, do you intend to do it around Fiji or what is the plan?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Yes, Sir, the answer is a resounding, yes, and the reason is when | say
resounding is that, like I was just mentioning a moment ago, the ratio has now become 6:1, and the
more and more investors both international and local investors come and try to remove mangroves to
put up resorts. In fact, what we are now doing is working with the Ministry of Lands to identify
communities where we can go and replant them and make sure that some of these coastlines do have
plans. So, yes we will be working with other community groups around Fiji. | am also aware that
Fiji Airways is working on a programme where they will be planting in communities around Fiji
extra mangroves. Conservational International and a few other NGOs are working with the Ministry
in terms of identifying communities where this can be planted.
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It is not hard at all because there is so much of demand to remove mangroves that to make
someone go and replant is very easy because without that, we now do not give any more EIAs out.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, PS.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson. We are talking about mangrove
replanting but yet through the vehicle of development, we continuously remove mangrove.

| will give you a simple example. This is at the Muanivatu Settlement along Grantham Road.
When that mangrove swamp has been removed due to development that is undertaking there, (in
between Grantham Road, Fletcher Road and Rups building) this Muanivatu settlement have suffered
a health hazard. This settlement still has pit toilets, so when the high tide comes, all the sewage is
out in the open. When the tide recedes, it is all left there. They had brought this issue. So, I am just
wondering. | hear of this replanting and yet we continuously remove mangrove because of
developments. What is the Ministry’s strategy in working together with development key players in
our development? It is like one vicious circle, we remove and then we go and replant. How can we
sort of, your Ministry work it out so there is some kind of balance? We do not have to go through all
these mangrove removal and then replanting which is to me like a vicious circle.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Thanks for that question that you have just now mentioned. In fact,
that probably was a case about 18 months or two years ago, we were talking about balance. We no
longer even talk about balance and | am saying this with all humility.

Today’s strategy by the Ministry is almost impossible to get an EIA to touch any of the
mangroves. One is to six, a very pushy time where we have no other choice. That is like a very
small percentage. We work with developers to say, no, not even one. As a part of the strategy, we
have got something called the “Mangrove Management Committee” (MMC) which is chaired by the
Ministry of Lands. What happens there is, the developer’s application if they go for EIA goes to that
end, the first approach is no cutting, not even one; you cannot even remove one. And then we work
from thereon to see what can be done with the project without cutting. I mean, right now, | have got
a few people who approached, a few major developers like Australians and Chinese who want to
come in, we have just said, “no”.  You work with MMC to see how we can work your project
around the mangroves.

Again, | will give examples from other countries which are even more vulnerable to us,
Maldives is one which they say the whole country will go underwater in about 20 years’ time from
now.

| have worked myself in those countries where what we have done is, on mangroves have
equal tourism properties which now sell for US$5,000 to US$6,000 a night.

As a strategy, this Ministry is trying to emulate and replicate those tourism models to people.
The serious fact is that it is not possible for them to even remove one mangrove and if they have to,
there is a very stringent process. Then comes the balancing part. The balance is the secondary option
is if you really have to remove then let us say for every 100 mangroves, you are allowed to remove
20 or 30 percent and the remaining has to be allowed. We do not allow them to cut. Even for the 20
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percent they remove, then six times more they have to replant. So, Madam, in response to your
question, what we would do, that this is the strategy that the Ministry has adopted in the last 18
months.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Madam Deputy Chairperson, that does not seem to ring true to
me because what about Nawi?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Well, we have not still given the EIA, Madam, we are fighting with
them. They are trying, they are pushing, pushing and pushing and the matter is I am told in front of
Mangrove Management Committee, |1 have met them thrice and that is the deal. The way it is now
stuck is mangroves, they want to remove and we are saying no.

