


























Division/Mission Functions

Political and Treaties Division

The role of the Political and Treaties Division (PTD) is to provide high quality advice to the executive
management on foreign policy matters that advances and protects Fiji's political and security interests
through strategic bilateral, regional and multilateral relations.

The Division is also responsible for the licensing, compliance and monitoring of treaties that Fiji has
acceded to, signed and ratified.

International Cooperation Division

The primary function of the International Cooperation Division (ICD) is to facilitate international
development cooperation with bilateral, regional and multilateral partners that contributes to Fiji's
sustainable development objectives which are directed towards poverty alleviation.

The ICD conducts its core activities in consultation with key governmental bodies and national
stakeholders. It represents the ministry in the Budget and Aid Coordination Committee (BACC) which
meets on a monthly basis with internal and external stakeholders to evaluate and approve national
development projects and their implementation.

Protocol and Consular Division

The Protocol and Consular Division (PCD) ensures that Fiji's obligations under the Vienna Convention
on Diplomatic Relations (1961), the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963) and Fiji's
Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities Act (1971) are accorded in compliance with these treaties to the
diplomatic community and relevant regional and international organizations and to facilitate the
efficient and effective delivery of their development assistance for the benefit of the people of Fiji.

The Division also ensures that diplomats including international public servants based in Fiji adhere to
diplomatic conventions and laws under the Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities Act. The Division is
also responsible for planning and coordinating regional and international conferences hosted by the
Government of Fiji and to carry out protocol arrangements for distinguished guests of the state and for
dignitaries travelling abroad.

Corporate Services Division

The Corporate Services Division (CSD) is responsible for managing the human capital and assets of the
ministry. These include recruitment, development, reward, motivation, and maintenance of the
Ministry’s most important asset — its employees. In addition, CSD is responsible for job analysis, human
resource planning, performance appraisal, human resource development, compensation and benefits,
dispute settlement and effective health and safety programmes. The division also oversees the financial
and administrative operations of the Ministry.




The role of CSD has been strengthened in the area of its networking linkages with all divisions, Fiji
Missions abroad, monitoring and evaluation functions with the aim of identifying the most optimum
strategies and options to improve services delivery and overall performance of the ministry.

Climate Change Division

The Climate Change Division is responsible for implementing the National Climate Change Policy
(NCCP) and coordinating climate change programmes, projects and activities in Fiji. The National
Climate Change Policy 2012 serves to provide the overarching guidance to all sectors on climate
change issues and is the guiding document for the work of the Climate Change Division.

The division is also responsible for meeting Fiji's obligations to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Kyoto Protocol and other agreements endorsed by the
Government. The CCD operates within the Government mechanisms and engages with a diverse range
of external stakeholders including other Government agencies, development partners, civil societies,
private sectors and local communities. The CCD aims to continually build on these relationships in an
effort to forge strategic alliances, which will enhance outcomes as an organization as well to accomplish
the climate change mandate of the Government.

Office of the Roving Ambassador

The role of the Office of the Roving Ambassador is to enhance and maintain diplomatic ties between
Fiji and the Pacific Island Countries of Polynesia and Micronesia as well as representation to the CROP
Agencies. RA’s office also progresses development co-operation between Fiji and the accredited
countries that have signed the MOU on Development Co-operation and exploring opportunities for
south-south and triangular co-operation. The core activities of the RA is to be deeply involved in the
proactive public diplomacy in raising awareness about Fiji's Roadmap and the new regional architecture
advanced through the PIDF and the PSIDS to the Pacific Island Countries and Territories.

Fiji Missions Overseas

Fiji has established nineteen diplomatic missions in all the five continents of the globe. Their core roles
and functions revolve around the following basic principles:

1. Represent Fiji in the host country;

2. Protect the interests of Fiji and Fijians in the Host Country;

3. Negotiate with the government of the host country;

4. Monitor and report on conditions and developments in the commercial, economic, cultural, and

scientific life of the host country;

5. Promote friendly relations between Fiji and the Host Country.
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development which will serve as a strong platform from which to launch a reinvigorated Fiji-Sino
economic relations to greater heights.

The Office is headed by Consul-General, Neumi Leweni and is assisted by staff of the Fiji Embassy in
Beijing. The opening of the new office is attributed to successful talks between President Nailatikau and
his Chinese counterpart H.E. Xi Jinping. Fiji and China have had bilateral relations for almost 40 years.

