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WEDNESDAY, 11TH JULY, 2018
The Parliament resumed at 9.32 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.
HONOURABLE SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer.
PRESENT
All Honourable Members were present.
MINUTES
HON. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT IN PARLIAMENT.- Madam Speaker, | move:

That the Minutes of the sitting of Parliament held on Tuesday, 10th July, 2018 as
previously circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed.

HON. A. SUDHAKAR.- Madam Speaker, | beg to second the motion.
Question put.
Motion agreed to.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome
I welcome all Honourable Members to today’s Parliament Sitting. I also welcome members of
the public joining us in the gallery and those watching proceedings on television, the internet and listening

on the radio. Thank you for taking interest in your Parliament.

Delay — Hansard Reports

For the information of Honourable Members, the Hansard Reports will be delayed due to the
prolonged sitting last night and these will be circulated once the Secretariat finalises the Reports.

Consideration of Bills

| had been advised that there will be no consideration of additional Bills today.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON THE 2018-2019 APPROPRIATION BILL 2018

HON. SPEAKER.- Parliament will now resolve into the Committee of Supply to resume the
debates on the Heads of the Budget Estimates.

In Committee:

Head No. 18 — Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- The floor is now open for any comments.
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HON. P. SINGH.- Madam Chairperson, Programme 1-1 (8) - Construction of Government
Stations in Vunidawa, Wainikoro, Kubulau and Wainua at a cost of $2.8 million; I believe this allocation
was there in last year’s Budget. What has been the progress of that, whether it is a rollover or it is a whole
capital project?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Yes, Madam Chairperson, concerning the Government
Stations, this is just a continuation of work undertaken previously. We have completed the station but of
course, staff needs to be accommodated.

For Kubulau Government Station, Madam Chairperson, the allocation is to complete the
construction of two duplex quarters. For Wainua Government station, it is to complete the construction
of an Assistant District Office to service the 24 villages and five tikinas in the rural Naitasiri, amounting
t0 $688,075. For VVunidawa Government Station, it is to complete the construction of a 1x4 concrete staff
quarters. For Wainikoro Government Station, funding is allocated to undertake civil works and, of
course, complete construction of a new Assistant District Office, to improve access to the Government
services in the rural areas of the Northern Division.

HON. P. SINGH.- So, Madam Chairperson, there are two allocations there; one is for
Government Stations and the other one is for staff quarters?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. As | have stated, for
example, in Kubulau, we have a 20 acre lease for the Government Station. The Honourable Minister for
Lands would agree with me as well as the Honourable Ratu Lalabalavu that the previous practice in
Government was that, Government Departments have their own leases in certain areas. For example, in
Wainikoro, Macuata, the Ministry of Health have their own lease; the Ministry of Agriculture has their
own lease; Police have their own lease and also the Post Office, they have their own lease. But what the
Ministry is doing now is having a lease for all Government agencies within, so that refers to the
Government Station.

For Kubulau, we have completed the DO’s Office and we need to have quarters for the driver and
the staff. Then the other Government agencies that are within the area: Ministry of Agriculture has to
move from Namalata into the current Government Station; Ministry of Fisheries also has to move from
Namalata into the Government Station and likewise for Ministry of Health. The Health Nursing Station
has to move from where they are currently sitting to the Government station, so this is the additional work
that comes. So Government Stations and of course quarters as well, in some instances, maybe under
Health or other agencies can have quarters for their....

HON. P. SINGH.- This would be the way forward for you when you try to consolidate all the
leases under Government lease.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Yes, the one in Namosi, it is a 20-acre lease as well, at
Dada, so we are bringing every Government station into one lease, which makes things easier for the
Ministry of Lands as the landlord for all Government agencies within an area.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Ratu Matanitobua?

HON. RATU S. MATANITOBUA.- Madam Chairperson, on SEG 6 - District Advisory
Counsellor Allowance. | asked this same question last year with the same amount, how many Advisory
Councillors are there altogether, to be paid from this SEG?

HON. LT. COL. 1.B.SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson, the amount remains the
same because in total, there are 302 Advisory Councillors in Fiji. We have 10 for the Eastern Division;
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141 for the Western Division; 82 for the Northern Division; and 69 for the Central Division. So in total,
we have 302 advisory councillors. Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Salote Radrodro. On the same issue - all right.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Madam Chairperson, there have been a lot of issues with
appointments of advisory councillors and this Government, | think, is deliberately playing with their
appointments. We are told that many of them who were advisory councillors were not told whether their
appointments will be revoked or not. They were revoked, they were not paid for about three months and
this is incorrect.

HON MEMBER.- (Inaudible)
HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- You are not the Minister, let him respond!

Of course, this Government does not believe in elections; the advisory or town council or local
government, but we want to know what process is there for the appointment of advisory councillors, why
they were not paid, when their contracts or appointments were terminated, and whether the process of
appointment was transparent? Also, whether there were some consultations with the communities who
these people are supposed to serve because there is no point in having those allocations when you do not
have a very transparent process of appointments and terminations and whether there were any
consultation with the communities?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. | am happy to clarify that
there is a process which is very transparent.

The appointment of advisory councillors has always been a very sensitive subject from the
beginning because most advisory councillors, as we all know, have got political affiliations as well and
that is why this has always been a very sensitive issue, but let me go back to the process.

The problem, Madam Chairperson, let me also say here that some advisory councillors think that
they are advisory councillors for life. That is wrong. It is not an entitlement, it is about service - service
to the community. In fact, it is a voluntary service. Government, like the rural nurses, the Turaga-ni-
Koros and the Mata-ni-Tikinas, recognise those services and now are rewarding them. So most of the
advisory councillors think that they are there for life, “Oh, | have been an advisory councillor for 10 years
so I am entitled for reappointment.”

Madam Chairperson, the process is, we advertise, they apply and then we do this vetting and
scrutinisation process. And I admit the fact that that was one of the reasons why there was a delay this
year in the appointment of advisory councillors because we have to check their police records as well.
Communities, we do not know what are behind the scenes. They call the Divisional Commissioner, they
call the Provincial Administrator and say, “No, this guy is not the guy, he does not visit us”, and that is
the problem that we face in the Ministry.