MS. S.K. SINGH.- That was the map that is in front of the Mangrove Management
Committee. Regarding Nawi, the approval was given back in 2016, I think, EIA approved. But
what we have done is to amend those approval conditions because there was no mention of the 1:6
that PS is talking about. In addition we have started charging the environmental bond. If a
developer is developing and removing mangroves, we ask them to plant and if they do not then the
environmental bond will be used to by the Ministry to do the replanting. So, those are the conditions
we have varied for Nawi. The approval was given in 2016 so obviously, the only thing we could do
was to amend it.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- We pulled it back and the developer came running, “why have you
pulled back”, I said, “simple reason as the mangroves”, and the more awareness and consciousness
of this is being raised, the more developers keep coming and accept for one or two, we normally find
people compliant, but then like | said, there have been approvals given in the past, those we are
pulling them back. Luckily the Act allows the Director to be able to amend that at any stage.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you Madam Deputy Chairperson. PS, we are trying to
fight climate change and | mean the onus is really on the Department of Environment to be able to
sort of have the support to be able to work with Government because Government is continuously
pushing for development and at the same time also trying to fight climate change; it like a catch 22
kind of deal. We really look forward to the Ministry taking up that banner in having to look at the
interest of Fiji as a nation in having to draw that kind of balance in terms of development and
climate change and to the benefit of the people as a whole. Thank you.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- | agree.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you PS. From your answers we can tell that you are
fighting that battle. No means no. Moving on, there is one slight question there on page 15 — Please
elaborate more on the implementation of the new species included under CITES. So, basically |
think we just quickly go through that too.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Sure, Madam Deputy Chairperson. Like mangroves, this is another
very contentious topic as to which species are classified, which are not classified, which can be
exported, which can be taken and a wide range of export as well as commercial aspects fit into the
species issue be it corals, be it fish, sea, plants, trees, logging, et cetera. So, just overall to give an
idea to the Committee, the CITES comes under the CITES management and there is an agreement
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and an obligation developed between the governments to ensure the international trade does not
threaten some of the species that are threatened for survival.

As the trade in animals and plants crosses borders between countries, the effort to regulate it
requires cooperation between all countries who especially have signed and are obliged under the
CITES management. The CITES apply to three Appendix-listed species. Appendix Il lists species
are allowed to be traded for commercial purpose but are strictly regulated because we see that there
is a risk of threat for the species in the long term, not being able to survive. Appendix | would list
species prohibited for any commercial trade for which you really cannot do it because it is
threatened. A typical example would be of Fiji’s unique iguana which is, | think | am told there are
last few hundreds left in the country or in the whole world. So that is suddenly, no, no and it is
prohibited and Fiji implements the CITES objectives through the National Legislations that we have,
the Endangered and Protected Species (EPS) Act 2002 and its subsequent regulation in 2003. This
Act will regulate any trade especially import and export of any species that are listed in the
Appendices that | have just mentioned.

One of the major successes for Fiji was in the year 2017, we successfully, for the first time
ever in the 41 history of CITES, Fiji was able to get a grand collision of all of EU to support and be
able to list the shark species under Appendix Il. This would mean that any trade in sharks whether
alive or dead, as derivative or parts is allowed for commercial purposes but needs to be strictly
regulated under Fiji’s Law. CITES is regulated through a permitting process administered by the
Ministry of Environment under the Act that | had just mentioned and this Act would also require any
trader whether it’s a person or company and they should register, so that is the way we regulate and
we know who is doing what before they can start sending this Madam Deputy Chairperson. Open to
any questions?

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Members, do you have any questions on the endangered
species? No, thank you.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- We continue in 2014, another question there was the progress on UG
Map embarked for New Town Development that is Keiyasi, Nabouwalu and Seagaqga.

Under the Keiyasi New Town Development:

the Zoning Plan in 2014 was ready and then the land was acquired in 2015;

it is currently under planning and design documentation phase;

the subdivision was approved in 2017; and

the engineering plans are currently prepared with expected completion by August 2018
whilst the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will also be completed by July 2018. So
in July we expect the civil works and constructions works to start soon after that.

Nabouwalu New Town Development again:

e the Zone Plan was ready in 2014 and the land was acquired in 2015;
e the Subdivision Scheme Approval was received in 2017 and the plans and design in 2018;
and
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e the groundbreaking and civil construction works is expected to commence soon any time
from today.

Seagaga New Town Development:

e the Zone Plan in 2014 was ready and the land acquired again in 2015;

o the lease agreement was finalized by the iTaukei Lands Trust Board (TLTB); and

e the issue of sitting tenants (squatter tenants) on land earmarked for Bus Station and market
have also been a contributing to slow processing of lease by the TLTB.

The land for New Town Development that | have mentioned just now has been acquired for
processing in 2015. Documentations will only proceed upon issuance of lease to the Ministry.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- So overall looking at it, what is the timeframe you are looking
at, the completion of these projects?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Are you able to answer this - the timeframe going from 2018? Roughly
| cannot give timeframe, | can see he is hesitating, so the indicative time is like for instance the
engineering plans are in 2018, the civil works should take about 18 months from thereon,
approximately indicatively.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- (Inaudible)

HON. S. V. RADRODRO.- Thank you Deputy Chairperson. Just a question, what has been
the major challenge in this Township Development because we are into our fourth year now, our
Parliamentary session is almost gone and we have been hearing this right from 2015. | frequent
Nabouwalu and | think it has really moved, so what has been the challenge? Even though there had
been budgetary allocations allocated from 2015 up to this current budget, but there really has not
been any improvement right from 2015 until now, even though we are talking about this 2014
Report. So | am just interested what has been the challenge in having to not progress these projects?

