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CHAIR’S FOREWORD

On behalf of the Standing Committee on Economic Affairs who were tasked under Standing Order 37
(5) to look into a Petition to Introduce a Service Fee to be charged to all Guest Bills for the purpose of
supplementing the incomes of Tourism Industry Workers in Fiji, 1 wish to report the following:-

The Committee consulted and deliberated on presentations received from relevant stakeholders.

Upon conclusion of deliberations the Committee decided that there was no need for further
consultations and that no further action would be necessary.

I take this opportunity to thank the Hon Members involved in the production of this report and also the
Parliamentary Staff who assisted.

On behalf of the Standing Committee of Economic Affairs, I commend this report to the Parliament.

HON. LORNA EDEN
CHAIRPERSON
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Relations

MISSION & NEW LABOUR INSTITUTIONS
TARGETED KEY PEREORMANCE INDICATORS BERORMED & MODERNIZED CREATED UNDER THE NEW

OUTCOMES EABSERE S LABOUR LAWS

* Case settlement rate at least 75% pa

) ] * Mediation Service established 2008
* Increase access of poor workers to mediation service by

S 5% pa :
Targeted Outcome: T
o :””. : M«wz msnc M”M”“‘,.M 2 * Reduce case resolution time at Employment Tribunal from * Employment Relations Promulgation Fiji Mediation Centre 2015
: 5 years to | year
M ; ; ;
A anket * Reduce case management time at Labour Standard Service 2007 * Employment Relations Tribunal
*Children & Youth I 2008
* Gender Equality & from 4 years to | year . . established 20
. 2 * Revised ERP 201 4 implemented by Dec 2014 * Employment Relations
Women'in Development

* Sustain national minimum wage for marginalized workers  (Administration) Regulations 2008
* Sustain productivity-based wage system
* Respond to any call centre enquiry within one minute

* Employment Relations Court established
in 2008

*®Public Sector Reform

* Employment Relations (Labour

Management Consultation & * Productivity and Wages Unit established
Cooperation Committee) Regulations i, 2010

* Double the LMCC registration and training with respect to 2008 % Poj T blished |
previous year —_ i s olicy and Legal Service established in
Targeted Outcome: * Maintain mediation settlement rate at least at 75% pa mployment Relations (Employment 2010
B Sul )BT EHEHELLITA * Maintain zero workplace strikes pa Agencies) Regulations 2008
Market * Diversify mediation to non-labour issues * Employment Relations Call Centre
% Public Sector Reform * Code of Ethics for Mediators 2008 = ogeablished in 2014

*National Policy on Sexual Harassment  # Child Labour Unit established in 2012
* Double the LMCC registration and training with respective 0 the Workplace 2008

to previous year * Restructured Labour Standard Services

T AV D * National Code of Practice for in 2013
Targeted Outcome: sunaLservice scneme extabistied by HIV/AIDS in the Workplace 2008
A S TS EL AT * Review of NTPC and the 2005 Fiji Productivity Charter

Market

* Increase national labour productivity by 0.5%
*Public Sector Reform

*1SO 9001:2008 certification of prioritized government

EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS ADVISORY
ministries and departments by 2016

BOARD
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IMPACT OF SERVICE FEES TO EMPLOYERS -

(CURRENTLY 1099 REGISTERED TOURISM
EMPLOYERS IN FLJI)

» Incur more administrative costs.

> Gives more power to the employer — who already has a
lot of power.

» Creates an unequal playing field. Other industries may
complain. (WRT, RT, GMT, etc)

» Smaller operators like Backpackers can be negatively
affected which negatively affects the community.