I admit the fact that there was a delay this year but right now, we are consulting with the Solicitor-
General because particularly for those who were reappointed, not the newly appointed because we have
no problems with those but for this year, the point of contention is when we process those who were
reappointed, some of them were still performing the role and we, of course, had some disasters in
between. We are clarifying that with the Commissioners. If the Commissioners do certify or give some
clarification, yes, we continue to engage them. This is why we are seeking legal advice. We can, we will
give them based on the advice that we will get. Right now, it is right before the Solicitor-General and |
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hope | will get an answer today about the re-appointments of those. The lapse is between September last
year to February this year, we are working on that, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. | am not Speaker, | am Chairperson. Just a comment
while we are considering membership of the Advisory Council, | trust that you will be gender-sensitive
in the appointment of Advisory Councillors, thank you.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Just one question, Madam Chairperson to the Honourable
Minister, before we finish this budget item, can the Honourable Minister assure this House that the
appointment of Advisory Councillors are not politically-motivated because we have a case, Madam
Chairperson, and the Honourable Minister can correct me on that, the person working in the FijiFirst
Office in Labasa was replaced as the Chairman of the Advisory Council in Macuata. We have been told
by the Advisory Councillors that some of them are going out and actually saying that they are working
for the FijiFirst Party and there was one Advisory Councillor who actually carries a card saying, “I am
FijiFirst.”

(Honourable Members interject)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- You wait, you are not the Minister!

(Honourable Member interjects)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- You are not the Minister!

(Honourable Member interjects)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Do not yell, I am seeking clarification from the Minister.

(Honourable Member interjects)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Order!

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- It is not an allegation, I have got evidence.

(Honourable Member interjects)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Order!

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- | have got evidence. Madam Chairperson, he is not the Minister.
My question is to the Minister.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- The objective of this particular session is too see the budget
through.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.-Madam Chairperson, it is related to the Budget because we are
allocating money.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Let me finish, it is either an increase, decrease or delete.
HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Madam Chairperson, we are allocating money for something that

we need clarification on and that is the clarification we need. If these councillors are appointed with the
political motivation, then that is wrong and that is what | want the Honourable Minister to clarify.
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- It is a process, you are talking about process that can be dealt with.
HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- It is part of the process.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- No, it is on budget. Thank you, any other comment on Programme
1-1?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Yes, Madam Chairperson, SEG 7 - Government Roadshow —
Remote Rural Locations ($200,000); the same amount last year.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- | cannot hear, Hon. Professor Biman Prasad, can | hear the
Honourable Member behind you, please?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Can we get an explanation on this amount as to why there is no
change? If there is a feedback, then we will decide whether to increase or decrease?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Minister?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. The allocation remains
the same based on the plans that the Ministry has with the Divisional Commissioners on the roadshows
that need to be conducted. Each of the Divisional Commissioners will indicate and of course they have
already planned for this and thus the request for this allocation.

We have just completed two lately; Moala in the Eastern Division and of course we have just had
the latest in Daria in Bua just last week. The amount is sufficient, and of course, | must also state that
because of the rural roadshow, most Government agencies that are participating are also factoring this in
some of their administrative cost, so that they can participate, because initially the bulk of the allocation
was with the Ministry when we started off this initiative, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Salote Radrodro.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. My issue too was on that same
issue. | would like to move a motion that that amount be increased particularly, I note that it is all in this
Programme, whereas if the Honourable Minister can explain why it is not factored into the different
Divisions? For example, the Eastern Division will need a lot more as compared to the other Divisions
because of the transportation costs. Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, | have just highlighted that the
Commissioners have already made submissions on their leave. We have just came back from Moala in
May and that was not reflected in the Commissioner Eastern but was already factored in the General
Administration. The Ministry knows how many roadshows they intend to conduct in a year and, of course,
the cost is sufficient, Madam Chairperson. The Eastern Division is factored into this as well.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Jiosefa Dulakiverata?

HON. J. DULAKIVERATA.- Madam Chairperson, SEG 7 - Refund of Revenue. This allocation
has been consistent for the last few years, if the Honourable Minister could clarify what is it for?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. | think I have explained
this earlier in the Budget Debate and in the Committee of Supply as well.



11th July, 2018 2018-2019 Appropriation Bill 2018 2243

In the absence of other Ministries, the Office of the Commissioners and the District Officers
perform the functions of Government and revenue collection is one. People will come and pay for
licences, people will come and pay for all the fees that are given by Government agencies. And in some
instances, before their licences or whatever are processed, they want to come and have their fees refunded
because they have decided otherwise and that is why that money is always there for those that have
withdrawn their applications, their fees need to be refunded. For example, we used to do a lot of works
for BDMO and fees for hawkers, so if one comes and wishes to withdraw his or Hawker’s Licence after
putting their application, we will have to provide the refund and that is why they always have that
allocation, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- We will move on to Programme 2-1 — Commissioner Central.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Madam Chairperson, still on the roadshows. I move a motion to
increase the allocation.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Can you fill the form and then you will speak on it after.
Programme 2-1?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Can | get a clarification on SEG 10 that appeared last year, in terms
of Capital Grants and Transfers that was for construction works at Wainua and Wainikoro? There was
an allocation of $350,000 and now there is no Capital Grants and Transfers for this year. So | need
information whether these constructions at Wainua and Wainikoro in the Tikina of Nadogo have been
completed?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, Wainikoro is again appearing under
Programme 1-1 (8), and | have already explained the work that has been earmarked for the financial year.
If Wainua is not appearing, then that tells us that the work has been completed.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Mikaele Leawere?

HON. M.R. LEAWERE.- Madam Chairperson, SEG 7, those two figures $30,000 for
Community Capacity Building and also $30,000 for Administrative Expenses, are those two items
related? Can we have some clarifications from the Honourable Minister?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, if they are budgeted separately, then
that tells us that they are for separate activities. Community capacity building, every now and then, the
Turaga ni Koro gets re-appointed, Mata ni Tikina gets reappointed and Advisory Councillors and they
need to be aware of the mechanisms of development.

We have Provincial Development Boards, District Development Boards and, of course, we need
to empower the communities as well. This is where that Community Capacity Building Allocation is
given. For administrative expenses, for obvious reasons, when we conduct meetings there are a lot of
additional costs added, like fuel. In the rural remote areas, we go by punt and that is why we always have
those administrative expenses to cover these.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson, just seeking clarification if the
Honourable Minister could identify the allocation that would look after requests under small projects?
Thank you, Madam Chairperson.
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HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, small projects are self-help. We will
probably come to that later on but small projects, whether it be social or economic, those are catered for
under Self-Help in the Rural Development Allocation.