MR. S. SINGH.- Deputy Chairperson and Honourable Members, the challenge had been in
the land acquisition and also the processes involved in development plans and calling for expressions
of interest from several consultants for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and engineers who
are carrying out the assessments of the plans and civil works. All those actually take some time in
processing. So those are the major constraints.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- The bulk part is the acquisition that is where a lot of time is involved.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Deputy Chairperson, the land acquisition was done in 2015 so it
is the clearing of plans, the approval or ....

MR. S. SINGH.- Yes, Madam. After the acquisition, we had to prepare the scheme plan and
most of the works were done by consultants where a surveyor was involved, also an EIA consultant
and a civil engineer. So in each phase, calling for expressions of interest and the process of selecting
takes time.
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DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Vinaka, so it does take time. Yes, Honourable VVunivalu.

HON. S.B. VUNIVALU.- If I could add to that, maybe if I can help you out in regards to
Nabouwalu, there is no flat land. It is just the seaside and mountains. That could be the ....

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Challenge.

HON. S.B. VUNIVALU.- Yes. Is that why it is late in progressing with the development
there because there is only the wharf there in Nabouwalu and no flat area. All the Government
stations there are built on the hills.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Flat areas certainly helps, Honourable Member, but like | said, once
you acquire the land then there is technical assistance that is required and it is not coming easy to be
able to get engineering designs. You sometimes go for proposals, you get one or two people
maximum bidding for work like that. It has been a challenge. My colleagues just showed me a chart.
I certainly did not want to show this as an excuse here, ... and I do not want us to sound as an excuse
but the chart here talks about three years post-acquisition. It talks about the planning phase, the civil
construction phase and the final completion but I do not want to go by the standard.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- All right, | understand PS. There is a lot of work involved
behind the scenes before you actually go into the actual construction so thank you so much. You
have got something there.

HON. R.N. NADALO.- Thank you, Madam Deputy Chairperson, through you, still on that
UG Map, in your 2014 Report, page 17 the Nausori Urban Village Plan, that has been completed. |
happen to see here that the plan for the five villages in Nadi is at draft stage. What is the current
status of that?

MR. S. SNGH.- Honourable Member, the plans have actually been completed and they have
been handed to the village for implementation.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. That is specifically talking about Nadi, he hails
from Nadi. That is why he is more concerned about Nadi.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- So, are you saying that it has been handed over to the villagers?
MR. S. SINGH.- Yes, Sir.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Vinaka. Thank you, Honourable Nadalo and thank you, Sir for
the answer. All right, let us move on. Page 4.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Year 2014 continued. Question No. 4 is, what is the progress of the
Sports Integrated Complex in Vunidawa, Seagaga, Rakiraki, Nadi — Lautoka corridor road widening,
new Nausori Hospital and Regional Police Academy? We note that all sports integrated complexes
are projects by the by the Ministry of Youth & Sports in collaboration with the Office of the Prime
Minister. The Ministry’s role is through the Director Town & Country Planning (DTCP) as a
facilitator in terms of subdivision approvals, all of which were granted in 2012,
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DTCP also is a major stakeholder to the building development process and by 2014, the Ministry
for Youths & Sports were to submit concept plans as well as work on the required documents to comply
with the subdivision conditions including the EIA. .

The Nadi to Lautoka corridor road widening, this is a Sttask that will be undertaken by FRA and
the Ministry’s contribution to the widening programme is through again a planning and designing
process. DTCP furnishes the plans and information for consideration in the design.

The new Nausori Hospital which was rezoned in 2012 from Residential ‘A’ to Civic — hospital,
the Outline Building Development (Concept Plans) was for the new Nausori Hospital which was valued
at $30 million and consented to in principle.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- What is the status of this new Nausori Hospital now?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- We have approved in principle in 2015. Itis up to them to take it up and
run it from thereon.

Regional Police Academy, again: considering in 2014 for further work was needed. In 2013, the
Director of Lands, as a consultant for the project were to furnish DTCP with a Concept Plan and we are
waiting for that.

