


 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 

2012 

1 

 
ORGANISATION PROFILE 

 
Sugar Cane Growers Council was established under the Sugar Industry Act No.8 of 1984 with 
specific functions to protect and further the interests of registered cane growers. It is the peak cane 
growers’ organization representing the interests of all registered cane growers in Fiji. The Council is 
fully funded by the cane growers themselves.  
 
The Council is currently an Administrative body for the growers, managed by the Acting Chief 
Executive Officer Mr. Sundresh Chetty with assistance from Head office and district office staff in the 
eight cane growing districts.  
 
Under the Sugar Industry reform, a representative from the eight cane growing districts is to be 
appointed in the reformed Council on certain criteria. The Legislative changes are still being drafted 
and is expected to be finalized in due course. On a timely basis the present Administrative Arm of 
the Council reports to the Ministry of Sugar. 

 
OUR VISION 

 
To be the pro-active grower representative organization, that strives to serve the interests of the 
cane growers of Fiji. 
 

OUR MISSION 
 
The Sugar Cane Growers Council is committed to providing effective representation, leadership and 
services to the cane growers in order to secure long term viability for them in the industry. 
 

OUR GOALS 
 
Ø To effectively represent the interest of the cane growers as stakeholders in all aspects of the 

industry. 
 

Ø To actively pursue and encourage the development of a sustainable and viable sugar industry. 
 

Ø To take necessary measures to provide services to the cane growers to better facilitate their 
cane farming activities. 

 
Ø To explore ways and means to reducing cost and increasing productivity and yields for the cane 

growers through better utilization of their existing resources and adopting best practice methods 
which would encourage and facilitate this. 

 
Ø To conduct research and collect data in respect of cane farming activities and other related 

areas. 
 

Ø To inform and educate the cane growers and the community on the issues relating to cane 
farming and the industry. 
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Ø To represent the growers and make investment on their behalf in areas related to the activities 

of cane growing and sugar manufacture. 
 

Ø To participate actively and maintain a strong interest in the marketing of our sugar and to keep 
the cane growers well informed of developments, market-related issues and trends in the 
international markets. 

 
Ø To represent growers interest, both collectively and individually on matters relating to cane 

farming and their obligations to the industry and seek redress for their legitimate grievances 
through the appropriate authorities. 
 

GROWERS UPDATE 
 
There are about 15,862 active growers running small family cane farms with majority producing less 
than 200 tonnes per year. Some 10 years ago, the Sugar Industry used to comprise of over 21,000 
cane growers but the numbers gradually declined as land leases comprising the farms for many 
growers expired and were not renewed. Many others voluntarily moved out of cane farming when 
their profit reduced as a result of increasing cultivation, harvesting and transportation costs. The 
sudden increase of fertilizer cost from $19.50 to $31.50 per bag also badly affected their income.  
 
The vast majority of the growers have farm size of 4 hectares /10 acres, a legacy from the British 
Colonial administration and the end of indentured laborer system in the 1920’s. At that time, a plot of 
4 hectares of land was leased to individual grower which was considered to be sufficient to support a 
grower and his family. 
 
Over the years many growers have moved to urban centers in the quest of easier and better jobs. 
Nowadays most of the plots are cultivated by a middle-aged generation of growers in their fifties and 
sixties; their children left to attend universities to get better educated in search for white collar jobs in 
the cities or overseas. Growers of this age group do not feel secure and does not pass on their reins 
to the next generation. 
 
Most growers plant and harvest manually, using hired laborers (casual workers). Mechanization is 
not well developed: besides the importance of such an investment for a grower, the small size of the 
plots is not adapted to mechanization. Income diversification is not very developed and other crops 
are mainly grown for self consumption.  
 