HON. RATU S. MATANITOBUA.- Madam Chairperson, Programme 2-1 (4) - Upkeep of
Burial Ground. We have allocations in the Corrections Service, so can the Honourable Minister enlighten
the House on this?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, there are burial grounds that are not
looked after by the Town Council, and of course, not Corrections Service as well. There are community
burial grounds and this is looked after by the Ministry. There is one burial ground there in Seagaqa, just
opposite Seagaga Secondary School, so we look after that.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- SEG 10 - Project Preparatory Works ($200,000). We see that, that
appear all throughout the Programmes, and whether there is one allocation for all, or different activities
have this allocation of $200,000?

HON. LT. COL. 1.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson, you will see that
consistent with all the four Divisional Commissioners. The reason is, Madam Chairperson, as | have
alluded to, we have Provincial Development Boards now and we have Divisional Development Boards.
Those are the mechanisms that the Government has in place for Rural Development Projects.

It is the bottom-up approach and then from the Divisional Development Board, then it is brought
up to the National Committee that will then deliberate on the projects. But most of these, Madam
Chairperson, you would note that previously, and this is one of the reasons why some projects that were
budgeted for were then not implemented because it appeared in the Budget Estimates but the preparatory
works were not prepared. For example, one of the tikinas in Namosi wants a nursing station, the land has
to be surveyed.

We have to pay the Ministry of Lands to do the surveying and if Geotech needs to be done, then
we have to pay for all those services and even for the plan. That is the project preparatory works so that
when a project appears in the Budget Estimates, it is ready for implementation because all the scoping
and technical assessments have been done. That is why that allocation is provided, to help the
Commissioners. Once the Divisional Development Boards endorse, then the Commissioners will use
this money to start the process.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, any other comments?

HON. RATU. T.N. NIUMATAIWALU.- Clarifications on what sort of activities do we have on
this provision - Programme 2-1 (9) - Institutional Strengthening?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. This was introduced a
few years ago and this has been consistently appearing in the Budget as well.

This allocation was given to the Divisional Commissioners to help them upgrade their Offices
and, of course, get proper equipment as well that will help them. The Honourable Member would know
that in some areas in Macuata, there is no electricity. So the Commissioner himself has a generator always,
when we go to meetings we want to come with projectors so that we can do presentations.
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This Institutional Strengthening allocation is given for us to buy the necessary equipment and, of
course, upgrade the office and our facilities as well. You would know that in most rural communities, |
went to Vunidawa a few years back and all the leftover chairs from all the years and from every
Government Department is in the District Officer’s Office, where he has a small conference room. The
District Officer is the Head of Government within that small station, but he does not even have a nice
conference room, so this is why we have this institutional strengthening so that we can raise the standard
of service delivery in the rural areas.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Dr. Samisoni?

HON. DR. M.T. SAMISONI.- On the same issue, Madam Chairperson, I just want to know when
are you going to move over to solar because generators, the Prime Minister and President of COP23, of
course, we must use less to reduce your budget.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, Government through its Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) has made a commitment that we will reduce into renewables and that is
all part of our big plan. We, in the Ministry, particularly for most of the rural communities, we are looking
at bringing in solar and have generators as backup. We still need backups but solar, in fact, is coming in.

We have even gone into the extent now and the first two projects are about to be piloted now in
Koroipita and Yavusania where we have (I think that will be the first in the Pacific) what we call “hydro
panels.” It is not solar panel but hydro panels. It is just extracting air from the atmosphere and converting
that into water but it is simple panel. So, hopefully when these two succeed, we will take it to the outer
islands as well to solve the water problems that we have.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, we will move on to SEG 4.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- SEG 4: there is an increase in this Budget by $10,000, that means
the Spare Parts and Maintenance of $35,000. These are for vehicles, what is happening to the current
leasing arrangements of all the Government vehicles and why are we still having Spare Parts and
Maintenance?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, we, in the Ministry, have vehicles
given to us by our partners. India gave us Mahindra vehicles for disaster operations. So, this is why we
need this allocation. It is not part of the leasing arrangement, it is because our partners are helping us with
donations. This was after TC Winston and this is why we need to have this allocation, Madam
Chairperson.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- A clarification, Madam Chairperson, on the Board and the
Committee Expenses of $30,000, SEG 5 has been allocated throughout all these activities under that
means but specifically for Commissioner Central, board and committee expenses.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, at the Divisional Commissioner’s
Office we have Provincial Development Boards. The Central Division, Tailevu has its Development
Board, Naitasiri has its Provincial Development Board, and then we have the Divisional Development
Board. So, projects are raised, usually projects below $50,000 are discussed around provincial level.
Anything above $50,000 is then alleviated to the Divisional Development Boards and then when these
Boards have meetings, this allocation is there.

Most members of the Board at Divisional level are here in Suva. If there is a Board meeting in
Vanua Levu for the Northern Development Board, they fly over, Madam Chairperson. Of course, lunch
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and all the other expenses, the Ministry is responsible for those. That is why we have that allocation for
Provincial Development Boards and Divisional Development Boards.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Any other comments?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Yes, SEG 5: There is one small allocation for Volunteer Expenses
($750); what is that for?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. The National
Employment Centre (NEC), we use volunteers and we pay them allowances and NEC also gives them
some form of allowances.

Madam Chairperson, this is one very good Programme. A lot of young graduates are coming in
for work experience and most of them, in the end, apply for vacancies when vacancies do exist. So this
is a very good Programme and, of course, we assist a lot in this regard. Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Yes, if | can get some more clarifications as to what extent these
volunteers provide their service, and then | need to move a motion to increase?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, | am not sure if the Honourable
Member is familiar with NEC. The NEC facility was introduced by the Ministry of Employment and
Industrial Relations years back to occupy and develop our young graduates and, of course, school leavers,
while awaiting for permanent employment.

So, there is a Programme set by them and part of that Programme, Madam Chairperson, is for
them to have hands-on job experience, and that is, every agency of Government, even in the private sector
are given attachments and when they are on attachments, they are given allowances, not salaries.