The next question Deputy Chairperson, if we are allowed to do, on page 5 the question is about
the progress of the amendment of the Local Government Act, whether the review includes 30 percent of
women in the Council as mandated by the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW). The Local Government Act review final submissions have been prepared
and key announcements are on the way forward have been made during the 5™ Municipal Local
Government Forum we had recently in March. The existing Act was made up of 15 parts and associated
Acts, By-Laws, and Regulations have been generally agreed to and re-appealed and replaced. The Act
was reviewed as per record shows that the Act review has been a key reform agreed by the Councils and
stakeholders from as early as the 1990s.

The Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment has tasked the Local Government
Committee to come up with the possible terms of reference for the Act review in May 2016. Following
that an in-depth analysis and 2 rounds of preliminary consultations with the Councils and stakeholder
groups were made, the Committee has forwarded the TOR and observations to the Ministry of Local
Government in August 2017.The TOR have been discussed at the Ministry’s Local Government,
Housing and Environment and key announcements are expected to be made.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson. Way back in 2014, the Honourable
Minister made a comment or commitment that the Local Government Election will be done soonest. Up
until now, that still has not been conducted. Would the review of the Local Government Act be a major
requirement to run the Local Government because as it is, with your explanation, it looks like you have
failed your Minister by not undertaking the Local Government Act Review? If that is a main
requirement to conduct the Local Government Elections? If you can just elaborate on that issue?
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MR. A. KHAN.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson, through you. Local Government has
reviewed itself as being comprehensive. The new Terms of Reference that has been submitted by the
Local Government Committee is around 22 key areas altogether, two involving the type of councils and
in the current Act there are three types of Councils that could run a Council: one is certainly being
elected council. The Local Government Act Review exercise has come to a stage where the Local
Government Act Review Committee should be appointed soon and from there onwards the exercise
should continue. As far as the elections goes, it is complementary “yes”. A Local Government Act
Review will establish the mode of the new election for Municipal Councils including the town
boundaries structure and whether there should be a town ward, whether there should be a one single
constituency within the townships electing Council members and other areas including whether the
ratepayers will elect a Mayor or where the conventional structure under the British system that is annual
election of Mayor will continue. So we do agree that it is one area that will be addressed through this
Local Government Act Review.

HON. S.V RADRODRO.- Deputy Chairperson, based on another relevant question to that, I
will back track a bit on the rates of arrears. In 2012 it stated as $34.9 million and it is a huge amount
to be appearing as arrears and then 2013 and 2014 is not stated. In my thinking, it could be even
much more if it is accumulative. | mean like you have to explain what is the challenge in not
recovering those arrears and would the Local Government election, if conducted, would have helped
in collecting those arrears and in exercising stronger compliance to be able to reduce your arrears?
Would that be the case?

MR. A. KHAN.- Thank you Honourable Member, through you Deputy Chairperson. Prior
to 2009 Local Government Review when it all started up with, the average collection per year
including arrears was 65 percent. Post 2009 come 2012 we have started to average a Council yearly
collection around 75 percent. So there has been an improvement and we are doing the same just like
Auckland City Council. Auckland City is also at an average of 75 percent.

As far as the total overall debt, last year 31% December at the ending an estimated $31
million in arrears stood for all municipal councils in Fiji. We do have a challenge, we note and these
are to do with the residential areas where the rating structure is basically the same as that of the
Domain areas. We have seen that there is a challenge for collection in Residential C and Residential
D areas which are small lots and where the low income earners basically purchase properties and
stay. But there again, we are using our own means available in within the Local Government Act to
address and collect.

In addition to this we are coming up with a document to be discussed during the National
Budget Consultation on means to further strengthen rates collection and to introduce other
favourable systems to ensure that the rates collection system is improved upon within the Municipal
Councils.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Deputy Chairperson, just another question on that, because |
think this is all linked, like waste management on this waste collection. Just this week, | had a drive
around Caubati, Waila, Vunisinu area, the Nasinu area and | tell you, you can even go and check it
out, these huge, huge piles of rubbish all around the area and | just asked someone and they said, it
was just because of the collection rate. So because of non-collection of rates, the residence are being
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penalised by their waste not collected and it is all adding up to waste management problem in the
areas.

| am not talking about kitchen rubbish, this is kitchen rubbish plus household and it is in big
heaps. And now listening to your explanation, like to me, they are not being serviced because of
non-payment of rates. | am just thinking, because why would the garbage truck not pick up all these
rubbish? In my view it has got something to do with being rate payers which is reflected with a huge
arrears that is in place. To me that all adds up to how the Council is being run and because maybe of
the absence of the mayors of having an effective Council.

