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The Chairman

Standing Committee on Public Accounts
Government Buildings

SUVA

Dear Sir,

Re: MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE: CLARIFICATION OF ISSUES

[ refer to your letter ref: Parl 3-1 dated 25 April 2017 in which the Ministry of Agriculture
was requested to provide responses to issues raised in the 2014 and 2015 Auditor General’s
Report. Our comments on the issues raised by the Office of the Auditor General are as
follows:

Office of The Auditor General Report on Economic and Infrastructure Sector (volume 4)
for the year 2014

29.6 Dredging of Rivers

Dredging of the rivers is undertaken by cutter suction dredgers. The major factor that
influences the unit cost per cubic meter is the soil characteristics which comprises mainly of
silt, sand and gravel. The finer the material the lower its density, the greater the proportion
of sand and gravel the more it will cost to move due to its density.

Prior to the dredging work soil samples are taken and tested at soil laboratories. This is
provided to the company to access the nature of the material to be dredged and formulate

the unit cost per cubic meter.

An example is the Ba River Dredging works which documents the assessment for the unit
cost increase by China Railway First Group due to increase in the gravel fraction of the
material. The rate provided was $11.18 VEP compared to the Divisions calculated price of
$11.23 VEP.

The recommendation of the audit to closely monitor the cost of dredging works, and any
increase in the unit rate to be properly documented and justified is noted.

The audit comment for a proper and structured approach for the management sediments is
supported. The material comes under the responsibility of the Ministry of Lands once it is
stored on land sites. The Ministry of Agriculture has no legal rights for its commercial sale.
Better coordination is required with both ministries to maximize the potential revenue from

the sand material.



The storage of the sand material on the land is obtained through consent agreements with
the land owner, tenants and leases. Where there are requests to use the sand material for
community and rural development works, this is supported in line with the Rural
Development Framework Policy. .\

29.7 Land Resettlement Estates

The Ministry has over the years undertaken numerous reviews of the programs according
to the policies of governments with its recent actions includes;

e Drawing up a Report with recommendations for sustainability of the program
cannot be attained as policy priority of the Ministry on resettlement of farmers
diminishes. This follows the transfer of the Farming Assistance Scheme (FAS) in 2010
with Land Resettlement as part of the Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development
and National Disaster Management (MRMDNDM).

Cabinet paper submission to the Committee for the Better Utilization of Land
(CBUL) recommended alternative options including amending the existing criteria
provisions. Included in the Ministry’s recommendations is the opening up of
Resettlement Estate of Navovo in Sigatoka (Native I Taukei Land) into the market.
This was done for Vunicibicibi and Navudi Estates in Macauta which were Crown
Estate lands. This is for the purpose of effective use of the program for successful
completion.

o The Ministry has put in place measures to stream line its record keeping. The several
relocations and transfers of the Units has resulted in its records not been managed
properly over the years. The comment by the Auditor General’s report is noted and
systems have been reviewed for safekeeping of records. The Land Resettlement
Program has been transferred to the Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development
and National Disaster Management.

Further Comments

e Asof 2010 the Farming Assistance Scheme (FAS) with Land Resettlement was transferred as
part of the Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and National Disaster

Management (MRMDN DM).

29.8 Dairy Farm Inspections

The draft Standard Operating Procedure has been developed to maintain complete dairy
inspection records for tracking off inspections.

Request has been submitted to share resources to allow dairy inspections to be conducted
and tracked effectively.



Further Comments

Standard Ope:ation Procedure is attached as Appendix 1
Sharing of resources includes sharing vehicles with Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication Campaign.

.

29.9 Unutilized Agro inputs at the Lakena Stations

The delay in the dispatch of stock from Lakena stores was due to the chemical spillage from
the FAO consignment for disaster rehabilitation program. No Ministry staff was covered or
has the experience to handle chemical spillage and therefore, the movement of staff to the
stores was restricted for OHS reasons.

Movement into and out of area resumes after long negotiation between the supplier [a New
Zealand Company], the financer FAO Samoa and the Ministry in getting the two parties be
responsible for the cleaning of the stores and the repacking of the chemical with proper
labeling. This has taken sometime and contributed to the delay in the supply of other
projects agro inputs

Currently, the stocks at Lakena are moving with procedural process closely monitored to
the relevant receiver. The remaining items pending for delivery is the vanilla material for
Beqa. Since no storage facility is available in Beqa, we would prefer the items be stored
safely in Lakena until the farmer has solved his personal issues and ready for the
constructior. This is some of the risk that is beyond our control and unavoidable at times
after all procedures followed in project identification.

A Board of Survey and updating of inventory will be done by 07/10/15.

29.10 Expired Drugs at the Veterinary Drugs Store

Request for the immediate BOS to be undertaken all throughout the Divisional Drug stores.
The recommended schedule indicates that the BOS exercise in respect of expired drugs at
Vatuwaga shall be completed by 23/11 /15 which shall consequently lead to its disposal.

The exercise identified above reflects and include expired drugs from each Divisional
stations. These drugs are transferred to Vatuwaqa as the Headquarters for the Animal
Health and Production Division following which disposal shall be at the discretion of the
Ministry of Agriculture Veterinary Officer. The request for BOS further recommends the
engagement of Veterinary Officer in Vatuwaga to decide on the immediate disposal of the
expired drugs at hand.

For increased public awareness of veterinary services fees and charges are displayed on the
Notice Board for the members of the public’s information.

Further Comments

The Ministry has secured a member of the Board of Survey from Fiji Pharmaceutical Services (FPS)
including a Veterinary Officer and is currently in the process of conducting the Board of Survey
which is scheduled to be concluded by 24 of June 2017. (Appendix 2).



20.11.1 Anomalies noted in the Trading and Manufacturing Account

Further Comments

The ministry in its effort to address this issue has sought the assistance of the Ministry of Economy
(MoE) and has been working closely with the Asset Management Unit (MoE) since 2015 in trying
to clear the anomalies highlighted (Appendix 3).

Further to this, the ministry has now appointed an Assistant Accounts Officer to look after the TMA
and is based at the Accounts Section of the Ministry.