So part of the allowance is provided by NEC and then the Ministries top up that allowance as
guided by the NEC. So the allocation that we have is just for our top-up as agreed to and, of course, we
will work on the number of NEC volunteers that we want. Of course, we utilise this system very well
and as | have said, in the end, most of these NEC volunteers are now clerical officers, some are even at
the Administration Officers level now, particularly the graduates, and they really perform well.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Considering the opportunities for our young people, whether that
current allocation is enough or whether there is a need for increase?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Yes, Madam Chairperson. We feel that is enough because
unfortunately, considering the Occupational Health and Safety Standards, we cannot crowd people and
we are not the only Ministry.

Mostly for graduates, Madam Chairperson, it depends on their field of study as well. Those who
do Sociology and Public Administration, or whatever, they pick the Ministry.

There are certain specific areas of study that choose the Ministry. Now I have also seen that there
has been some, particularly Science students who are interested in Meteorology Services and National
Disaster Management because of the packages offered by the Universities - FNU and the University of
Fiji. So, we are not the only agency and this allocation is sufficient for us, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Dr. Samisoni?
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HON. DR. M.T. SAMISONI.- Just a follow up. | was reading the Report on the NEC that we
are talking about and the recommendation there from the Auditor-General was that the management of
the money and resources are very weak and they are still working on that.

With all this allocation, having known that this black hole has been filled up, it is just a process,
Madam Chairperson, and there is no wastage and duplication. They were even worried about the
counsellor also who did not have a certificate in-file. How do you check these processes so that there is
no wastage, especially as has been recommended in the Auditor’s Report that, that is a very weak area -
the management of money and resources in the NEC?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- | am sorry, Madam Chairperson, NEC has a Programme
under the Ministry for Employment, but | am only responsible for the volunteers that come to my Ministry
and my small allocation, but we are happy to discuss that with the Ministry and, of course, give our
feedbacks to them as well.

The Deputy Secretary is the Chairman of NEC and he convenes meetings every now and then
where they get feedbacks from those who are employed as NEC volunteers.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We will move on to Programme 2 Activity 2. Do you
have any comments on this?

(Chorus of ‘Noes”)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- We will move on to Programme 2-3. Honourable Salote Radrodro?

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- On Programme 2-2, Madam Chairperson, this item appears in all the
activities. It is on the upkeep of burial grounds, and | note that they have differing amounts. Activity 1
has got $2,500, and | believe the Central Division has more burial grounds but then the Commissioner,
Western Division has $5,500; Northern Division has $10,000; and Eastern Division has $2,500.

| am just wondering if the Honourable Minister can explain the differing allocations according to
their different geographical locations, but why is Commissioner Central, having only $2,500 when there
seems to be a lot more burial grounds than the Western and Northern, in my view? Thank you, Madam
Chairperson.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, | have explained earlier that there are
burial grounds that are under the Town Councils, Corrections Service and those that fall out of those
locations, Madam Chairperson, that it looks after. It is obvious because who has more has more burial
grounds to look after. It is a simple logic, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Niko Nawaikula?

HON. N. NAWAIKULA.- We are in Programme 2?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Activity 3, SEG 7.

HON. N. NAWAIKULA.- Community Capacity Building; can | ask the Honourable Minister
whether this include Village Rural Housing, if not, where does the Village Rural Housing come in?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, the Housing allocation has shifted to
the new Ministry, but if there is a need for capacity-building, we know that as part of our Resilience



2248 2018-2019 Appropriation Bill 2018 11th July, 2018

Programme, we do community awareness on raising resilience level and, of course, you will see that
posters are in most of the villages now, at least the very basic level of safety and standards that they need
to include there in their houses.

But | think when it comes to the new Ministry as well, the Honourable Member would see that
there is allocation for the training of rural carpenters. That has started from last year but if anything to do
with any community capacity-building regarding housing, we tie that in with our disaster work, but this
allocation, as | have alluded to earlier, is mainly for the Turaga-ni-Koros, the Mata-ni-Tikinas and, of
course, the Project Committee Chairman, et cetera.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Any more comments on that?
(Chorus of ‘Noes’)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- We will move on to Programme 2-4.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Madam Chairperson, on OHS Expenses, | see that there are
different amounts for Divisions. Whether there is any clarification on why (because this will be related
to OHS), how do they scale that for that amount in the different divisions?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Again, Madam Chairperson, this is just based on the
number of people in the divisions and, of course, their locations. You will see that divisions with more
people have more allocations, and of course, there is an allocation, to add, the headquarters for that
purpose.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Programme 2-4.

HON. M.R. LEAWERE.- Madam Chairperson, SEG 5 on the Repatriation Funds. Is it to do with
transporting deceased persons to another area, or is it because people have their contracts expired, or
retired? Is this what this fund is all about and can | have some clarifications from the Honourable
Minister? Thank you.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, we have cartage of personal effects,
that is for those who are posted, and of course, repatriation is for those who perhaps, unfortunately, we
lost the District Officer Rotuma, he died in Kadavu, so we had to use that money in that circumstance,
and that is why we have the Repatriation Fund.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 3-1.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, | think the Honourable Radrodro
raised a question earlier on where do small projects come in. It is in Programme 3-1 (SEG 10) - Grant to
Self-Help Projects ($1.5 million). Those are for small projects.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

HON. RO T.V. KEPA.- Madam Chairperson, on SEG 8.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Community Access Roads, Footpaths and Footbridges.

HON. RO T.V. KEPA.- Could we have some clarification on that please, Honourable Minister?
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HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- What is the question?
HON. RO T.V. KEPA .- Clarifications on Community Access Roads.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. Most of the roads are
under FRA but these community access roads usually refers to farm roads and that is also an allocation
in agriculture for farming communities, and of course, there are some communities who need footpaths
and footbridges as well. This is just for easy access. We have just done a footbridge in Qoma Island,
which costs us $49,000, so this is where the allocation comes from.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Honourable Ratu Matanitobua.

HON. RATU S. MATANITOBUA .- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. The Honourable Minister,
there is no allocation on seawall.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, on seawalls, one, we have the
Ministry of Economy, whom we are liaising with. We have the Ministry of Waterways, they are also
working on that, but also, if we go back to yesterday, we discussed Head 14. We have the DRR (Disaster
Risk Reduction) and Climate Adaption allocation and that is where the seawall allocation comes from.
We are working now on Vunibau, in that area. We have Narikoso and another village in Kadavu, that
will be priority for that, that is under the Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Adaptation Funding, an
allocation of about $2 million in Head 14, but there is a big list. Let me assure every Member of this
Honourable House, Madam Chairperson, that we are also working very closely with the Ministry of
Economy. Well, we have the Climate Change Unit and of course, the Ministry of Waterways as well.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Aseri Radrodro.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson, on community access roads, is this
specifically for non-sugar farm roads?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Yes, Madam Chairperson.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- SEG 10; on the grant to self-help projects, is there any contribution
from the people to access this grant? You had wanted two-thirds provision in some other, and the second
one is how far they can ask for in terms of the amount of money for each project?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, yes, the communities contribute one-
third but on exceptional cases based on the recommendations made by the Commissioner, we look at the
socio-economic status of the communities, and in instances, the permanent secretary makes decisions that
we waive that contribution, particularly for women and the marginalised community, Madam
Chairperson.