SUMMARY OF GROWERS AND GANGS 

DISTRICT NO. OF SECTOR NUMBER OF GROWERS NUMBER OF GANGS 
LAUTOKA 5 2,038 216 
NADI 6 2,065 272 
SIGATOKA 3 1,115 106 
BA 7 3,468 340 
TAVUA 3 1,579 143 
RAKIRAKI 3 1,662 182 
LABASA 7 3,318 418 
SEAQAQA 3 617 168 
TOTAL 38 15,862 1,845 
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ACTIVITIES REPORT 2012 
 
The Acting Chief Executive Officer and Staff of Sugar Cane Growers Council takes pleasure in 
presenting its 2012 Report of Activities that includes the Audited Financial Statement for the year 
ended 31st December 2012. 
 
1. WEATHER  
 
The 2012 weather pattern was quite similar to 2011 when above average rainfall was experienced in 
the first quarter of the year. The heavy rainfall in January and March had caused two major flooding 
of towns and many cane fields in the Western division. Many fields were filled with debris and low 
lying farms were water logged for long periods affecting young cane plants. Riverbanks in most of 
the Western cane belts had burst during the flooding causing erosion of banks hence resulting in 
decreasing the land area of farmers along these rivers. Western Division was further struck by 
cyclone ‘Evan’ in December which caused destruction to buildings and infrastructure. 
  
The months of July and August were the driest of the year with very little rainfall recorded and 
likewise, rainfall during October and November was relatively lower than 2011 season. While this 
weather was good for cane planting and cultivation, it did hinder the smooth harvesting and delivery 
of cane and often contributed to short supply of cane to mills during wet periods.  
 
 

 
Sugar cane in water logged 
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The following is the rainfall record from January 2012 to December 2012 
 
Table 1.1 Monthly Rainfall (mm) 2012 
 
 L  A  U T O K A R  A  R  A W A I L A B A S A P  E N A N G 
MONTH RAIN RAINFALL RAIN RAINFALL RAIN RAINFALL RAIN RAINFALL 

DAYS (MM) DAYS (MM) DAYS (MM) DAYS (MM) 
January 18 854 15 825 24 567 24 990 
February 20 579 22 710 24 754 22 477 
March 17 894 17 275 19 411 18 235 
April 15 406 4 4 20 229 17 576 
May 8 78 8 80 9 37 11 41 
June 7 210 9 173 8 99 8 165 
July 4 14 0 0 5 12 7 19 
August 5 53 9 46 8 38 10 75 
September 12 296 13 238 12 175 12 215 
October 9 120 9 173 15 189 15 147 
November 10 35 13 100 14 167 8 60 
December 10 24 11 16 15 276 15 430 
Total 135 3563 130 2640 173 2954 167 3430 
  (Av.297)  (Av. 220)  (Av. 246)  (Av. 286) 
Source: SRIF, Lautoka 
 
 
2. 2012 SEASON FORECAST OF CROP   
 
The Council and Corporation had jointly forecasted a crop of 2.4 million tonnes for the 2012 season 
but as the season went by, the forecast was revised to 2.2 million tonnes. However, due to the 
unusual weather pattern during the season the actual crop dropped far below the forecast in all mill 
areas. 
 
Table 2.1 
 

Mill 2012     Season 
(Forecast) 

2012   Season 
(Actual) 

Variance (+/-) 

Lautoka 644,500 490,462 154,038(-) 
Rarawai 471,800 465,320    6,480(-) 
Labasa 470,000 413,283  56,717(-) 
Penang 186,215    177,832   8,383(-) 
All Mill 1,772,515                1,546,897       225,618(-) 
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 Table 2.2  
 

Mill Total Crop Crushed Stand over 
Lautoka 514,707 490,462 24,245 
Rarawai 471,800 465,320 6,480 
Labasa 426,453 413,283 13,170 
Penang 180,727 177,832 2,895 
All Mill 1,593,687 1,546,897 46,790 
    