The ministry is now updating its records in order to provide evidence to substantiate accounts and
balances for its Trading & Manufacturing Accounts.

Independent members have been included in the annual stock stake conducted, for the 2015 financial
year including an officer from the Ministry of Economy as an independent member. In the 2016
financial year the Auditor General’s Office was included as an independent member.

29.11.2 Discrepancies in TMA Cash at Bank Reconciliation

Further Comments

The variances between the cash at bank balance and FMIS General Ledger balance is basically the
unsubstantiated figures from previous years, which was the result of misposting and inter funding
between fund 1(Normal Budget) and fund 4 (Trading and Manufacturing Account)

The Ministry had reconciled the TMA Account in 2015 going back to 2010 and as a result had
requested for write-off of $255,813 in 2015 which was approved in the same year (Appendix 4).

The TMA balance under allocation 4-30351-30999-540301 was $7877, from this total amount,
$5971.55 was posted in 2013 being Post Masters pay -in for Taveuni during the 2013 financial year
and the other balance ( $1905.45) was lodged by the Taveuni Agricultural Office to BSP CFA bank
account in 2014 financial year. The officer concerned was advised not to deposit TMA revenue to
BSP account but to lodge revenue pay -in to Post Fiji.

The Ministry is currently working with the Ministry of Economy Assets Management Team in
trying to rectify the balance ($7877) and to be cleared by the end of 2016/2017 financial year. An
Assistant Accounts Officer is now in charge of carrying out bank reconciliation for TMA and is
based at the Headquarters Accounts Section.

29.12 LWRM Trust Fund Account

Further Comments

Audit comment is noted. The variance highlighted by the Audit is the result of inter funding from
previous years and this took some time to be detected because of no proper reconciliation done in
previous years.



We have requested the Ministry of Economy FMIS Division to assist us in reconciling this
account and we have rectified the anomalies in the 2016 financial year.

29.13 Management of Fixed Assets

The comment is noted. The Ministry has created its own database to record assets )
under its custody. Fixed Assets Register has not been fully established since plans to
conjointly fund the exercise with the Ministry of Finance has to be finalized for it to
be carried out and implemented. Coding of assets will be carried out once the FAR is
completed.

Further Comments

The Fixed Asset Register is in place as a result of consultations done with the Ministry of
Economy Asset Division. The Ministry is updating its records in order to cover all the assets
in the stations around Fiji. Apart from the detailed requirements stated (description, cost of
fair value, date of acquisition/ where known, make, model, and identification number,
location) the Ministry has included all other requirements included in the Fixed Asset
Register. We have started to implement Asset Coding for the Ministry (Appendix 5).

29.14 Variance in Drawings Account Balance - Operating Account

Further Comments

The Ministry has been working with the Ministry of Economy (FMIS Division) in the
reconciliation of the Drawings Account which resulted in the variance being resolved. The
necessary on the job trainings have been conducted to relevant officers involved in the
reconciliation of accounts (Appendix 6).

29.15 TMA Warehouse - Commercial Undertaking Livestock

An immediate internal investigation has been recommended to the Acting
Permanent Secretary for Agriculture to determine malpractices and the possibility of
fraudulent activities. The investigation is also recommended to draw conclusion of
the scope of malpractice that has occurred in the TMA warehouse.

Result of the Investigation will be on the basis of improving inventory management.

Further Comments

Due to similarities in the issues raised for both internal and external audit reports, the
Ministry had completed the investigation for the internal audit issues. It is going to use the
result of the initial investigation as a basis for further investigation to the external audit
1ssues.



29.16 Motor Vehicle Accidents

The comment is noted, the Ministry has kept records of vehicle accidents in the Motor
Vehicle Accident Register however recommended inclusion of critical to be undertaken will

be strictly followed. )

Further Comments

The Ministry has a Motor Vehicle Accident Register where reports of vehicle accident cases are
vecorded with their related details. Other relevant details recommended will also be included as part

of information in the Register.
The Ministry now maintains proper vehicle accident records. (Appendix 7)

29,17 Leave Management

Ministry of Agriculture Circular Memorandum No. 4/2015 has emphasized the maximum
number of leave days that can be carried over to the next leave year as per General Orders
705. Officers are aware of this and have taken action in utilization their annual leave
entitlements that are due. Offices of retirements are released to take their pre-retirement
leave except for scarce skilled officers where leave is compensated and be re-engaged.

Further Comments

In addition to the Circular Memorandum No/ 4/2015, another Circular No. 07/2016 (Appendix 8)
was also issued on effective leave administration. Tabulated below is the status of leave record for
officers mentioned in the Audit Report. The comparison is between the 2014 leave days and leave

days as at 5/5/17.

FI.!IU'! STATUS AS AT 5/5/7
NAME EDP NUMBER 2014 Leawe | LEAVE _ VEAR | A\L BALANCE AS | EXCESSAWL |
Record (Audit) | ENDING AT ‘
05\05\17
TOMASI TUNABUNA 47432 62 v2 days 03\06\17 8.75 NIL
| DR BORIA 92026 43 days 2917 33 2 7
ROHIT LAL 63381 66 V2 days 27\06\17 10 NIL 4-1
ANARE LEWENIQILA 62710 77 days 03\058 43 2 g2
AKUILAK 64281 46 days 1ouoN7 2 NI
SIMIONE BURE 64575 435 days 20\018 21 - NIL
VIMLESH CHAND 94536 41 doys 107 20 NIL
RANITA DEVI 92441 44 days ofone 3 3 1
L . B




ASHOK KUMAR 60665 46.5 days [ oowizvi7 15 NIL

NEMESIO EOILA 63217 63 days o3\2\7 2 NIL 1
TOKASA SENIKURACIRI 48847 46 days 19\04\18 32 1

VILIMAINA 58545 RESIGNED |,
CIVANAVONOVONOC

LANIETA LEWENIQILA 63434 69 days 3Nos\7 15 NIL
UMENDRA PRATAP 92280 48 days 147 24 NIL

MANOA IRANACOLAIVALU 62227 54 days 1010418 52 21

LORIMA RATUBOLA 92433 515 2M2u7 34 3

29.18 Non-submission of Acquittal Reports and Audited Accounts

No comments provided by the Ministry

Further Comments

The comment is noted. The Ministry now ensures that acquittals are provided before funds are
roleased. This is done through verification of Request to Incur Expenditure (RIE) (Appendix 9).