We are pretty flexible on that but it is meant for small projects, but then when it comes to
Committee stage where they discuss this, they look at other allocations. For example, if it is agriculture
related then, depending on their allocation, there is the Rural Outer Island allocation in Agriculture (ROI),
we can shift that over to Agriculture. It is between the two permanent secretaries, so we do not really
want to put a limit to this, but let me say, Madam Chairperson, that in this allocation previously, and that
is why we have set separate allocation for Evacuation Centres.

When you want to build an Evacuation Centre which costs $100,000, bulk of the money is coming
out of this, but we do not want to deny the small projects in the communities, and that is why we have
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separated those allocations. It no longer comes under community self-help, but if it is a small one, maybe
just for rattle fitting, then it can.

But it is entirely dependent on the Committee and of course the liaison with the other agencies
who have allocations as well. Agriculture has got allocations on cottage industries. Sometimes women
apply under self-help, but then if we have exhausted the funding in here, we can pass that over to the
Ministry of Agriculture in the other programmes that they have because these projects are social and
economic projects as well.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Salote Radrodro.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson, and | thank the Honourable
Minister for his explanation. | would like to move a motion to increase that SEG by $2 million.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Please, fill in the form.
HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, Honourable Aseri Radrodro.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- The community access road, Madam Chairperson, SEG 8, can we
just get some clarifications from the Honourable Minister in terms of the accessibility and the criteria
used for those who wish to access this community access road, what certain criteria that could be used?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. On access roads,
individuals can put in their requests, also farming communities, even a village and settlements can put in
their requests. And requests submitted, Madam Chairperson, the Ministry then works with other
agencies, for example Agriculture. An Agricultural Officer then goes to survey, if it is a farming
community area, he or she makes an assessment of what is being planted in the area and the potentials.
So if we open up the roads, will there be a return on investment?

There is a process in place for communities to access this roading and many of those that are
using it now are dalo farmers and yaqona farmers but let me also assure this August House, Madam
Chairperson, that there is an allocation here in the Rural Development, there is an allocation in
Agriculture, and of course there is an allocation as well with the Fiji Roads Authority (FRA), I think it is
about $60 million. The Divisional Commissioners have quarterly meetings with FRA and if roads do not
fall under this allocation, then they will also make these fresh submissions to FRA when they have their
quarterly meetings, so this is how the process works.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We will now ....

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- SEG 7 - Emergency Water Supplies . We know that Water
Authority of Fiji has a budget for cartage ($6 million) this year. How does this allocation correlate with
that service from Water Authority of Fiji?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, Water Authority of Fiji is mainly
responsible for the reticulated areas, but rural development, as | have said is responsible for almost
everything and anything. So the remote rural areas is one, parts of Tailevu from Namara to Verata, they
do not even have proper water source, Madam Chairperson. This is where the allocation goes.

The Eastern Division, but you would note, Madam Chairperson, that it is getting better, firstly,
through the rainwater harvesting allocation with the Ministry of Infrastructure. Now, you go to Tobunigio
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Village in Tailevu, they were given about 20 water tanks last year. So it is getting better, secondly, because
there are other agencies, it is in the Constitution, we have to provide them with basic water, housing and
whatever.

So this allocation is to cover the areas that are not covered by Water Authority of Fiji, and of
course, we concentrate on the maritime areas, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- On that one, whether the service goes through Water Authority of
Fiji for cartage or you have your own provisions for cartage for a village or once the supply of emergency
water ....

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, there is also a rural water allocation
under Water Authority of Fiji. Let us make that clear to every Honourable Member of the House but this
allocation, Madam Chairperson, when it comes to requests, the Commissioners will first liaise with all
the stakeholders if it is outside the Water Authority area, then of course they will. But this is not mainly
about cartage only, Madam Chairperson, it is about the provision of water catchment and holding facilities
as well.

In worse cases, we also have prolonged dry spell, there will be a lot of cartage. When it comes
to the end of August, November, that is when the rainy season kicks in, if there is no allocation, then we
start buying tanks and whatever and continue to give to the communities as well. So the allocation is
flexible on that, Madam Chairperson.

Let me clarify, water carting with Water Authority of Fiji, they have an allocation of $6 million
for non-metered areas.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We will now consider these motions. Firstly, from the
Honourable Salote Radrodro, she is moving that Head 18 be increased by $2 million in Programme 3,
Activity 1, SEG 10, with respect to Grant to Self-Help Projects Do we have a seconder?

HON. OPPOSITION MEMBER.- | second the motion.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON:.- I will ask you to speak on the motion and when you speak on your
motion please also identify the source of your $2 million.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. | move this motion from the
perspective of poverty alleviation, bearing in mind that almost half of our population are in the rural and
maritime areas; and also it is to discourage the urban drift and to give some kind of assistance so that
people are encouraged to use their natural resources and stay back in our rural areas.

Also, Madam Chairperson, | move the motion from the perspective that when the latest Annual
Report from this Ministry was brought into Committee, their main recommendation was the insufficient
budgetary allocation that had been allocated to the Ministry.

Furthermore, Madam Chairperson, there were submissions from maritime areas, | believe it was
from Vanua Balavu. | also raised the issue towards the Honourable Minister for Fisheries in this House
on their request for small help projects in regards to provisions of boats and engines which they use
mainly for transportation purposes and also to uplift their livelihood.
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And the response from the Honourable Minister for Fisheries is that it belongs to this Ministry
and that is why, Madam Chairperson, | move that the allocation be increased to specifically address the
requests that have been submitted. According to the Ministry, they still have a long list of requests that
they could not attend to due to insufficient budgetary allocation. For example, those that had requested
for a boat and an engine, the request came in this year but they were not able to be looked at because they
were still trying to look at the backlogs from previous years.