 
Table 2.3          CANES CRUSHED 2005 – 2012 
 

 
District/ Mill 

 
2005 

 
2006 

 
2007 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Lautoka 367.240 430,025 315,017 325,341 300,815 216,986 281,071 209,240 

Nadi 369,139 423,428 302,266 316,920 318,535 229,730 262,212 213,783 

Sigatoka 154,400 179,784 123,947 128,308 106,696 80,750 100,258 67,439 

Lautoka Mill 
Total 

890,779 1,033,237 741,230 770,569 726,045 527,466 643,521 490,462 

Rarawai 589,287 763,660 541,493 521,136 472,339 378,061 484,243 325,115 

Tavua 172,417 268,279 196,984 211,016 187,091 142,427 189,199 140,205 

Rarawai Mill 
Total 

761,704 1,031,939 738,477 732,152 659,430 520,488 673,442 465,320 

Labasa 667,492 637,846 566,948 433,486 505,195 417,832 425,284 313,973 

Seaqaqa 243,171 233,182 202,199 170,830 174,402 136,742 145,187 99,310 

Labasa Mill 
Total 

910,663 871,028 769,147 604,316 679,597 554,574 570,471 413,283 

Penang Mill 
Total 

225,594 289,347 229,840 214,746 181,650 175,486 208,307 177,832 

GRAND TOTAL 
 

2,788,740 3,225,551 2,478,694 2,321,783 2,246,722 1,778,014 2,095,741 1,546,897 

 
Table 2.4 SEASON LENGTH AND AVERAGE WEEKLY CRUSH - 2012 
  

Mill Cane 
(Tonnes) 

Start 
Date 

Termination 
Date 

No. of 
Wks 

Average Wkly 
Crush (Tonnes) 

Lautoka 490,462 26/06/12 03/12/12 24 20,436 
Rarawai 465,320 10/07/12 20/12/12 23 20,231 
Labasa 413,283 28/06/12 16/10/12 17 24,310 
Penang 177,832 26/06/12 18/10/12 17 10,460 
Total    1,548,370     
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3. MILL PERFORMANCE 
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     4. CANE QUALITY AND SUGAR PRODUCTION 

 

 
 
 
The above graph illustrates that Labasa Mill had recorded the highest sugar content (POCS) in cane 
while on the other hand Penang Mill had the best TCTS (tonnes cane to tonnes sugar) ratio for the 
2012 season. 
 
The POCS for Labasa Mill was 11.64 followed by Penang at 11.52, Lautoka at 10.66 and Rarawai 
being the lowest at 10.65. The average POCS for all the Mills was 11.12. The TCTS for Penang Mill 
was 9.2 followed by Labasa at 9.3, Rarawai at 10.4 and Lautoka being the highest at 10.5 tonnes.  
The annual average TCTS for all the 4 mills stood at 9.99 tonnes.  
 
Table 4.1 Cane Quality and Sugar Production 2012 
 
  Cane Sugar Molasses POCS TCTS Cane Burnt 
Mill (Tonnes) (Tonnes) (Tonnes) Purity 

% 
Cane % 

Lautoka 490,462 46,576 20,681 10.66 10.5 81.6 29.6 
Rarawai 465,320 44,570 20,590 10.65 10.4 79.6 41.0 
Labasa 413,283 44,394 20,631 11.64 9.3 83.0 18.2 
Penang 177,832 19,273 4,948 11.52 9.2 83.5 28.2 
TOTAL 1,546,897 154,813 66,850 11.02 

  
 10.0 81.6  29.8  

 
 
 
 