29.19 Missing Payment Vouchers

Audit comment is noted. The Ministry has now put in place a system whereby the Principal
Accounts Officer has the authority to allow officers to enter the strong room and access t0

the required information.

Office of The Auditor General Report on Economic and Infrastructure Sector (volume 4)
for the year 2015

30.6 Anomalies noted in the Trading and Manufacturing Account

The Audit comment is noted.

The Ministry is now updating its records in order to provide evidence to substantiate
accounts and balances for its Trading & Manufacturing Accounts.

In an effort to ensure that proper records are maintained and reconciliation is updated, we
have now appointed an Assistant Accounts officer to look after the Trading and

Manufacturing Account.

For the amount of $22,113 that is highlighted in the report, is the difference between the
VAT chargers for provision of goods and service and VAT chargers on revenue. We are
working closely with that Asset Management Unit, Ministry of Economy in trying to clear

this amount be end of 2016/2017 financial year.






Appendix 1

STANDARD OPERATION PROCEDURE

Dairy Farm Inspection

The Regulatory Team of the Animal Health and Production will be the enforcing agency and

all applications are based on the above Act.

1. All registration of dairies will be renewed on annual basis in January after
inspectors are satisfied with the requirements

2. Inspection will be carried out by the Dairy Inspector (DI) together with Locality
Livestock Officers (LLO)

3. The Inspectors will be following the Inspection guideline in the “Dairies Act™

4. They (DI, LLO, Farmer) will discuss thoroughly details all defaults that will be
required to be attended to

5. The inspector will provide the farmers a written ‘Action List’ for alt necessary
requirements for remedial action and a time frame for the work to be completed

6. The LLO will be also given a copy of the ‘Action List'

7. The LLO will follow up on the farmer during the required time

8. A follow up visit on the required date will be done and if the remedial action is
done, further assessment will be done and if the DI based on his/her assessment
that the farmer is not able to complete may proceed with the non-renewal of the
‘Registration’ or extend the period for review

9. The Registration will only be renewed after all requirements are met

10. All reports of inspection are to be kept at the DI's office for trace backs and
follow-ups

11. The DI provides Quarterly Reports through the Animal Health & Production
Division

12. All Farmers copies of the ‘Notices” ‘Warnings' and updates are kept in their

‘Individual Files at DI's office
13. All updates of Dairy Inspection are kept at the DI's office
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FW: Principla Pharmacist Selection Panelist ol

Appendix 2

FW: Principla Pharmacist Selection Panelist

Alitiana Mua
Sent: Monday, 8 May 2017 3:59 p.m.
To: Sitiveni Tuitubou

From: Alitiana Mua

Sent: Monday, 8 May 2017 11:00 AM

To: Mereseini Bou; Sikeli N. Baleisuva

Cc: ttunabuna@yahoo.com; Rohini L. Kumar; Alvin Prasad
Subject: FW: Principla Pharmacist Selection Panelist

Good morning,

The acting Principal Pharmacist has agreed to be part of the BOS team as indicated below.
We may just need to give a schedule that is favourable to all team members including their appointment letters and
all other associated costs to enable this exercise to take place.

Liti

From: Veronika R. Rausuvanua

Sent: Monday, 8 May 2017 10:55 AM

To: Apolosi Vosanibola; Alitiana Mua

Cc: Emi R. Lewatoro; Ilisabeta M. Pesamino
Subject: RE: Principla Pharmacist Selection Panelist

Thanks, noted A/DFPBS
Acting Principal Pharmacist, Emi. Lewatoro has agreed to be part of BOS team.

From: Apolosi Vosanibola

Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 10:00 AM

To: Alitiana Mua

Cc: Veronika R. Rausuvanua

Subject: RE: Principla Pharmacist Selection Panelist

Vero,
Can you request the MRA team for a nomination please to Min of Agriculture please

Vinaka
AV

From: Alitiana Mua

Sent: Monday, May 8, 2017 9:57 AM

To: Apolosi Vosanibola

Subject: FW: Principla Pharmacist Selection Panelist

Good morning Chief Pharmacist Sir,

This serves to request for your assistance in the Boarding of expired drugs kept in the Ministry of Agriculture’s Animal Health & Production
Division.

We would be grateful if you would kindly give us an indication of the possibility of having one of your pharmacist be a member of the Ministry’s
board of survey team for these expired drugs.

Liti

hrtps:/fwebmail.gov.fj/owa/?ae=1tem&FIPM.Note&id:RgAAAABﬁéVPstGRrMHOqu... 5/8/2017
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__MINIS TRY OF AGRICUL 1 ukt

Ministry of Agriculture Phone: (1378) 338 3155 / 338 4233
Robinson Complex Fax: (679) 338 5234
Private Mail Bag, Helpdesk: [679) 338 3583
Raiwaga, Email: agrihelp@gounet gov ]
Suva, Website www agriculture.org fj
Republic of the Fiji Islends Facebook: Department Of Agriculture Fiji
-

Memorand im

From Acting P -rmanent Secretary for Agriculture

To 2 Permane it Secretary for Finance

File Ref.: 33/1

Date : 23" Apri 2015

Subject: HEQU’:‘.ES_:} FOR ASSISTANCE TO REVIEW TMA OPERATIONS

Attention: Sernesa ivia: au

The Trading anicl Manu: acturing Account (TMA) has been under spotlight from the Office of
the Auditor General an/' the Public Accounts Committee.

As a result of the abov= the Ministry seeks the assistance from your office on the above
subject to enable the Ministry to have unqualified Audit Reports in the coming years.