On that line, Madam Chairperson, I am moving that the motion be considered, and as for the
budgetary provision, we can look at Head 50, maybe from the Honourable Prime Minister’s allocation
for his office, if this could be considered for this one. There is a $9 million and 1 am only requesting for
$2 million or $3 million that could go to this allocation.  Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, any other contributions to that?

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Chairperson, | remember that Ratu Mara once said
that if you want to keep the people of Vanua Balavu in Vanua Balavu, it is too late, as they are already in
Suva.

(Laughter)

But, Madam Chairperson, with the allocation, 91 projects have already been identified for the
year. We have 42 in the Central Division, 11 in the Eastern Division, 7 in the Northern Division and 31
in the Western Division. And again | give assurance that this is just a small allocation in the Ministry of
Rural Development but then with the Ministry of Agriculture we have cottage industries, the Ministry of
Fisheries have their own targets and the Ministry for Women have their own allocation but there are

sufficient funds around, Madam Chairperson and of course, | strongly feel that this is sufficient for our
communities for the financial year.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We will now vote on this motion that Head 18 be
increased by $2 million to come from the Prime Minister’s allocation in Programme 3, Activity 1, SEG
10 — with respect to Grant to Self-Help Projects.

Does anyone oppose the motion?

(Chorus of “‘Ayes’ and ‘Noes”)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- There being no opposition. All those that agree say ‘Ayes’.

HON. MEMBERS.- Aye.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- All those that disagree, say 'No’.

HON. MEMBERS.- "No’.

The ‘Noes’ have it.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We will move onto the next motion by Hon. Ratu
Kiniviliame Kiliraki to move that Head 18 be increased by $100,000 in Programme 1-Activity 1 SEG 7
with respect to Government Roadshow — Remote Rural Areas. Is there anyone in support? Do we have

a seconder?

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- I second it.
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. I will invite Ratu Kiniviliame Kiliraki to speak on his
motion and also identify the source of your $100,000.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. This is a small increase,
comparatively, it is about 50 percent of the amount there. It was the same amount last year, in terms of
service, probably some other remote areas and there are some, like the Central Division is more urbanised
than the Eastern Division, the islands in Vanua Levu.

One reason for the extension of this service is in terms of coverage. If the Commissioner thinks
that the current Programme is satisfactory for all, in terms of improving or adding more to whatever they
want to show to the public, so in terms of improving their road show, the quality of road show and the
extension of their extensive presentation of their show.

And the second one is the coverage to some areas that have no experience in road shows because
of their ability to come to the road shows that have been taking place in other remote areas. This is in
terms of those in the interior islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu and those in the Central Eastern
Division because of the geographical locations of the islands and all those issues, Madam Chairperson,

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Your source, please?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- I will give it to the Divisional Commissioners to vire from within
their current allocations, probably $10,000 from every SEG or $25,000 each. The idea is there, so we
will leave it to the Divisional Commissioners to increase that allocation.

(Honourable Member interjects)

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- By virement.

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- Virement, then you do not need to change the allocation.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Budget is before you. It is all in here. Government funds are all in
here.

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM .- Right.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- The motion is there, so if it is a priority then Government should
look for the money from the $4 billion Budget.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Parliament will now vote on Head 18 be increased by
$100,000 in Programme 1, Activity 1 SEG 7, with respect to Government Roadshow — Remote Rural
Locations. Does anyone oppose the motion?

(Chorus ‘Aye’ and ‘Noes’)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- There being opposition, we will vote.

Those in agreement say, “Aye’.

HON. MEMBERS.- "Aye’.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- And those who disagree say "No’.
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HON. MEMBERS.- 'No’.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- The ‘Noes’ have it.

Thank you. We will now vote on this Head. Parliament will now vote on Head 18. The question
is that the amount of Head 18 - Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development be approved, does any
Member oppose the motion?

(Chorus of ‘Ayes’ and ‘Noes”)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- There being opposition, we will vote.

All those in agreement say, ‘Aye’ and those oppose say ‘No’.

HON. MEMBERS.- ‘Aye’.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- The ‘Ayes’ have it.

Head 18 agreed to.

(Laughter)

Thank you. We will now adjourn for morning tea and we will return at 11 o’clock.

The Parliament adjourned at 10.39 a.m.



11th July, 2018 2018-2019 Appropriation Bill 2018 2255

The Parliament resumed at 11.00 a.m.

Head 19 — Republic of Fiji Military Forces

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Head 19 is now open for any comments. Programme 1-1.
Honourable Ratu Matanitobua?

HON. RATU S. MATANITOBUA.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. OnSEG 9 ...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- SEG 9.

HON. RATU S. MATANITOBUA - ... there are a number of Capital Purchases listed in the
Estimates. Can the Honourable Minister for Defence and National Security give us an update?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- We got so many allocations there, which in particular? We have
Communication Equipment, Purchase of IT Equipment, Purchase of Kitchen Equipment, et cetera?

HON. RATU S. MATANITOBUA.- All. Just an update from the Honourable Minister.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- All right. Honourable Minister?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- SEG 9, Madam Chairperson, on Communication Equipment;
Purchase of IT Equipment; Purchase of Kitchen Equipment and Specialised Medical Equipment.

On Communication Equipment ($500,000), same as the budget for this year. This funding caters
for the ongoing procurement of communication equipment for the RFMF that would improve operation
efficiency at all levels. These equipment, include HF technical mobile pack, HF telephone interconnect,
HF e-mail station, tApp handset package, headphone light weight, deployment solar panel, field station
computer, among others.

Madam Chairperson, on the Purchase of IT Equipment ($200,000); same as this year. This
purchase is for the procurement and upgrading of IT infrastructure for the whole of the RFMF. The
funding allocated will cater for that procurement and replacement of desktop computers, laptops and
installation of IT cable.

Allocation, Madam Chairperson, on the Purchase of Kitchen Equipment ($300,000); this is a new
project. The project involves the procurement and replacement of Mess kitchen equipment for eight
RFMF camps.

Specialised Medical Equipment ($300,000); same as this year. The funding is to be used for the
procurement of specialised medical equipment to equip the George Mate Medical Centre at Queen
Elizabeth Barracks (QEB) in Nabua. This specialised medical equipment include fuel, autoclave steriliser,
collapsible multipurpose hospital bed, et cetera.