0.0 

2.0 

4.0 

6.0 

8.0 

10.0 

12.0 

14.0 

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 

PE
R

C
EN

TA
G

E 

WEEKS 

PURE	  OBTAINABLE	  CANE	  SUGAR	  

Lautoka 

Rarawai 

Labasa 

Penang 



 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 

2012 

8 

 
Table 4.2  Pure Obtainable Cane Sugar & Tonne Cane Tonne Sugar 
 
  2008  

SEASON 
2009  

SEASON 
2010 

SEASON 
2011 

SEASON 
2012 

SEASON 
Mill POCS TCTS POCS TCTS POCS TCTS POCS TCTS POCS       TCTS 
Lautoka 10.7 10.7 10.19 14.8 10.87 12.2 9.58 13.6 10.66 10.5 
Rarawai 10.8 11.3 9.93 15 9.9 15.5 9.84 11.4 10.65 10.4 
Labasa 10.99 11.8 10.75 12.2 10.19 14.5 10.02 13.0 11.64 9.3 
Penang 10.54 10.8 10.62 10.2 10.58 11.2 9.63 12.7 11.52 9.2 
Average 10.79 11.2 10.37 13.4 10.36 13.5 9.79 12.6 11.12 9.85 
 
Table 4.3            Percentage of Green and Burnt Cane Crushed 
 
MILL GREEN CANE   PERCENTAGE      BURNT CANE PERCENTAGE 
LAUTOKA 345,286 70.4 145,176 29.6 
RARAWAI 274,539 59.0 190,781 41.0 
LABASA 338,066 81.8 75,217 18.2 
PENANG 127,684 71.8 50,148  28.2 
TOTAL 1,085,575 

 
70.2 461,322 

 
29.8 

 
5.  HARVESTING GANG PERFORMANCE 
 
Harvesting commenced at the Lautoka and Penang Mills on 26/06/12 while crushing at Rarawai Mill 
in the Western division was delayed till 10/07/12 to enable repair works to complete after the two 
floods that caused severe damage to the mill. Harvesting at Labasa mill begun on 28/06/12 and the 
delay attributed to the low cane crop as the stakeholders felt that if crushing had commenced any 
earlier, all cane would have finished well before October when cane maturity is at its peak.  
 
The Labasa mill performance was above expectation and this gave harvesting gangs a challenge to 
consistently supply cane to the mill. Unfortunately growers were not prepared for this bearing in mind 
the poor mill performance of 2011 season and hence a large number of cane supply stops were 
noted.  
 
The weekend cane supply has also been a concern as most of the gangs with indigenous cane 
cutters do not operate on Sundays and cane supply during the weekend becomes weak. 

 
6.  OTHER GROWERS SERVICES 
A wide range of other services were provided to the growers throughout the Council’s 8 cane 
growing district offices and the Head office. Services provided by the Council have helped the 
growers to save thousands of dollars.  
Despite the downsizing of the Council, the Administrative Arm continues to strive to the ultimate goal 
of the interest of the registered cane growers of the nation. The types of services have increased  
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and so has the number of growers benefiting from the same. Some of the key services provided by 
Council on a district by district basis during the year are shown below. 
 