Some of the areas of concern are as follows:
Monthly Reconciliation
Reporting Struct ire
Current fees anc chargers
The need for TiviA in the Ministry

The Ministry will fund ti e costs of meals, travel and accommodation for the TMA review.

Thanking you in anticip: rion of the above

Pramendra Mair
for Acting Permanen: S .cretary for Agriculture







Sikeli N. Baleisuva

Appendix 4

e — i
From: Irimaia V. K. Rokosawa
Sent: Wednesday, 1 June 2016 2:57 p.m.
To: FMIS - Accounting Heads; FMIS - Users
Cc: FMIS / FMR - Staff- ; )
Subject: Write Off :

Bula Colleagues

Please kindly note that the Honorable Minister for Finance has approved the 2015 Write Off. Kindly note this will
change your closing GL balance for 2015 balance sheet, only for those allocations that were submitted for write off.

Kindly note that FMIS can email the listing of your allocations that will be written off today.

Please kindly request the listing for your Ministry to verify your allocation.

Vinaka

A/D FMIS

This email is intended only for the use of the addressee. It may contain confidential or legally privileged
information. If you are not intended recipient, please note that any use or dissemination of this
communication is prohibited and no confidentiality rights are hereby waived. The contents of this email.
unless expressly stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the MINISTRY OF
FINANCE OR THE GOVERNMENT OF Fl1JI.



arnal Inquiry By Account - Detail - Print Page 1 of |

" Acct [4-30351-30999-540201 | Type Status [A
Desc |TMA DOMINION CASH WBC SUVA Fiscal set [a] vear  [2015]
Currency E}Eij Curn type Eﬁ DR/CR Ccde [j More Eﬂ
View totals [N] (Y or N) Net change 1,062,051.42-
Per/Yr Journal Amount JOURNAL DESCRIPTION
12/2015][aR9392 786.90 ||PAYMENT JOURNAL
12/2015|[AR9411 280.95 |[PAYMENT JOURNAL
12/2015|[AR9413 809.50 |[PAYMENT JOURNAL
12/2015|[aR9415 249,95 |[PAYMENT JOURNAL
12/2015|[AR9427 218.40 |[PAYMENT JOURNAL
12/2015|[aAR9432 319.85 ||PAYMENT JOURNAL
12/2015|[worF15 255,813.11-|[WRITE OFF AS PER MF APPROVAL

0
0
0
0
0

[Last page for period 14 display (G67123)

Tuesday, May 8, 2017

http://fmissuva2k3bl03:8080/INFORFM _1/Session.jsp:jsessionid=C83F6B1FEOOEBO. . 9/05/2017



MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
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Ministry of Agriculture Phone: (679) 338 3155 / 338 4233
Robinson Complex Fax: [679) 338 5234
Private Mail Bag, Helpdesk: (678) 338 3583
Raiwaqa, Email: agrihelp@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Website: www.agriculture.org.f]
Republic of the Fiji Islands. Facebook: Departrment Of Agriculture Fiji

From : Permanent Secretary for Agriculture

To @ Permanent Secretary for Finance

File Ref.:  33/1

Date : 10/12/2015

Subject: REQUEST FOR WRITE-OFF - DOMINION CASH TMA
ACCOUNT PREVIOUS YEAR BALANCES

The TMA account for the Ministry has not been reconciled properly over the
previous years due to unsubstantiated amount and some of the reason of this
are:

e Misposting of allocations
» Reconciliation not carried out in a timely and correct manner
e AP process not completed
e staff responsible in those years did not emphasis the importance and
reconciliation and payment from correct allocation
e lack of understanding of how TMA operated by officers reconciling the
account.
The Ministry has now put in place measures that will ensure correct
reconciliation is carried out and payment from TMA account is made only from
Dominion Cash TMA and revenue collected for TMA is posted to the right TMA

allocation

However the unsubstantiated balances from previous years has been subject to
quires from the Office of the Auditor General and which over the years the
Ministry is unable to reconcile.



It is my humble request if the following amount from the TMA account be

written off: L
Allocation ngscripﬂon , Amounﬂ
4305130999540201 | Dominion Cash TMA | 25581311
| Total | |

B B 7YY ERTY

Submitted for your kind approval.

Uraia Waibuta (Mr.)

Permanent Secretary for Agriculture

CC: Chief Accountant
Director FMIS
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Appendix 6

Sikeli N. Baleisuva

= e
From: Buisena R. Conivavalagi
Sent: Thursday, 26 November 2015 12:04 p.m.
To: Rajneesh D. Prakash; Sikeli N. Baleisuva; Luke Ravusoni; Laisa C. Baleinukumoto
Cc: Irimaia V. K. Rokosawa
Subject: RE: AGRICULTURE DRAWINGS- HANDOVER .
Attachments: AGRICULTURE 2015 DRAWINGS RECONCILIATION JAN TO AUG xlsx

Dear PAO Agriculture,

Attached is 2 copy of Agriculture Drawings reconciliation from January to August. | have revised the June-August
reconciliation due to some adjustments done in period 8. Please use this revised August reconciliation as the basis
for doing the September reconciliation. Furthermore, the variance between the GL and the UP is a result of
encumbrances- please ensure to clear these encumbrances.

FMIS is ready to assist you if you need assistance in your future reconciliation.

BUISENA R. CONIVAVALAGI
Ministry of-Finance — (FMIS) | Level 7 WEST Wing, Ro Lalabalavu House | P.O Box 2212 Government
Phone: (579) 2307011 Ext: 382173 DID: (679) 3221273 | Fax: (679) 3305074 | Email: buisena.coni\

This email is intended only for the use of the addressee. It may contain confidential or legally privileged
information. If you are not intended recipient, please note that any use or dissemination of this
communication is prohibited and no confidentiality rights are hereby waived. The contents of this email.
unless expressly stated, do not comprise the views of. or any representation by the MINISTRY OF
FINANCE OR THE GOVERNMENT OF FIJL



Sikeli N. Baleisuva

From: Rajneesh D. Prakash

Sent: Tuesday, 14 April 2015 8:16 a.m.