MR. S.K. SINGH.- Thank you Honourable Member and Deputy Chairperson through you.
As far as solid waste management goes, it is compulsory to be collected by every Municipal Council
irrespective of whether rates have been paid or not in this country by the law. We have had
challenges in the Suva - Nausori corridor as far as collection goes and Government has been heavily
investing. One of our key challenging areas has been Nasinu, because Nasinu itself, apart from the
ratepayers, it is servicing 18 informal settlements. And in this whole corridor, Suva — Nausori, we
have a total of 88 informal settlements with 7,200 households, which are also very much relying on
the services provided by the Councils.

Government to subsidise has come up with a few new products including the provision of
skip bins in specific areas, including the services provided now in the peri-urban areas through
Municipal Councils. We have a new programme coming for Nasinu Town Council which will be
effective from 1st September, after the delivery of four new trucks from Japan, which Government
has funded. From there we will have a zero tolerance on green waste and kitchen waste being left on
the roadsides and we will be having more monitoring officers.

If you would have read the media last week, we also have been getting support from
embassies: people of Japan, people of India coming up now to assist in improving the solid waste
management collection systems at Nasinu. Last week the Indian Government has given Nasinu
Town Council a vehicle to simply move around to assist in the monitoring and via that Nasinu Town
Council will have a full time environment enforcement team on the ground.

HON. S. V. RADRODRO.- Honourable Deputy Chairperson, just one last question. It is
mentioned that the Local Government Act is still under review and if that is the case, back to the
original question, is it possible that it could be relooked at to ensure that there is a 30 percent
membership to be women? If you include that in the Act, you are also helping in satisfying the
CEDAW requirement, but I notice that women will take note of this garbage collection issue, so just
a request, since the Act is still under review if that could be considered?

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you Honourable Member and thank you PS. I think
Question No. 6 has been elaborated on, on waste management.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Yes, the waste has also been addressed. The Director did mention
about the peri-urban collection as well.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Yes, so we can move on.
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MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- The next one Honourable Deputy Chairperson, is about the total
allocation of First Home Buyers and how many people have benefitted from this programme? The
total allocation for the year 2014 was $10 million. A total of 180 applicants benefitted from this
initiative. The summary of these applicants have been tabulated, it is up on the screen. If you have
any questions, you can ask me on that. As of today, | am told there are more than 1,500 applicants
who have benefitted from this programme.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We have got the table there, so please do go
through it.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- There is also a question on gender composition. We shall address it
along together with this.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Yes.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- There were totally 55 male buyers, 11 female, 114 joint buyers which
makes up to a total of 180.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Let us move on to the next one.

Question No. 10 — Why is there a high turnover in the Special Administrator positions?
MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- That relates to the earlier question asked by the Honourable Member.
We talk about the high turnover in the Special Administrator positions:

e As per the Local Government Act Cap. 125 and policy of the Ministry of the Local
Government, Housing and Environment Special Administrators are appointed by the
Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment;

e The appointment process and recommendations is managed by the Permanent Secretary
office and the appointment is made in concurrence with the Minister responsible;

e Performance and general employment management are managed by the Permanent
Secretary; and

e From 2014, it has stabilised, there are no changes or terminations to Special Administrators
or Chief Executive Officers and review of three-year performance is currently underway.

So, one of those things that reflects from this response is performance monitoring and closely
working with the Special Administrator has allowed us to arrest the turnover of Special
Administrators as mentioned here.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, PS unless the Honourable Members have any other
questions we will move in to Question No. 13 - What is the progress of the formulation of the
National Housing Act?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson.
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e The Department of Housing prepared a Cabinet Memorandum - Development of a National
Housing Enabling Act and National Housing Board on the 21% May, 2016;

e Housing Stakeholders Consultation Meeting was held in September 2016 to discuss the
Cabinet Memorandum;

e As part of the Cabinet Paper consultation process, the Ministry wrote to the Office of the
Solicitor- General on 21* September, 2016 to seek their comments on the:

e The process of the formulation of the Act; and
e The Research Study on Fiji’s Law and Regulations that impact on the Housing sector
performance.