GROWERS SERVICE AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2012 
 
SERVICES Rakiraki Tavua Ba Lautoka Nadi Sigatoka Labasa Seaqaqa TOTAL 

Additional Ticket book 0 0 0 0 0 0 83 0 83 
Bond 12 7 11 3 1 0 7 0 41 
Burnt Cane 34 8 15 18 4 0 4 0 83 
Cane Access Road 97 11 35 26 2 52 345 2 570 
Cane payment 58 228 28 23 112 40 4 17 510 
COR amendment 19 58 96 35 18 8 63 4 301 
COR replacement 19 58 20 7 3 0 18 5 130 
Crop Damage 60 39 109 32 39 0 0 0 279 
Drainage 18 0 13 6 1 0 14 0 52 
Gang Disputes 1 40 74 1 1 11 36 9 173 
Gang Matters 74 57 0 12 0 12 30 0 185 
Gang Meeting 13 85 14 0 0 0 24 0 136 
Gang Rationalization 12 14 3 0 0 0 0 0 29 
Income tax 148 154 167 214 225 110 482 180 1680 
Increase H/Rates 91 136 398 119 358 13 203 157 1475 
Individual Harvest 195 105 12 1 0 0 17 0 330 
Knife Sale 96 188 135 231 286 29 0 0 965 
Land rent object 46 24 15 15 0 0 27 0 127 
Legal Services 3 9 4 3 0 0 134 0 153 
Lorry Wheel Tax 101 77 243 161 209 32 174 71 1068 
MOGA 147 166 271 178 238 87 402 163 1652 
New Registration 6 18 22 2 2 0 73 4 127 
Power of Attorney 37 84 95 37 27 32 113 7 432 
Rent Appeal 0 51 14 5 0 0 162 21 253 
Revocation  P/Attorney 7 13 22 13 7 1 22 3 88 
Split Registration 3 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 9 
Substitute Dispute 0 59 52 9 5 2 56 0 183 
Substitute Agreement 322 410 473 1030 45 64 553 42 2939 
Transfer of Registration 3 10 29 5 15 0 3 0 65 
VAT returns 4 1 2 30 1 6 1 0 45 
Weedicide Sales 2265 1721 4006 6815 4442 421 5747 1249 26666 
Will 18 65 8 49 30 18 44 0 232 
General Services 3894 1049 1664 751 2182 679 3845 1473 15537 
Total 7803 4945 8050 9831 8253 1617 12692 3407 56598 
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7. LEGAL SERVICES 
 

Sugar Cane Growers Council’s legal department which was established on 3rd February 2003 has 
continued to provide a wide range of legal services to the growers at affordable cost. It is the aim of 
the Management to operate the legal services on user pay concept to avoid any additional burden on 
all growers. 
In August 2011, all legal services were ceased due to certain legislations which prevented the 
Council from providing Legal services without a Practitioners Certificate.  
A number of representations were made to the Chief Registrar however we were not allowed to 
continue unless a legal firm is engaged to act on our behalf. Discussion is on going with a prominent 
solicitor in Lautoka to have a Managerial contract done so that our services are not disrupted.  
During the year various types of services were provided to the cane growers throughout Fiji at a 
comparatively cheaper rate. 

     
LEGAL SERVICES REPORT FROM 2ND JANUARY 2012 TO 31ST DECEMBER 2012 

 

DOCUMENTS RAKIRAKI TAVUA BA LAUTOKA NADI SIGATOKA LABASA SEAQAQA TOTAL  
P/Attorney 34 51 93 36 28 15 101 8 366 

R/P/Attorney 6 11 26 13 8 - 19 2 85 

Wills 18 65 8 49 30 18 44 0 232 

Agreements - - 2 2 - - - - 4 

Transfer - - 3 - - - - - 3 

Transmission By 
Death  

1 - 3 2 2 - 2 1 11 

Dedication - - 1 - - - - - 1 

Easement  - - 1 1 - - - - 2 

R/Death  - -  - - - - - - 

D/Mortgage /Bill 
of Sale 

- - 1 - - - - - 1 

Provisional Title  1 - 4 1 - - - - 6 

R/New C.T.  - - 1 1 - - - - 2 

Total 60 127 143 105 68 33 166 11 713 

 
8. WEEDICIDE SALES 
 
The Council continues to facilitate the sales of the following types of weedicides to growers from its 
district offices at cost with marginal handling charges. 
 

o Glyphosate 360 ( 5 litres ) 
o Amine 720 (5 litres ) 
o Diuron 80 (1 kg pack) 
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All of these weedicides and agro-chemicals are available from South Pacific Fertilizers Company 
Limited and are made accessible to all cane growers nationwide from suitably located SCGC outlets 
in their own districts and towns.  
 
An agreement was reached In December 2011 between the Council and Fiji Sugar Corporation after 
which growers began receiving weedicides on credit basis from the Council’s 8 district offices. This 
arrangement has assisted growers who could not afford to control weeds on their farms due to 
financial constraints. This gained momentum during 2012 when more growers were seen taking 
advantage of this credit facility that has reduced cash handling for growers and offices as well. 
  