To: Pramendra K. Nair

Cc: Isimeli N. Boa; Sikeli N. Baleisuva

Subject: FW: Drawings Recon 2015 8

Good Morning Boss,
For your information please refer email below.

Thanks
Rajneesh

From: Luke Ravusoni

Sent: Tuesday, 31 March 2015 5:06 AM

To: Rajneesh D. Prakash

Cc: Buisena R. Conivavalagi; Isimeli N. Boa; Sikeli N. Baleisuva
Subject: RE: Drawings Recon 2015

Bula Rajneesh,

We will be assisting in your Jan-Feb recon and training be conducted for the month of March. We will email once
Jan-Feb Recon is completed

Thanks

regards

Luke Ravusoni
Ministry of Finance - (FMIS Section) | Level 07- West Wing, Ro Lalabalavu House | P.O Box 2212
Phone: (679) 3307011 Ext: 382007 DID: (679) 3224107 | Fax: (679) 3305074 | Email: luke.ravusoni@f

From: Rajneesh D. Prakash

Sent: Monday, March 30, 2015 8:27 AM

To: Luke Ravusoni

Cc: Buisena R. Conivavalagi; Isimeli N. Boa; Sikeli N. Baleisuva
Subject: RE: Drawings Recon 2015

Hi,

Good Marning,

Since the write off has been actioned. Would like to know when the training for Drawings will be provided.
Any updates for amended final report for drawings recon 2014,

Thanks.



Rajneesh D. Prakash | IDC/DRAWINGS CLERK |  Head Quarters
Ministry Of Agriculture | HRFI&C | FINANCE SECTION
Level 1, GRANTHAM COMPLEX,RAIWAQA | PHONE:3237325/3384233 EXTN:361194 | Fax: 3373682

Email:rajneesh.prakash@agriculture.gov.fj | www.agriculture.gov.fj

From: Luke Ravusoni

Sent: Friday, 20 February 2015 2:15 PM

To: Rajneesh D. Prakash

Cc: Buisena R. Conivavalagi; Isimeli N. Boa; Sikeli N. Baleisuva
Subject: RE: Drawings Recon 2015

Bula,

We are still in the process of completing all Drawings write off for WoG. These write off also include Agriculture.
Once write off is done, then we should furnish you with amended final report for drawings as well as recon for 2014.

Please await these provisions by mid next week.

Thanks

Luke Ravusoni
Ministry of Finance - (FMIS Section) | Level 07- West Wing, Ro Lalabalavu House | P.O Box 2212

Phone: (679) 3307011 Ext: 382007 DID: (679) 3221107 | Fax: (679) 3305074 | Email: luke.ravusoni@f

From: Rajneesh D. Prakash

Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 9:48 AM

To: Luke Ravusoni

Cc: Buisena R. Conivavalagi; Isimeli N. Boa; Sikeli N. Baleisuva
Subject: Drawings Recon 2015

Hi
Can we have copy of January 2015 Drawings recon for Agriculture.

Thank you.

Kind Regards,

RAJNEESH DEVI PRAKASH(MRS.)

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

AGCOUNTS SECTION

ROBINSON COMPLEX, RAIWAQA

PH: 338 4233 / 3237325 FAX: 3373682
JL

EMAIL:R AJNEESH.PRAK ASH@ AGRICULTURE .GOV.FJ

JNA JLTURE



Rajneesh D Prakash
Drawings Flowchart

COLLATE OPERATING A/C CASHBOOK

(Collect daily payment register (cashbook) from cashier or from
FMIS MSPOOL)

g

Collate BANK STATEMENT

[Collect Bank Statement online, Print Bank Statements]

g

BANK RECONCILIATION

~ [Reconcile cheque number in bank statement with
Cashbook)]
~ Bank statement closing balance should tally with
reconciled Cashbook(Presented Cheque) .
T
CORRESPONDING AND MAKING NECESSARY
BANK ADJUSTMENT

|Any error located on bank statement is to be clarified with bank
emailing the banks contact person before making any adjustment]

- |

GENERAL LEDGER REPORT

[Extract the monthly GL Ledger from the system]

[Print out the GL Report]

RECONCILING DRAWINGS
Reconcile Cashbook with GL Report (Cr) GL report (Dr.)
should tally with the reconciled cashbook (Presented
Cheque list]

BANK RECONCILIATION
REPORT
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Appendix 8

Hugh Raobinson Complex Phone: [679] 338 3155 / 338 4233
Grantham Road, Fax: [679) 338 5234
Private Mail Bag Helpdesk (679) 338 3583
Raiwaga. Email: agrihelp@govnet.govj
Suva, Website: wwv agriculture.orgfj ',
Republic of Fiji. Facebook: Department Of Agricutture Fiji

Reference: MoA 16/16 Dates 9'" August, 2016

To: All Directors/Divisional Heads/Heads of Sections

$ubjects Effective Leave Administration

Circular Memeorandum Nes ©7/2016

1. Further to the instructions issued last year on leave Administration including
previous years since 2012, this is a reminder to all addressees of the lack of and
no regard to all Official directive(s) emanating from the Office of the
Permanent Secretary.

7 4 There is still as evident from records a lot of Officers with overdue (bulging)
leave and no leave arrangement plan neither any leave request submitted

yearly.

3. To address recurring audit query and reduce the Ministry's compliance risk our
compliance to leave regulation stipulated in the General Order for all

employees is mandatory.

4. You are all instructed to inform all your Divisional Staff of this directive to
submit their leave arrangement plan. The Divisional leave arrangement plan is
to be submitted to Director, Human Resources, Finance and Information
Division one (1) month from the date of this instruction.

5. Executive Management is giving six (6) months ample time effective from 1
September 2016 to allow all our staff to take their respective overdue leave,
above and beyond the current leave year’s allocation.

6. The grace period to address the problem of bulging of annual leave will end on
31 March 2017 in which a report will then be submitted to the Office of the

Permanent Secretary.



7. Staff are advised that leaue compensation will not be entertained, unless a staff
is leaving the service on retirement, resignation or natural attrition.