FIJI TO CHAIR/HOST COLOMBO PLAN 2016

The Ministry once again established Fiji's eminent position internationally when the Fiji Mission in New
Delhi successfully negotiated Fiji's bid to host the 45" Consultative Committee Meeting (CCM) to be
held in 2016. The 44™ CCM was held in Kathmandu, Nepal. During this year's meeting Fiji was once
again in the international spotlight after Fiji's Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs was appointed as
Deputy Chairperson of the 44" CCM.

Fiji became a member of the Colombo Plan in 1972. Fiji's position to host the eminent meeting was
further strengthened when the United States of America proposed Fiji's name to the twenty seven
member countries. Fiji's nomination was seconded by Fiji's Regional neighbor, Papua New Guinea.

MINISTRY’'S CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE SAFE RELEASE OF CAPTURED
PEACEKEEPERS (MINISTER’S VISIT TO QATAR)

Fiji was in the international media when 45 Fijian Soldiers serving as UNDOF Peacekeepers were

abducted by the Al Nusra Front who was serving as UNDOF Peacekeepers in Golan Heights. Fiji's
Permanent Mission to the United Nations — New York had meetings with the UN and other agencies to
set in procedures to seek the safe release of the nation’s soldiers.

Bilateral meetings were held with relevant Permanent Missions who showed strong support and
solidarity towards the Government of Fiji. Offers of assistance came from Syria, Israel, Qatar, Turkey,
Jordan, New Zealand, Australia, USA, Russia, UK and the Netherlands. During the crisis, the Mission
gathered intelligence and information from Member States from UNDOF and DSS.

Diplomatic efforts were also pursued by the Fiji Mission in Abu Dhabi and London. A delegation headed
by our Foreign Minister, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola visited Qatar, to seek the Qatari Government's
assistance in securing the release of the troops. Intensive discussions were held with Qatari Foreign
Minister. The soldiers were released after fruitful talks. The release of Fijian troops was due to diplomacy
in action. Fiji's High Commissioner to London, Solo Mara, travelled to the Middle East to receive the
troops upon their release.
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DIPLOMATIC TRAINING ON RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY

Four officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in November, travelled to Moscow to participate in a
special diplomatic course offered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

They were also accompanied by six officials from the Republic of Fiji Military Forces, the Fiji Police Force
and the Ministry of Defence, National Security and Immigration.

This is the first lot of civil servants from Fiji to participate in a course offered by the Russian Federation,
heralding the strengthening of relations between Fiji and the largest country of the world by land mass.

This was only possible after the successful talks between Minister Ratu Inoke Kubuabola and his Russian

counterpart Sergey Lavrov when they met in Moscow in June.

20™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY- FlJI DELIVERS
STATEMENT ACKNOWLEDGING ITS HISTORY IN UNCLOS

A special session of the Assembly of the International Seabed Authority (ISA) was held in Kingston,
Jamaica on July 27", to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of the International Seabed Authority.

Speaking on behalf of the Member States of the ISA's Asia-Pacific Group, Fiji's Ambassador Peter
Thomson to the United Nations said the Group paid tribute to the founders of UNCLOS and the ISA. He
said that since its founding in 1994, the ISA had made remarkable progress and had now issued 26
plans of work for the exploration of seabed resources in the global oceanic commons.

The Asia-Pacific Group recognizes peace, development and international cooperation as the theme of
our times, with marine governance part and parcel of the international order. Ambassador Thomson
said the Group expected the ISA and Member States to ensure the rights and interest of developing
countries in international seabed affairs.

Speaking later at the Special Session in his national capacity, Ambassador Thomson said that Fiji was
particularly proud that one of Fiji's most distinguished sons, Ambassador Satya Nandan, who had
played a key role in the creation of UNCLOS, went on to serve as the founding Secretary-General of ISA
from 1996 to 2008.

Ambassador Thomson reminded that 32 years ago, Fiji was the first State to ratify UNCLOS. He said that
at that time, Fiji had seen UNCLOS as a signal that a just and equitable oceans governance system
could be achieved for the benefit of all mankind. He said that Fiji had not been disappointed in the
ensuing decades.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA TOURISM STUDENTS ON FlJI GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIPS TO
STUDY AT FNU

The Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola, on February 3™

announced the arrival of 15 PNG students to pursue studies across a wide range of courses offered at
the Fiji National University's (FNU) School of  Tourism and Hospitality.