e In meeting with the Solicitor-General in November 2016, he assured the Department of
Housing that he will peruse the Memorandum because the Cabinet Paper has quite a few
issues that could be complicated and will require higher level of interventions that will be
provided,;

e Are there any plans in place to review the Town and Country Planning Act as well? This
will impact actually the public utilities structured within the residential boundaries of the
housing subdivisions and of course, tenants were restricted from constructing infrastructure
over these utilities.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Any questions, Honourable Members?
Question No. 15 - Please explain on the 6 village housing schemes that has been written off?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Yes.

e The Housing Authority considered and approved the writing off of 6 village housing scheme
under the Housing Authority Policy in May. The detail of the village housing scheme assisted
is listed in Table 4 as you can see;

e The six village housing scheme had borrowed housing loans for construction. You can see
that it is tabulated with the village name there. If any questions, please go ahead and ask.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Yes, it is tabulated. Honourable Members, just go through it
and if you have any questions, we have spoken enough on waste management.

Question No. 17 -What is the progress on Waste Transfer Station.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Thank you, Deputy Chairperson. The proposed location at Lagere
was not agreed by the members of the community. One of the Committee members from here was
also present there during the meeting. It was disagreed by the community citing various information
that they further required especially in terms of hygiene around where this was going to be located.
There were models that were being proposed including having an underground facility, et cetera.
So, the Ministry has now made a decision to move away from that proposal of putting up the transfer
station at Lagere. As of now, the Ministry is liaising with the Ministry of Lands to another parcel of
land. However, in terms of wherever we move, the community or the stakeholder groups that are
impacted by a facility like this will have similar questions. So, the Ministry has prepared two or
three technology options in how this can be done especially if it is about smell and hygiene. The
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solutions currently available internationally include underground facilities which will have no
impact in terms of hygiene, especially during the transfer stage.

Also no waste dumped or taken to the transfer station will remain there for more than 4 hours
to 5 hours window for it to continue to stay and provide any form of inconvenience.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you PS. What is the progress of the enforcement of the
Litter Decree?

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- The Ministry of Environment is responsible for the Act, administering
the Litter Act 2018 and the Amendment that followed in 2010 for the purpose of controlling
offenders. The mandate on the people to enforce the Act are the Police Officers, Health Inspectors,
Port Master, Deputy Port Masters, Port State Control Officers, Shipping Inspectors, Forest Officers,
the Ministry of Environment Inspectors, Local Government staff, Land Transport officers, and any
other public officers appointed by the Minister. Recently the Ministry of Environment has
conducted refresher trainings throughout the year on enforcement and how it can be enforced. We
have assigned a Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement with the 13 municipal councils so
they also, their officials take care of this in their own backyard.

Last year alone there were 740 fixed penalty notices that were put and we also have run anti-
litter campaigns as we are all aware of including the various mediums, TV advertisements, et cetera,
and there are a few we have escalated up to DPP and prosecuted as well.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you PS, slightly on the noise pollution just a little bit.

MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- Noise is not regulated under the Environment Management Act from
what | have checked. However, under the Environment Management Impact Assessment
Regulation, that is, the EIA process, once the Ministry receives an application for a development
activity during the scoping exercise, the officer in charge undertakes the inspection that is required,
identify activities that can potentially have high noise and its impact on surrounding communities.
So, if that is the case then they put in terms of conditions for approval that will mitigate these
pollution factors that would come up.

The EIA Report on that particular development which could have potential pollution
proposes ways and means to eliminate that issue or the noise pollution and normally the noise
pollution is addressed by the Ministry of Labour.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you very much PS. Honourable Members, you can just
read through, it is tabulated there the settlements and what all went to the integrated agriculture
programmes. Thank you PS, for your much enlightening presentation through the questionnaire
session and thank you Honourable Members for your question. Honourable Salote Radrodro, you
have a question?

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Apologies, Madam Deputy Chairperson, just a final question.
What has been the challenge by the Ministry? | note that your latest Annual Report is 2014. What
has been the challenge in having to have this delay in submitting your reports? To me, it is a very
important ministry so what could have been the challenge? Thank you.

44 Consolidated Review Report - Ministry of Local Government, Housing and Environment 2012, 2013
& 2014 Annual Reports



MR. J. WYCLIFFE.- One of those things that we have worked on is, we are working through
with the Civil Service Reforms and filling in additional staff that are required within the Corporate
team and now we have in the last one year, eight months we have a full capacity that is coming up
on board. So, we should be able to provide the reports regularly and on time.

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON.- Once again Honourable Members, thank you for your
questions. PS and team thank you for availing yourselves, thank you for your time and indulgence.

The Committee adjourned 3.30 p.m.
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