8. Any leave carried forward will only be allowed as per the General Orders.’

9, Please treat this directive with some urgency to ensure that all staff are
promptly informed and are fully aware of our expectations as soon as possible.

e

s
| Y4 [Ga

Maca Tulakepa

for Permanent Secretary Agriculture
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A4
Hugh Robinson Complex Phone (679) 338 3155 / 338 4233
Grantham Road. Fax: (679) 338 Hi234
Private Mail Bag. Helpdesk: (679) 338 3533
__Emeil: agrihelprrgovnet yov fj

ISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Huivaga, ,
Suva, VWibsite! W agriculture.org i)
Republic of Fiji, Facebook: Department Of Agriculture Fiji
th
Refs MoA Pi/5 Dates 24" December, 2015

CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM

To:  As Per Distributions
Re: CGOVERNMENT WAGE EARNERS GO

TSTANDING LEAVE

Cireular Memerandum Ne: ed/2e1s

1.0 The Circular serves to inform that all Ministry of Agriculture Government Wage Earners
with outstanding annual leave and day off hours are to take their leave with effect from

25t Jonuary 2016.

2.0 This has become necessary teo immediately address bulging leave entitlernent ond the
ongoing problems faced by the Ministry regarding effective leave administration.

3.0 The instruction given is in accordance with Clause 50 (g) and (h) of the Terms &
Conditions of Government Wage Earners where “Snnual leave mmugk nermeally be

asessed and taken when due. The Head of Department sheall ensure
scheduling of leave te aveld bulging of lcave entitlement ot any time of the
year. An employee whe has his annuel leave deferred clither at bis ewn
request or by management for @ period net to exceed s (6) montls, shell not
forfelt any leave from his entitlement.”

4.0  Heads of Departments are to ensure that this is effectively carried out and that there will
be no relievers engaged for the diration of this leave.
W ] W W
5.0 There should not be an excuse for GWEs not to take their leave and Supervising Officers
are to ensure thot skeleton staff carry out the responsibilities of those who are taking their

leave,

6.0  The Supervising Officers should also check and closely monitor all their GWEs with
substantial outstanding leave and make prompt arrangement for them to take their
leave from the date as stated in 1.0 above.

7.0 The Dfrector HRFI will mom;tor Officer’s leave baiance including GWEs with their Divisions
ond that the instructions stated herein i effectively carried out and adhered to.

8.0 Please ensure that this Circulor is widely distributed to all Officers concerned.

h- -
/)" i 4l f'/"x | ;
~_ il
U.Waibuta (Mr) e
Aeting Permeancn Secvetmry for Ageivuiture

o
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AAINISTRY OF FISHERIES AND FORESTS
RESPONSES TO PAC ON THE 2014 OAG AUDIT REPORTS

Issues Ministry Comments
Items Audit Findings
PART A: FINANCIAL STATEMENT
30.1 Audit Opinion | The Ministry has agreed to the findings that no audit
evidence provided to support the balances in the:
e TMA Balance sheet and TMA Surplus Capital
Retained;
e the reconciled variance between the FMIS
general ledger cash balance and the TMA
Bank reconciliation;
e The closing balance of the Trust Account
Statement that did not correspond to the
FMIS general ledger.
Appropriate action addressing the 3 highlighted
areas has been taken to reconcile the TMA variances
and Trust Account between the FMIS and the
Ministry of Fisheries & Forests, since the TMA system
is centrally administered by the Ministry of Economy.
The Assets Management Unit ( TMA Unit) been
assisting Forestry TMA in training, stock taking and
reconciliation.

30.2 Statement of | The Ministry is agreeing with the OAG report on this
Receipts and | analysis which shows the true record of the receipts
Expenditure and expenditures.

30.3 Appropriation | The Ministry concurs with the OAG findings

Statement
30.4 Trading and The Ministry agrees with OAG on the findings in the
Manufacturing | TMA analysis of the Manufacturing Account, Trading
Account Account, Profit and Loss Statement and the Balance
Sheet.
30.5 Trust Fund The Ministry concurs with OAG findings
Account
30.6 Statement of | The Ministry agrees with OAG findings.
Losses
PART B : AUDIT FINDINGS
30.7 Upgrading and | The Ministry concurs with the OAG findings
Refurbishment
of Quarters
30.7.1 Anomalies in | The Ministry agreeing to the OAG findings and we
Refurbishment | have abided and ensure all contracts template in use

1




of Quarters

is reviewed by Solicitor General’s Office. Currently
we are engaging MOIT in the scoping and inspection
of our Office and quarters.

30.7.2 Physical The Ministry fully acknowledges with the OAG
Inspection — | findings as we engaging MOIT in the scoping and
Upgrade of the | inspection of work and SG's Office in the vetting of
Colo I Suva contracts.
The Ministry concurs with the OAG findings and work
30.8 Drawings closely with FMIS in reconciling the variances in the
Account GL, Cashbook and Bank Statement. FMIS has
Reconciliation | adopted new format and training that really assist in
reconciling Drawings Reconciliation in 2017.
30.9 Anomaliesin | The Ministry acknowledges with the OAG findings.
the Main Trust | The discrepancies on the carried forward figures
Fund Account — | could not be ascertain and these has been rectified
1/3 Subsidy | through write- offs exercise by MOE in 2015.
Scheme
30.10 Prior Year The Ministry has acknowledges the OAG findings on
Issues the prior year issues and rectify with the following

action in 2016, 2017 - 2018:

Anomalies in the Trading Manufacturing

Account (TMA

e Ministry has requested the assistance of

Assets Management Unit (TMA Unit) of the
Ministry of Economy to resolve these long
outstanding issues on reconciliation and
keeping proper records and stock take our
TMA in Nasinu.

Anomalies in the Main Trust Fund — Fisheries
1/3 Subsidy Scheme

e Variance in the Main Trust Fund Account —
Fisheries 1/3 Subsidy Scheme has been
submitted to MOE - FMIS for write - off in
2015,

Variance in The Drawings Account Balance

e Variance in the Drawings Account Balance

has been rectified with FMIS.
Incorrect Account for VAT

e Proper account on VAT charges and zero
rated items (VAT is not charged by them)
has been monitored accordingly.