Minister Kubuabola said, “The Fiji Government scholarships awarded to the 15 PNG students was the
outcome of an initiative by Fiji's Prime Minister Bainimarama extended to PNG Prime Minister O’'Neil
during their respective visit to each other's country in late 2012 and early 2013

During the two Leader’s bilateral meeting, the PNG Tourism sector was identified as one of the priority
areas needing development and capacity building. Furthermore, the positive impact of this
development cooperation will contribute to the sustainable development of PNG tourism sector which
is expected to grow as a result of the resource boom Papua New Guinea is experiencing.

State efforts personally led by both Prime Ministers have resulted in ramped up collaboration between
the two large Pacific Island economies. Already trade and investment between the two countries under
the MSG Trade Agreement (MSGTA) is expanding but this is just a tiny proportion of the potential that
is still to be tapped.

FNU will be an instrumental player in accelerating the knowledge and solution transfer in this South-
South initiative. More importantly it is within the Melanesian framework of cooperation which aims to
strengthen our collective self-reliance and build our capacity according to our own unique needs.

2014 NAM SUMMIT- ALGIERS, ALGERIA

Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola represented Fiji at the
ministerial conference of Non Aligned Movement (NAM) in Algiers, Algeria in May.

During this meeting, Ratu Inoke delivered a statement on behalf of the Fijian Government, in which he
called on Member States of the Non Alignment Movement to collectively pursue a new international
order. He highlighted Fiji's Peacekeeping commitment and called on NAM member countries to
consider strengthening peacekeeping and peacebuilding. [Fiji's] pledge to global peace is manifested
through its steadfast commitment to UN peacekeeping and peace building efforts. It is a source of
great pride that for a nation of our size, we are able to make a meaningful contribution to the
international community.

Ratu Inoke pledged that Fiji would continue to play her part and advocate for peace in the troubled
regions of the world.
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Ministry of Business, Innovation and Industrial Relations. 30 Fijians would participate in the pilot phase
of the scheme in Hawke’s Bay beginning in 2015.

FIJI ELECTED TO PRESIDE OVER UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR 2014

Fiji's Permanent Representative to the United Nations His Excellency Peter Thomson was elected as the
President of the Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) for the
year 2014.

Fiji was chosen to chair one of the most important boards of the international system. This new
responsibility comes after Fiji successfully carried out its role as chair of the Group of 77 and China in
2013. The Executive Board consists of 36 UN Member States who sit on the Board for three year
periods. Fiji commenced its three-year term on the Board in 2013, and was endorsed by the Asia-Pacific
Group to be its candidate for the Presidency of the Board for the year 2014.

Minister Kubuabola highlighted that the work of the Executive Board in making policy decisions and
giving direction to the three agencies, UNDP, UNFPA and UNOPS, is fundamental to shaping the
developmental work that the UN carries out in developing countries. As such, he said, presiding over
the work of the Executive Board for 2014 will be a natural follow-on for Fiji from its 2013 role as Chair of
the Group of 77 and China, the primary role of which was advocating for the interests of developing
countries. Fiji's Presidency of the Board will seek to apply the knowledge gained from the G77
Chairmanship into operational action for the funds and programmes that the Board governs.

Fiji's takes its responsibilities in the international community as a matter of high priority.

FIJI AND THE UK SIGN AGREEMENT FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF DIPLOMATIC SPOUSES

Fiji and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on June 26™ agreed to mutually allow
spouses and dependents of diplomatic and consular mission staff to engage in gainful occupation.

This is after the UK High Commissioner to Fiji, His Excellency Roderick Drummond, and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation permanent secretary, Mr. Amena Yauvoli, signed an
agreement formalizing this milestone decision.

The agreement will facilitate the spouse and dependents to find meaningful employment and helps
address the immigration rules on work permits that had restricted them from working previously.
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Fijian Diaspora community are beginning to make within the wider British society. To date, the High
Commissioner has helped established a charitable NGO- Community Fiji-Britain, which is assisting the
British Army focused Fiji support Network in thin providing support to our nationals leaving the British
army in the current redundancy programme.