In 2012, the Council’s Labasa and Seaqaqa District offices further distributed weedicide to around 
4,000 members of Labasa Cane Producers Association, a fair-trade certified organization within the 
Labasa Mill Area under LCPA order.  
   
9. KNIFE/ FILES / HAND GLOVE SALES 
 
The Council introduced sale of knives, files and hand gloves to growers in 2008 season. This has 
been a very successful deal as demand has been increasing with our 2012 sale recording 965 sets 
sold. The Management is negotiating the price with the supplier and would again provide the 
opportunity to growers to purchase knives, file and hand gloves at the same cost. 
 
10. GROWERS RICE SUPPLY 
 
The Fiji Sugar Corporation and Council once again arranged delivery of rice through South Pacific 
Fertilizers Ltd and SPF provided efficient service at affordable costs. Compliments were also 
received from growers on the quality of rice supplied. 
 
11. FERTILIZER 
 
The fertilizer price continues to be a topic around all growers meetings. As noted the price of fertilizer 
remains an all time high of $45.59 per bag. Growers are fortunate that the Government has been 
subsidizing it by $14.09 per bag while the growers pay the rate of $31.50 a bag. The Council is 
thankful to the Government for its continued support to the sugar industry. 
 
12. LTA CONCESSIONS 
 

The Council has been closely associated with the various cane lorry associations and at their 
request has been having successful negotiations for concessions of LTA regulations on cane Lorries 
such as waiver of wheel tax, reduction in road user levy and minor infringements. The lorry 
association members are mostly growers and these costs has been very high compared to the 
income for the six monthly operations during crushing. The Council is indebted to the Government 
and LTA for their continuous support.   
 
13. FAIRTRADE CERTIFICATION 
 
In June 2010, the Prime Minister and Minister for Sugar, Mr. Voreqe Bainimarama launched the Fair-
trade Initiative for Labasa growers. Following successful certification, Labasa Cane Producers 
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Association (LCPA) have received their share of premium from the 2010,  2011 and 2012 season 
sugar produced at Labasa Mill. LCPA has been assisting its grower members and the community at 
large by distributing free weedicides, knives, files, water projects, electricity connection deposits, bus 
shelters, computers to schools etc. 
 
Following the launching of Viti Levu Cane Producers Associations in October 2011, the two other 
producer organizations namely, Lautoka Cane Producers Association and Penang / Rarawai Cane 
Producers Association have been certified.  
 
14. COUNCIL LEVY 

 
The Ministry of Sugar approved an Administrative Budget of $600,000.00 for the 2012 financial year. 
The cane production for the year was 1,546,897 tonnes resulting in a chargeable levy of 0.37 cents 
per tonne of cane produced in the season. 
 
Table 15.1  Last 8 years Annual Levy and Cane Production 
YEAR 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Levy  $883,384  $910,510 $1,058,538 $870,879 $992,691 $600,000 $600,000 $600,000 
Production 2,788,740 3,225,551 2,478,853 2,321,783 2,246,722 1,778,014 2,095,741 1,546,897 
Levy/ tonne $0.32        $0.28        $0.42        $0.38 $0.44 $0.34 $0.29 $0.37 

 

 
  
It must be noted that Council Levy per tonne is based on the size of crop each year and a decline in 
crop will result in a marginal increase in chargeable levy. The Council has continued to endeavor to 
provide maximum service to all registered cane growers, despite maintaining the annual “general 
levy” almost the same over last six years. 
 
It should be noted that Council’s Budget has now been reduced to $600 000.00. The decline in crop 
has seriously affected levy per tonne of cane and if the crop was maintained at 3.5million tonnes, the 
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levy would have been only $0.17 per ton for 2012. All the expenses are very well managed within the 
budget.  
 