Purchase of Backup Generators: Madam Chairperson, this is one of the allocations ($90,000) this
year.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Professor Biman Prasad?

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. Programme 1 Activity 1 SEG
8: can the Honourable Minister just clarify the $1 million allocated for the Black Rock Medical and
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Disaster Recovery Centre? | notice that last year it was $2 million, so you said the Centre was completed,
now it is known that it was not completed and you need another million or is it operational?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. The Black Rock
Peacekeeping and Humanitarian Assistance Disaster Relief (HADR) Regional Centre in Nadi is an
ongoing project, Madam Speaker. The total cost of the project would be about FJ$32 million, so this is
an ongoing project. Government is also looking for development partners to help. Australian
Government has pledged to pay $3.2 million for the Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) Warehouse, so this is an ongoing project.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Any more comments?
HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- It just says “Medical Centre” so it is separate?

HON. RATU |. KUBUABOLA.- Yes, Medical Centre is within that HADR, within the Black
Rock Peacekeeping and HADR Centre in Nadi.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Any more comments on that?

Honourable Members, | just want to remind you that all these allocations have been very carefully
considered by different Ministries. Even on the equipment, they have to have three quotations before they
actually put this money in here. It is not like just plucking figures out. They consider this based on their
experience of the past year and what their needs are for the following year.

So, please, just be mindful as these have been very, very carefully considered and the integrity of
the staff is at stake when they present their report because the Minister for Economy is very strict on these
allocations. Thank you.

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Madam Chairperson, just for those who are familiar with Black
Rock, as you enter the Centre immediately after the gate, this is where the Medical Centre will be located,
it is not just for the Military personnel but also for the neighbours - the surrounding people.

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- | am sorry, Madam Chairperson, just on what the Honourable
Minister said, for example, we have had the Koreans, they have been waiting to help us build the Health
Centre at VVotualevu but we have said, “No”. As the Honourable Minister highlighted, we will use the
Black Rock Facility because it is available to everyone, so we are also trying to get various aid that will
be directed towards that, so this will actually help defray some of the costs that are already built in here.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. We move onto ....
Honourable Aseri Radrodro.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- Madam Chairperson, just on that specific SEG 8, we know that there
is an increase of about $830,000 and there is a listing of projects that are listed there; Renovation of RFMF
Amenities and Office Buildings ($600,000); Black Rock Medical and Disaster Recovery Centre ($1
million); Upgrade of Sukunaivalu Barracks ($400,000); Construction of Magazine ($300,000);
Renovation of Armoury ($350,000); RFMF Quarters and Barracks ($500,000); Construction of
Warehouse in Vatuwaga; can we get an update on the ongoing projects that were there, specifically like
Black Rock? As previously mentioned, it was reduced from $2 million to $1 million and last year also,
it was labelled as “Integrated Peacekeeping Centre”, now it has changed to Medical and Disaster
Recovery Centre. So the increase in terms of $830,000, which specific projects does it relate to?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister.
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HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. Just back on that Black Rock,
the Centre is a Medical Centre. The Black Rock, it is called the Peacekeeping and HADR Regional
Centre. So this Medical Centre is just one part of that Regional Peacekeeping and HADR Centre. So if
you want me to, Madam Chairperson, | can go through the each allocation for SEG 8.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- I think if you want to go through this, it will take such a long time,
it is better if you identify exactly which of these allocations that you find that you want to reduce, et
cetera, so that he can clarify on that one allocation.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- The increase from $830,000, which specific project was it relating
to? Last year, it was $2.8 million, now, it is $3.6 million.

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Madam Chairperson, he has read correctly before, first of all,
the renovation, upgrading of RFMF infrastructure, amenities and office buildings that has increased from
$400,000 to $600,000.

This allocation caters for the upgrading and renovation of the existing RFMF office buildings,
infrastructure and amenities that have deteriorated and are in dire need for maintenance work. This
includes the Upgrade of Headquarters Building by $100,000, Pay Office and Human Resources
($175,000), Office and Conference Rooms ($150,000); Defects Liability Payment ($116,000); and so on;
and the Black Rock Medical and Disaster Recovery Centre ($1million), Upgrade of Sukunaivalu
Barracks, that has gone up by $130,000; the completion of the Construction of Magazine has gone down
by $50,000 from $400,000 to $350,000; Upgrade and Renovation of Armoury, gone up by $100,000
from $250,000 to $350,000; Upgrade and Renovation of RFMF Quarters and Barracks. This is a new
allocation of $500,000 and Construction of Warehouse in Vatuwaqga, also a new project of $500,000.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- We will move on to Programme 1, Activity 2, SEG 7. Any
comments?

HON. J. DULAKIVERATA.- Activity 1, SEG 7. There is an increase from last year to $1.4
million this year, Madam Chairperson. Can we have some clarifications as to which item has increased?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA .- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. This is regarding the Officers
Cadet Training, a new allocation of $634,940. In order to get absorbed into the Regular Force, Territorial
Force soldiers have to undergo an Officers Cadet Training which runs for approximately nine months.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Do you think this amount should be reduced or increased?

HON. J. DULAKIVERATA. - | just wanted to seek clarification, so is it enough or we can
increase it?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Madam Chairperson, this is enough.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 1, Activity 2, any comments?
(Chorus of ‘Noes”)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 1, Activity 3?

(Chorus of ‘Noes”)
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 1, Activity 4. Honourable Professor Biman Prasad?

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Just a quick question to the Honourable Minister on Programme
1, Activity 3, SEG 1 ($17.4 million) allocated for the salaries of established staff of 3FIR. Because this
is the largest component, can the Honourable Minister advise us on the number of Heads involved?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA .- | am sorry, Madam Chairperson, can | just ask the Honourable
Member to repeat the question?

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- | said that is the largest component ($17.4 million) - Salaries of
Established Staff, just on average, what is the number of Heads involved?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- The total number of Regular Soldiers right now is 3,295 and
the Territorial Force is 4,785; a total of 8,580.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Programme 1, Activity 4?

(Chorus of ‘Noes”)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 1, Activity 5

(Chorus of ‘Noes”)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Hon. Aseri Radrodro.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- The $1 million on SEG. 8.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- There is no SEG 8. Hon. Biman Prasad.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Just a general question on Programme 1, Activity 3.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- No, we are on Activity 5 now.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Dr. Mere T. Samisoni.