Output 5: Facilitation of Official Development Aid

FACILITATIONS FOR DONATIONS TO FIJI

During 2014, The Fiji Consulate in Sydney and the Fiji High Commission (Canberra) liaised and

participated with the Fijian Diaspora, Friends of Fiji and the business communities in relation to the

various charities and fund raising activities throughout NSW. One to one contacts were established for

in kind contributions. Some donor travelled to Fiji with their donations. Examples of these include:

¢ Donated Medical Equipment — Westmead Hospital (DrRaghwa Sharma) — Laboratory Equipment

e (Microtome, Embedding Station, Water Bath, Florescent Microscope)

e Donated Medical Items — Beecroft Rotary Club (Mr llyas Yaseen) — Hospital linen, bath chairs, ward
medicine cabinets

e Donated Medical Equipment — Carabez Alliance (Ms Bronwyn Carabez) - Hearing Aids/Table
Consoles)

e Donated Medical Items — Nipro Australia (Mr llyas Yaseen) — Medical Dialysers;
For the month of November, the following materials were earmarked for donation to Fiji:

e Donated Educational Resources — Love, Give, Share (South Pacific) (Ms Geri Rea) — Seven Pallets plus

e Donated Armchairs (2) for Dialysis — Ms Sue Nand

e Educational Resource Material — Mr Steven Jeremy (Men in Skirts Kayak Fundraiser)

The Fiji Missions in Australia will continue to work with willing charitable organisations, diaspora
community and shipping agencies to facilitate the passage of donated goods, alleviating poverty in Fiji.

NATOVI JETTY - USD $1 Million FEASIBILITY STUDY

Through advocacy and negotiations, the Fiji Embassy in Seoul has secured funding from the ROK
Government for the feasibility study of the proposed Natovi multipurpose Fishing port. Work is
expected to begin early 2015. The proposed Natovi Port is an attempt to put in place a concept similar
to that of fishing town of fisherman’s town which would provide key services such as ice plant, slipway,
maintenance and repair services, refueling stations and a fish market for both marine and aquaculture
systems and landing and offloading sites. In December, a team from the Korean Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries were in Fiji to have discussions and site visit for the proposed Natovi jetty project. The team
had meetings with the Ministry of Finance and Strategic Planning and also the Ministry of Fisheries
regarding the project as well as the discussions on a draft MOU for the project. The MOU will be
formalized in 2015 before the feasibility study is undertaken by the designated consulting company.
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UAE MISSION SECURES FUNDING FOR FEASIBILITY STUDY -SAVUSAVU WATER SUPPLY
& SEWERAGE TREATMENT

Kuwait Technical Assistance Savusavu Water Supply and Sewerage Project

The Kuwait Fund has approved a Technical Assistance in the amount of KD 150,000 to carry out the
preparation of a Techno-Economic Feasibility Study and Preliminary Engineering Design for Savusavu
Water Supply and Sewerages Systems Project. The studies will be undertaken by the qualified and
experienced International Consultants in association with a Kuwaiti and a Local consultant.

MISSION EFFORTS LANDS STATE OF THE ART CARDIAC AMBULANCE IN FUJI

Through the effort of the Fiji Embassy in UAE, the Ministry of Health & Medical Services will now be
able to further boost its health service delivery with the purchase of a new Cardiac Ambulance. This has
been made possible through a USD128, 000 grant received from the Turkish Government. This
Ambulance will be the first fully equipped cardiac ambulance for Fiji. This is no ordinary ambulance as
it will have all equipment’s in built including the machine for resuscitation.

The Ministry of Health & Medical Services is very grateful to the Turkish Government for this timely
grant and it has thanked the Embassy for initiating this grant proposal and promoting it aggressively
with the Turkey International Development Authority (TIKA).

EDUCATION/SCHOLARSHIPS/TRAININGS

Through its diplomatic missions abroad the Ministry continues to secure, scholarships, and training
opportunities for Fijians. The Fiji High Commission in Malaysia and the Ministry’s International
Cooperation division continues to facilitate training opportunities for civil servants under the Malaysian
Training Cooperation Programme and the Malaysian Defence program for Military personnel.

This year, the Fiji Mission in India managed to increase the number of scholarships for Fijians from 25 to
30 under the ICCR Scheme. The number of scholarships under this scheme will double after this was
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi when visiting Fiji in November. The Mission also managed
to secure 5 Scholarships from the Government of Sri Lanka for Fiji citizens to study at some of Sri
Lanka’s top universities.
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LIMA COP 20

Three officers of CCD, Director Dr. Mahendra Kumar, Manasa Katonivualiku and JoeteshnaZenos spent
two and a half weeks in Lima Peru to attend the Conference of the Parties (COP 20) negotiations. The
COP 20 meeting convened from the 1st-12th of December however pre-COP meetings like the Pacific
Preparatory meeting and the Pre —sessional meetings for Small Islands Developing States [SIDS] and
Group of G77 and China were held from November 26th-30th in Lima, Peru. A delegation of 15
government and non-government officials were part of Fiji's delegation to ensure that our interests
were protected and that we follow the progress of the negotiations.