Another notable feature is that for 2010 season the total levy was $0.34 / ton but due to a reduced 
cane price, Council had decided to waive $0.09 / tonne deduction. This amount has not been 
deducted till to date and the management has now decided to waive this deduction. Therefore, the 
levy for 2010 has just been $0.25 per ton. 
 
15. GROWERS AWARENESS PROGRAMME 
 
The Council together with other Sugar Industry Stakeholders worked hand in hand in carrying out 
awareness programs in the 38 cane growing sectors under the leadership of the Honorable Prime 
Minister and Minister for Sugar, Mr. Voreqe Bainimarama. For the first time, the growers had the 
opportunity to personally express and raise their grievances in this program. Majority of the cases 
raised in the awareness program were expiry of land leases, cane access roads, road tax levy and 
sugar related matters. The Council staff also had the privilege of meeting and having a talanoa 
session with the Prime Minister after the awareness program. 
 
 
16. AGRICULTURE SHOW 
 
The 2012 Agriculture Show was for the first time held in Lautoka’s Churchill Park in August and the 
Council also had a booth showcasing the services we provide. Growers and the public visited the 
Council’s booth whereby weedicides and cane knives were also made available for sales.  
 
17.  Cane Development Revolving Fund (CDRF) 
 
With a view to increase cane production, Government as in previous years provided $6m for Cane 
Development project. Grants given out for cane planting in the past had been futile as there was no 
significant increase in crop.  The Stakeholders then decided to turn the grant into a revolving fund to 
enable growers interested to plant cane to get interest free loan. This would enable the growers to 
take some ownership and the loan would be recouped slowly and the funds could be reutilized.  
 
It was decided that a further $3m be allocated by the SCGF and the entire funds controlled by the 
stakeholders. Criteria was set for the fund where a minimum of $1000/ acre or $2500/ ha provided to 
a grower on an interest free loan via SCGF. There were other conditions attached and was to be 
overseen by all the stakeholders who were tasked to do different tasks in the CDRF. The Council 
was given the task of following up on compliance to cultivation of different varieties, certification of 
land preparation/ planting and monitoring of field activities. 
 
Subsequent to the two flooding of 2012, the stakeholders met and revised the criteria. It was then 
agreed that growers would be given $1,000.00 per acre under CDRF cane planting program of which 
$500.00 would be loan repayable within the next 5 years while $500.00 would be granted to assist 
growers rehabilitate. Many growers took advantage of this and replanted their ageing ratoon with 
new cane. 
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18. INTERNATIONAL SUGAR ORGANISATION (ISO) CONFERENCE 
 
The Council’s Acting Chief Executive Officer was part of the Fiji delegation to the International Sugar 
Organisation (ISO) Conference and ISC meeting held in New Delhi, India from 24th to 26th April 
2012. The delegation was led by the Honorable Prime Minister and Minister for Sugar, Commodore 
Voreqe Bainimarama. The same delegation also attended the annual ISO conference and ISC 
meeting in London from 27th to 28th November 2012. At the ISC meeting, the Honorable Prime 
Minister of Fiji was elected the new Chairman of the International Sugar Council for 2013. He was 
nominated by Brazil and seconded by India. 85 sugar producing nations voted in favour of Fiji. 
 

 
Fiji Delegation to the ISO Conference 

L-R: Director Sugar,  Mr. Viliame Gucake ,  SCGC CEO (Acting) ,  Mr. Sundresh Chetty ,  FSC Executive Chairman, Mr. Abdul 
Khan,  Fiji  Counsel lor Brussels ,  Mr. Nidhendra Singh,  Honorable  Prime Minister  & Minister  for Sugar,  Mr. Voreqe 
Bainimarama, Permanent Secretary for Sugar,  Mr. Manasa Vaniqi ,  Fiji ’s  High Commissioner to London,  Mr. Solo Mara,  
and Sugar Industrial  Commissioner ,  Mr. Timothy Brown. 
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