» Potential to create internal grievances\ disputes within.
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WAGE REGULATION - (HOTEL &
CATERING TRADES) ORDER 2012

CLASS OF WORKER License Undertaking Other C:_n_m_ém_m:mm
. (Liquor Act)

Bar man $3.15 -

Clerk $3.09 $2.79
Cook | $3.20 $2.91
General worker | $2.97 $2.73
House worker, Kitchen $2.97 $2.73

hand, Laundry hand, Night
attended, Outdoor worker,

Waiter, Watchman

ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCES
Split Shift Allowance $2.30/ Day
Night Shift Allowance | 20c/hr (10pm - 6am)

Meal allowance , $7.00 if decent hot meal is not provided
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IMPACT ON QUALITY OF SERVICE
PROVIDED BY EMPLOYEES

» High potential to negatively impact quality of service —
imitation taking over the natural Bula Smile.
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MINUTES OF THE 11 MEETING OF THE ECONOMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HELD
IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, EAST WING ON WEDNESDAY, 30" JUNE 2015 AT
02.30 P.M.

Members Present:
Hon. Balmindar Singh (Chairman)
Hon. Prem Singh (Deputy Chairman)
Hon. Dr Brij Lal
Hon. Alvrick Maharaj (Alternate Member for Hon. Sanijit Patel)

In Attendance:
Mr Selveen Deo

1.0 WELCOME
1.1 The Hon. Chairman welcomed the members to their meeting.

2.0 APOLIGIES

2.1 Apology was received from the following member.
¢ Hon. Viliame Gavoka
e Hon. Sanjit Patel

3.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

3.1 Hon. Dr Brij Lal moved that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 27t
May 2015 be confirmed.
3.2 Hon. Chair seconded the motion. Minutes duly confirmed.
3.3 Hon. Dr Brij Lal moved that the minutes of the meeting held on 22" June be
confirmed subject to amendments:
e “Ms Sereana” to read “ Ms Sereana Cokanasiga”
e “Mr Savenaca Cokanasiga” to read “Mr Savenaca Kaunisela”
3.4 Hon. Chair seconded the motion. Minutes duly confirmed.
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4.0 MATTERS ARISING

4.1

4.2

Hon. Chair informed Hon. Prem Sigh that since he was not present in previous
two meetings, a motion was moved by Hon. Sanjit Patel to stop with the
consultation process on Service Fee Petition and it was voted and decision was
made that service fee petition be stood out.

4.1.1Hon. Prem Singh was of the view that recommendations of the Committee
will not be harmful to anyone. Committee had initially agreed on work plan
and consultations were part of it and nothing would be lost by completing
the consultation. He suggested that Committee should complete the
process as bipartition approach and make recommendations to the
Parliament irrespective of what the recommendations are.

4.1.2Hon. Dr Brij Lal replied that of the 8 submissions only 2 were in favour and
6 are against and if we go out for consultation only workers will be talking
in favour while hoteliers are against. Therefore even if Committee goes
out, it will come to the same conclusion.

4.1.3Hon. Prem Singh replied that it's not the conclusion that we are concerned
about but it's the participatory process of the Committee and it's all up to

‘Parliament to decide whether they accept the recommendations or not
and as for the Committee to kill the petition at this stage depicts the
purpose.

4.1.4Hon. Chair replied that looking at the motion that was presented before
the Committee and it was seconded, and looking at the Governments
initiatives such as free education, free bus fare, 2% extra from employers
contribution and other factors it was decided that no further consultation
will take place and a report to be tabled to the Parliament. _

4.1.5Hon. Prem Singh was of the view that Committee has agreed on a work
plan and consultation was part of it. So far Committee heard from those
we invited and when we go for consultation, not only workers would come
but also hoteliers and other would be there to give their opinions. This
petition looks into a particular issue and it's in the best interest of the
Committee to explore it to the fullest. ‘

4.1.6 Hon. Chair replied that the Committee is moving forward and won't look
back. The government embarked on initiatives where all sectors are
benefitting and here only one sector is involved.

4.1.7 Hon. Prem Singh replied that it's the process that we are concerned
about. This government initiatives could form part of the report in stating
why we should not go ahead with it. Hon. Sing informed the Committee
that Hon. Gavoka has provided a report which is to be part of the report.

Hon. Chair requested the secretariat if website advertisement and copies of all
the letters be provided.
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5.0

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION

51

5.2

5.3

Hon. Chair informed Hon. Singh and Hon. Maharaj that submission was done

by TLTB and Ministry of ITauke Affairs on the Petition to Review the distribution

of Land lease to Personal Accounts.