Refurbishment Contract
e All contracts template has been forwarded by

2




the Planning and Vetting Unit to Solicitor
General’s Office for vetting.

Logging License Database

e Divisions maintain Local Distributed Licensing
Databases called TRS which logs all Licensing
Information

e Old data is purposefully archived thus stored
in backup databases

e Centralized Database Server is now in place
running on SQL 2014 and part of this year’s
output. Complete Database System is
expected to be in operation by beginning of
the new financial year.







Ministry of Lands & Mineral Resources

Head Office P O Box 2222
Fijian Trust Fund Complex Government Buildings, Suva, Fiji
Nasese, Suva Ph: (679)3313555 Fax: (679) 3239754

{South Wing Ground Floor & First Floor) ~ Website: www.lands.gov.fj

15 May, 2017

Hon. Ashneel Sudhakar
Chairman, Public Accounts Committee

Parliament of Fiji
Government Buildings
SUVA

Dear Sir,

Re: 2014 & 2015 MANAGEMENT RESPONSES TO PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Reference is made to your letter dated 25" April, 2017 on the
above captioned subject.

Please find attached the Ministry's response to queries from the
Public Accounts Committee.

Poe

Timoci Samisoni (Mr)
for the PERMANENT SECRETARY

With Respect,
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MINISTRY OF SUGAR INDUSTRY

27™ June 2017

The Chairman

Public Accounts Committee
Parliament of the Republic of Fiji
PO Box 2352, Government Building
Suva

Dear Sir

Re: Report of the Auditor General — Volume 4: Audit Report on the Economic and

Infrastructure Sector (Parliamentary Paper No. 66 of 2015) Audit for 2014 Accounts

The Ministry formally clarifies on the Audit Finding: 33.7 — Drawings Account Balance (Table
33.4: Unidentified Cheques) raised in the Public Accounts Committee meeting on 31 May 2017.

In this regard, the Ministry of Sugar Industry wish to inform the Standing Committee that
tabulated below is details of the unidentified cheques highlighted in volume 4 of Auditor
General’s Report.

Date Cheque # | Amount Particulars

27/10/2014 1501 $ 70.00 | Hire of pot plant for office from Country Florist

18/11/2014 1550 $ 36,300.00 | Upgrading of Cane Access Roads for Koronubu sector

18/11/2014 1551 $ 9.196.45 Per diem _Of Mr Vaniqi (Permanent Secretary ) for 23rd
ISO meeting in London

24/12/2014 1609 $ 838.27 | Leave compensation for Mr Vaniqi (Permanent Secretary )

24/12/2014 1610 $ 17,600.00 | Upgrading of cane access roads for Waigele Sector

However, the Ministry of Sugar Industry observed the following discrepancies in the Audit
Report:
i) Office of Auditor General overstated cheque number 1501 in the Audit Report.
The correct amount is $70 and not $700.
ii) Office of Auditor General understated cheque number 1609 in the Audit Report.
The correct amount is $8,383.27 and not $838.27.

Attached are copies of Local Purchase Order, Invoice and Minutes as evidence to provide further
details on each transaction, which is submitted for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sanjay Kumar
Director Sugar Industry
for Permanent Secretary of Sugar

All correspondences to be addressed to The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Sugar Industry
P O Box 5110, Lautoka Tel No: (679) 6664724 Fax: (679) 6669022



Ministry of Sugar GOVERNMENT OF FIJT

Sugar House, Walu Street, Ministry of Finance
Marine Drive Lautoka PO Box 2212
P.O. Box 5110 Suva
Latoka
Payment Advice
; Vendor ID s :
TO: THE COUNTRY FLORIST Payment Date. e
- P70
P.O. BOX 7104 Cheque No. ﬂ’o‘il 501
LAUTOKA Page
= ) g T
Pd No. Voucher No. Invoice Date Invoice No. Amount
2038 27/10/2014 - INV# 1842- SEPT 2 70.00
Total Amount Paid: § 70.00

Bank of South Pacific Limited GOVERNMENT of FlJI " ' l
Pacific House Branch -3 ] 2
- .Ministry of Sugar _ EEEB ;I

Drawings Account

Date: 27/10/2014

Cheque No: 001501

Pay to'the order of : 1 cOUNTRY FLORIST $

The s 70.:00
Sum . SEVENTY DOLLARS ONLY g
of:

TO BE PRESENTED WITHIN 6 MONTHS i
WARNING (SEE OVERLEAF) M___
THIS CHEQUE REQUIRES ENDORSEMENT EXCHANGE PAYABLE DRAWER___

Ministry of Sugar Sign Countersign
Drawings Account

[NOT NEGOTIABLE |

*O00s504 wOBS=00 21l 0O0OOB3IBELIQN



'201“3-1 '&3' il

I

: R G.P.Form 2 ,
Jmm— Checked by @&D g
per S Allocation:  1-35101-35101-040299 Passed for Payment ‘ Jé
Station Vr. No. -
Payee The Country Florist ’
VENDOR ID: COUNT001
. o
Address P.O.Box 7104 Paid Voucher/ 9'1 8-
Lautoka Cheque No: €0 ,
27/10/2014 . =
Detailed Description of Service or Article $/c
Being payment made to the above vendor for hiring of office pot plants for the month of September
Pleass reler aflachments: Invoice # 1842 70.00 70.00
Authority: GW Total Due:
$ z 70.00
* | certify that this claim amounting to e ST dollars
—=‘-"——-——F - e
and cents is comect, and w under the authority quoted.
L]
Signed /4
Date 27.10.14 for: PS SUGAR
RECEIVED the sum of :
Signature of Receiver
Witness Date 4
*__This cerlificale must be complefed by the authorised officer %




i,

WEDDING BOUQUETS, COUNTER DISPLAY, WREATHS

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
FRESH CUT FLOWERS, CORPORATE SERVICES
P.O. Box 71 04, Lautoka, Fi

iji Islands
Phone: 628 1888, 628 ésoa
Mobile: 993 1824, 995 5189 Em

ail: narendfj@hotmail.com

M%ﬁ IThnist %L &%30/

1842
Order No. __ Date: 27 / 9 p0 (¢
Quantity Description Rate Amount
20 onkl_4mﬁ blants fo P 4
: yjl/\fL / / v

By He oroni ]

e
SETh e ‘
3y ynon b ¥
-
SO b
AYUN =Ty =
)
AT~

TOTAL MO F—

INV# 1842- SEPT 2014 27/10/
70.00

26/11/2
INVOICE CURRENCY: TO"