HON. DR. M.T. SAMISONI.- Head 19, Programme 1, Activity 5, SEG 5 - Search and Rescue
Expenses ($80,000): | wish to question the basis which this amount has been calculated and whether this
is sufficient or enough for the Military, even our land, sea and air space?

HON. MEMBER .- Read the next line.

HON. DR. M.T. SAMISONI.- Training - that is all it is, is it just training?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Any other comments? SEG 5?

HON. M.R. LEAWERE.- OHS Expenses, we know that is $9,000, but if you go back on Activity
4, there are differences in OHS Expenses ($20,000) and also Programme 1, Activity 3 ($10,000); and on
Activity 5, SEG 5, we have $9,000; the differences, can we have some clarifications, Madam

Chairperson?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA .- This is different, Madam Chairperson. This is for the Navy,
OHS Expenses, allocation for OHS safety drills and the procurement of OHS equipment ($9,000).
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Any other comments? Honourable Ratu Kiliraki?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- SEG 7: there is about $50,000 there for the Maritime Surveillance
Centre Operations in regards to the surveillance of our oceans, whether this amount is enough? Can I get
an explanation from the Honourable Minister, please?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Thank you, Madam Chairperson. The allocation is enough.
This is a new allocation ($50,000) for the operations of the newly upgraded Maritime Surveillance Centre
which was commissioned last year, 2017.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, any other comments? We will move on to Programme
1, Activity 6.

(Chorus of ‘Noes”)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 1, Activity 7?
(Chorus of ‘Noes”)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programme 1, Activity 8?
(Chorus of ‘Noes”)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Programmel, Activity 9?7
(Chorus of ‘Noes’)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Parliament will now vote on Head No. 19.
The Question is:
That the amount of Head No. 19 — Republic of Fiji Military Forces be approved.
Does any Member oppose the motion?
(Chorus of "Ayes’ and "Noes’)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- There seems to be a balance of voice there, and | will repeat.
(Chorus of ‘Ayes’)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- The ‘Ayes’ have it.
Head 19, Republic of Fiji Military Forces, agreed to.

Head 20 — Fiji Police Force

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- The floor is now open for any comments on Head No. 20,
Programme 1, Activity 1.

Honourable Professor Biman Prasad?
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HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Madam Chairperson. Programme 1-1 (8). There are allocations
under Requisition in this year’s budget for Upgrade and Replacement of Existing Living Quarters
($800,000); Construction of Nakasi Police Station ($5,000,000); Construction of a new Nadi Police
Station ($5,000,000). They were also in last year’s budget and we heard from Honourable Minister Inia
Seruiratu earlier that in his Ministry, he has allocations for project preparatory work. That means nothing
happened during last year’s budget and whether there was preparatory work, otherwise there is no point
allocating budget and nothing happens.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- My apology, Madam Chairperson, | did not get the question.
Can | just ask the Honourable Member to repeat the question?

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Honourable Minister, Programme 1-1 (8), | was just saying that
you had allocations for construction of police stations. Last year, the same allocations, again this year. |
am just wondering whether nothing happened in the last financial year. As Honourable Minister Inia
Seruiratu earlier said, in his Ministry, he had allocations for project to preparatory work which is a sensible
thing to do; to have preparation before the allocation is made so that the construction takes place. It
appears that nothing happened last year and the allocation is again there.

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA .- No, | do not think so, Madam Chairperson. The allocation for
this year, the engagement of consultant and preliminary works for those police stations this year.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- No, | think you had the same allocation last year. 1am just saying
that, it appears that nothing happened last year, so you have the same allocation for the construction.

HON. RATU |. KUBUABOLA .- Allocation for this year was ($100,000) and for the coming
years will be ($4,000,000) for the Nakasi Police Station and for Lautoka Police Station ($1,000,000) this
year and ($4,000,000) next year.

HON. PRO. B.C. PRASAD.- So the preparatory work have to be done this year?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.-Yes, yes.

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- Madam Chairperson, if the Honourable Member looks at SEG
8, we are now also trying to break things down even further. So if you see, for example in SEG 8, if it
says “preparatory works for major police station and police post ($500,000)”, so now we are trying to
fine tune it. Yes, previously we had allocations and sometimes a lot of it would include the preparatory
work, we put it down as construction now, we are fine tuning it.

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Thank you.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Nawaikula?

HON. N. NAWAIKULA.- Programme 1-1 — Established Staff. There is a big change there.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- SEG, please?

HON. N. NAWAIKULA. .- SEG 1 - $42 million estimated, last time it was $23 million. There is

a difference of $19 million, so there is a big increase in established staff, could you clarify that - the reason
for the increase?



11th July, 2018 2018-2019 Appropriation Bill 2018 2261

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Madam Chairperson, 712 is the current personnel and this will
be increased by another 621.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you. Any other comments?

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- Just to add to the Department’s regularisation of the Special
Constables, now they get full time into the Force.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- SEG 7.

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- Women in Policing ($20,000). Is there anything to do with gender
issue or kindly need an explanation for that small amount of $20,000?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister.

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- SEG 7. Can I just ask the Honourable Member to ask the
question again? Which allocation is this?

HON. RATU K. KILIRAKI.- The Women in Policing — SEG 7 ($20,000); whether anything
special with the women in terms of their policing, or whether it needs an increase or decrease?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister.

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Madam Chairperson, | do not have that answer right now but |
can give it to the Honourable Member later on, on that $20,000 allocation for Women in Policing.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Thank you, we move on to Programme 1, Activity 2.

HON. S.D. KARAVAKI.- Can | ask one question or just a clarification on SEG 7. You have an
item there, General Election Expenses, which is $2 million, whether this is all that the Police would
require for its participation in the Elections, or are there any other component that will be provided by
the Elections Office?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister?

HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA .- This allocation, Madam Chairperson, is enough. The operation
will be conducted in three phases; pre-election, Election day and post-election; a total of 4,196 officers
will be engaged in the Elections operation duty, providing security and maintaining law and order.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Aseri Radrodro.

HON. A.M. RADRODRO.- SEG 9, Madam Chairperson. Can we get a clarification in terms of
the upgrade of criminal records information system database? This will be an ongoing process. This
allocation will complete this process or will it continue in the next fiscal year?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON.- Honourable Minister?
HON. RATU I. KUBUABOLA.- Madam Chairperson, this is an increase from $180,000. The

funding will be provided for the purchase and upgrade of IT infrastructure and criminal records system
which is now an ongo