Hon. Chair requested members to provide their views on going forward with the

petition on Distribution of Land Lease on personal Accounts.

5.2.1Hon. Prem Singh asked apart from two Government stakeholders, who
else are we listening from, Land Owning units and Turaga Ni Matagali.

5.2.2 Hon. Chair replied that Turaga in Matagali, Turaga ni Yavosa, Tiuraga ni
Tokatoka and Provincial Administrators.

Hon. Prem Singh asked if there’s going to be a consultation with these

stakeholders.

5.3.1Hon. Chair replied that's it's up to the members to decide now if there's

going to be consultations on this petition.

5.3.2Hon. Prem Singh was of the view that people who are affected are

Matagalis members and others and many people are for the petition in the
land owning unit.
5.3.3Hon. Dr Brij Lal was of the view that from the submission it is clear that
before only 4500 people in Fiji were receiving lease money and now over
300 000 people are getting that and most of the recipient were very happy
as money goes to their account and for those under the age of 14 the
money was kept in trust. In long run more than 300 000 people are getting
the share of lease money and | am satisfied with the way lease is
distributed as presented by two organisations. According to them people
are happy with the current system and there are provision for special
projects whereby they need write to TLTB so money can be allocated and
| don’t see any need for going any further with the consultation.

5.3.4Hon. Prem Singh replied that just by the virtue of the petition, the
signatories seems to be unhappy, may be procedurally or they don't
understand so this is the reason some of these people need to be
consulted.

5.3.5 Hon. Dr Brij Lal replied that these are the same people that report to TLTB

' and according to them they are happy with the current system.

5.3.6 Hon. Prem Sing replied that according to the petition, the Itauke people
do not have equitable share of economic and commercial power with
other communities. These are the things that petition that is to be dealt
with and it’s fine from the stakeholder’s perspective as they are enforcing
it but what about the people who submitted the petition.

5.3.7 Hon. Dr Brij Lal replied that his understanding that the issues that are
raised in petition are taken to the TLTB board and Itauke Affairs and
according to them generally people are happy with current system.

5.3.8 Hon. Prem Singh replied that he has slightly different view point as it's
the Committees work to find out what people thinks of the petition and
who knows they may agree with that.
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5.3.9 Hon. Alvrik Maharaj said that he believes the petition is minority petition
on its own as previously only 4500 people were receiving land lease
money and now 300 000 so it speaks itself. Naturally speaking current
system is benefiting the one third population and why should we wreck -
our head in getting up something that deprives one third population and
go back and revert to policy which only benefits few people which is
against the Government Policy. Hon. Maharaj moved a motion that
Committee to go according to the recommendation of TLTB and Ministry
of Itauke Affairs and suggested this petition stopped here.

5.3.10 Hon. Dr Brij Lal seconded by motion by stating that this two organisation
has submitted their views and he is com:e'g[gi that things are in order.

5.3.11 Hon. Prem Singh opposed the motion stating that Committee is killing
the petition. The Committee should make an attempt to call people to this
Committee Room to get at least views of people and we will lose nothing.

5.3.12 Hon. Chair replied that there’s a motion on the floor and seconded, the
motion would stand.

5.3.13 Hon. Prem Singh said he is amending the motion not to pre conclude
this petition, we should at least give opportunity to people to give their
views.

5.3.14 Hon. Chair replied that the motion will be defeated since there is no
seconder to the motion by the motion which is already seconded.

5.3.15 Hon. Prem Sing said that this is the only Committee that has killed two
petition pre maturely and this Committee seems to be working on partition _
approach, government on one side and opposition on other. We have no
feelings for people who have sent this petition.

5.3.16 Hon. Chair replied that | do take your sentiments Hon. Singh but as you
are aware we are all binded by Standing Orders and as motioned has
been tabled, | accept the motion and close the debate on this basis.

6.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
6.1.1 There was no other business to be discussed.
7.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7.1 As there was no other business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 04.00 p.m.
Signed,