*



Ministry of Sugar

GOVERNMENT OF HJI
Sugar House, Walu Street, Ministry of Finance
Marine Drive Lautoka = = PO Box 2212
P.O.Box5110 . - = - - : o Suva
Latoka et o
Payment Advice
Vendor ID 3!
T0: DAYAL‘S QUARIES LIMITED Payment Date. 5
_ P.OBOX 102~ = ohaaa . 1811
~ KINGS ROAD & . 001550
- BA Page -
el st RONO: _Voucher No. Invoice Date invoice No._ ° Amount
PR PO35101-000489 |- - - - - 2080 : 20/10/2014 - - - | 478B0-47877 (1) == - 1820000 - =
.: : PO35101-000610 2082 30/10/2014 47878-47891 : 18,100.00

‘Bank of South Paciic Limited | ‘ GOVERNMENT of FiJI o '
Pacific Hous? Branch Minlstry Df Sugar 3 gﬂBSP

[NOT NEGOTIABLE |

Total Amount Paid: §  36,300.00

Drawings Account

. : - Date: - 18/11/2014
: Cheque No: - 001 550

Pay to the order of : DAYAL'S QUARIZS LIMITED
The e g36 300,00
Sum  THIRTY SIX THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ONLY 4 :
of: v This chedué requires endorsement
TO BE PRESENTED WITHIN 6 MONTHS % 4 /}? g
WARNING (SEE OVERLEAF) l 1
THIS CHEQUE REQUIRES ENDORSEMENT EXCHANGE PAYABLE omw-en :
Ministry of Sugar 7 Sign Countersign

Drawings Account
' - 8 ®00 L5550 "ORSw00 21 000838BL3IA
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Ministry of Public Enterprises

Level 4 Civic Tower
Victoria Parade, Suva, Fiji

PO Box 2278, Government
Buildings, Suva, Fiji

Phone: +679 331 5577
Fax: +679 330 2060

19 April 2017

Honorable Ashneel Sudhakar

Chairman

Standing Committee on Public Accounts
PO Box 2353

Government Buildings

SUVA

Dear Honorable Sudhakar
CLARIFICATION OF ISSUES

Sir, | refer to the Ministry of Public Enterprises’ (“Ministry”) meeting with
the Public Accounts Committee on Wednesday 12 April 2017.

Please find attached as Appendix 1, the Ministry’s response to the issues
that was raised by the Committee in relation to the 2014 and 2015
audits.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need further clarifications.

Sincerely,

Dayvid Kolitagane
PERMANENT SECRETARY

%




Ministry of Public Enterprise
MEETING WITH PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

9.20am, Wednesday 12 April 2017

Honorable Chair and Honorable Members of the Public Accounts Committee, | thank you for
inviting the Ministry of Public Enterprises to clarify queries relating to the 2014 and 2015
Ministry audit.

Honorable Members; before we proceed further, | would like to clarify the following:

> The 2014 audit was for the Ministry of Public Enterprises and Tourism. The committee
may wish to note that since 2015, the Department of Tourism is now merged with the
Ministry of Industry and Trade.

» The 2015 audit for the Ministry includes the Government Printing Stationery
Department accounts, but excludes the Department of Tourism.

1|Page



MINISTRY RESPONSE TO 2014 ACCOUNTS

Volume 4: Audit Report on the Economic and Infrastructure Sector — Parliamentary
Paper No. 66 of 2015

Section 34: MINISTRY OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES AND TOURISM

Part A: Financial Statement

34,1

34.2

343

Audit Opinion

The Ministry had an unqualified audit report with attention drawn to one matter; being
Capital Expenditure relating to Fiji International (PGA) Tournament 2014.

With respect to any queries relating to the PGA Tournament, we request that this be
referred to the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism —which now looks after the
Tourism Budget.

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure

As alluded to in the Audit report, the revenue received by the Ministry was from the
fees received from State Owned Enterprises’ Board of Directors who had attended the
Australian Institute of Directors training, which was organized by the Ministry.

Appropriation Statement

No comment
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PART B: AUDIT FINDINGS

34.4

34.5

It is recommended that the Ministry disclose as Notes to the financial statements
other expenditure incurred for its operations which have been paid for by the Ministry
of Finance and other donors.

It is recommended that this query be directed to the Ministry of Industry, Trade and
Tourism.

Unexplained Account balances

a. The Ministry should ensure that transaction posted to the FMIS general ledger and
any write-offs made are supported with documentary evidences which should be
produced during the audit.

e Recommendation from OAG is noted.

e This matter is now resolved and there are no more balances carried forward in
the Ministry’s Financial Statement.

e Balances of $181,993.87 have been dormant since 2005, as clearances were not
done previously.

e The balance of $80,270.03 was cleared in 2014 during the adjustment exercise
by Ministry of Economy.

e Going forward, the Ministry will continuously ensure that there are no balances
carried forward to the next financial year and also ensure that the Ministry has
records of supporting documents for audit purpose.

b. The Ministry should also seek clarifications from the Ministry of Finance on
allocation its Head that it cannot explain neither have records to substantiate the
balances.

e Issue is now resolved. The unsubstantiated allocation of $101,723.84 is no longer
appearing in the 2016 Financial Statements.
e This amount has been adjusted by the Ministry of Economy in 2014.

In this case, the amount of $181, 993.87 {$80,270.03 + $101,723.84) was written
off in the adjustment exercise.
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