Permanent Secretary Mr. Amena Yauvoli headed the delegation. CCD staff provided technical support
back here at the office during this two and a half week long negotiation.

At the negotiations, nations concluded by elaborating the elements of the new agreement, scheduled
to be agreed in Paris in late 2015, while also agreeing the ground rules on how all countries can submit
contributions to the new agreement during the first quarter of next year. These Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions (INDCs) will form the foundation for climate action post 2020 when the new
agreement is set to come into effect. During the two week 20th Conference of the Parties, countries
also made significant progress in elevating adaptation onto the same level as action to cut and curb
emissions.

47" GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY (GEF) COUNCIL MEETING

The 47" Meeting of GEF Council was held in Washington D.C from Oct. 27"-30". During this meeting,
Fiji's Ambassador to USA was elected as Co-Chair for the meeting. Fiji is also a member of the Selection
Review Committee (SRC) which appoints and monitors the performance of the GEF-CEO and the
Director of the Independent Evaluation Office. Since joining GEF, Fiji has received grants totaling
US$2,745575 that leveraged US$2,400,000 in co-financing for seven national projects. These include
three projects in biodiversity, two in climate change, one in multi focal area, and one in persistent
organic pollutants.

CHAIRMANSHIP ON THE FIRST COMMITTEE -2"° CYCLE OF IRENA/ ADFD FUNDING
PROJECT

On June 2™ Fiji's Ambassador to Abu Dhabi, UAE, Robin Nair, presented the outcomes of the two
meetings conducted by the First Secretary as Chairman of the First Committee on the 2™ Cycle of the
IRENA/ADFD Funding project. The Ambassador presented the outcomes within the margins of the 7%
IRENA Council Meeting. The First Committee consisted of Fiji as Chair, Sierra Leone as the other full
meme, while France and the Republic of South Africa were alternates.
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NATIONAL SUMMIT ON GREEN GROWTH FRAMEWORK FOR FUJI

The "National Summit on Green Growth Framework for Fiji” was held from 12" to 13" June, 2014 at the
Novotel Hotel, Lami, Suva. The theme for the Summit was "“Restoring the Balance in Development
that is Sustainable for Our Future”. The Summit brought together all national stakeholder groups,
regional and international stakeholder groups, regional and international development partners to
refine and seek consensus on the draft framework prior to its submission to cabinet for endorsement.

FIJI NATIONAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE

The Climate Change division and NDMO jointly hosted this meeting from August 19"-22". This was the
first forum in which both CC and DRM issues were discussed. The purpose of this platform is intended
to discuss, identify gaps and propose a way forward to strengthen disaster risk management and
climate change in the country. The platform is the springboard to strengthen disaster risk management
policy for the country and an opportunity to explore further the integration of DRM and Climate

change.
CABINET ENDORSES FJI'S SECOND NATIONAL COMMUNICATION (SNC) TO THE

UNFCCC

Fiji ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1993, and thus
became legally obligated to adopt and implement policies and measures to mitigate the effects of
climate change and to adapt to such changes. The Second National Communications (SNC) to the
UNFCCC follows and builds on the Initial National Communication (INC) submitted in 2005, and has
been prepared in fulfillment of Fiji's obligations to the UNFCCC under Articles 4 and 12. SNC follows the
UNFCCC guidelines and includes information on Fiji's Greenhouse Gas Inventory in 2004 because of the
unavailability of data for the year 2000. The document also includes measures to mitigate emissions
and adapt to climate change in key sectors. The SNC project was executed by the Climate Change Unit
under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, implemented by United Nations
Environment Program (UNEP) and funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF. This document was
endorsed by cabinet on July 29" and acknowledged by the UNFCCC on August 5™,

SOLARISATION AND RELOCATION FUNDS

The Climate Change Division secured funding of $1.4 million for the solarisation of selected islands in
Lau and schools in Yasawas and also for the relocation of Narikoso village in Kadavu and Waciwaci
School in Lau. Fiji successfully secured the funding for these projects under the ACSE programme.

FIJI / KOREA GREEN SYMPOSIUM

The first Fiji-Korea green symposium was held in early July, wherein stakeholders from both the private
and public sectors were in attendance for a day at the Holiday Inn. With the theme, “Symposium on
Exploring Korean Contributions to the Blue-Green Economy of the Pacific Region: Earth and Marine
Sciences & Business Opportunities, the symposium explored how the blue green economy (sustainable
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