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TUESDAY, 11TH JULY, 2017
The Parliament met at 9.43 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.
HONOURABLE SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer.
Before we begin, | would appreciate if all mobile phones can be turned low.
PRESENT

All Honourable Members were present, except the Honourable the Honourable Ratu S.V.
Nanovo.

MINUTES

HON. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT IN PARLIAMENT.- Madam Speaker, |
beg to move:

That the Minutes of the sitting of Parliament held on Monday, 10th July, 2017 as
previously circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed.

HON. A. SUDHAKAR.- Madam Speaker, | beg to second the motion.
Question put.
Motion agreed to.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome
| welcome all Honourable Members to today’s sitting.

| also welcome members of the public joining us in the gallery and those watching proceedings
on television and the internet and listening to the radio. Thank you for taking interest in your Parliament.

Ministry of Health — Cancer Awareness

The Ministry of Health, in conjunction with corporate partners and non-governmental
organisations, is advocating cancer awareness this week. As part of this initiative, the Fiji Cancer Society,
together with Motibhai company will be hosting a “Bushells Fiji’s Biggest Morning Tea” tomorrow, to
raise funds, create awareness and provide opportunity for people to come together to talk about cancer.
This is a very commendable initiative and | encourage all Honourable Members to wear royal blue to
support this worthy cause tomorrow, Wednesday 12th July, 2017.

Delay — Daily Hansard

For the information of the Honourable Members, the Daily Hansard Report will be delayed due
to the prolonged sitting last night. This will be distributed to Honourable Members as soon as the
Secretariat finalised the report. Thank you.
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PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND CERTAIN DOCUMENTS

HON. SPEAKER.- I now call upon on the Honourable Attorney-General and Minister for
Economy, Public Enterprises, Civil Service and Communications to table his reports.

HON. A. SAYED KHAIYUM.- Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, in accordance
to Standing Order 38, | present the following Reports to Parliament:

1. Volume 1 — Audit Report on Whole of Government Financial Statements and Annual
Appropriation Statement 2016 (Parliamentary Paper No. 99 of 2017);

2. Volume 2 — Audit Report on the General Administration Sector 2016 (Parliamentary
Paper No. 100 of 2017);

3. Volume 3 — Audit Report on the Social Services Sector 2016 (Parliamentary Paper No.
101 of 2017); and

4. Volume 4 — Audit Report on the Economic and Infrastructure Sector 2016
(Parliamentary Paper No. 102 of 2017).

Madam Speaker, also at this juncture, pursuant to Standing Order 45(5), | hereby table my
written response to Question No. 138 of 2017 by the Honourable Professor Biman Prasad.

HON. SPEAKER .- Please, hand the Reports and your written response to the Secretary-
General.

(Reports and written responses handed to the Secretary-General)

HON. SPEAKER.- Pursuant to Standing Order 38 (2), | refer the following Reports to the
Standing Committee on Public Accounts:

1. Volume 1 — Audit Report on Whole of Government Financial Statements and Annual
Appropriation Statement 2016 (Parliamentary Paper No. 99 of 2017);

2. Volume 2 — Audit Report on the General Administration Sector 2016 (Parliamentary
Paper No. 100 of 2017);

3. Volume 3 — Audit Report on the Social Services Sector 2016 (Parliamentary Paper No.
101 of 2017); and

4, Volume 4 — Audit Report on the Economic and Infrastructure Sector 2016
(Parliamentary Paper No. 102 of 2017).

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence -
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) — Articles of Agreement

HON. SPEAKER.- I now call on the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs and Defence to have the floor.
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HON. LT. COL. N. RIKA.- Madam Speaker, | am pleased to present the Report of the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence, which was assigned to examine the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AlIB) - Articles of Agreement.

This Report provides the committee’s review, conclusion and recommendations from oral and
written submissions received and deliberated upon by the Committee as per Standing Order 110(a).

The Report is divided into four parts. Madam Speaker, the accession to the AlIB - Articles of
Agreement will be beneficial to Fiji in terms of:

1. Offering a new multilateral development financing platform committed to development
in Fiji. The current’s stance and medium-term outlook is that the Fijian Government
will require sources to undertake capital expenditure such as construction of roads, jetties
and bridges, et cetera and joining the bank will allow an addition financing source for Fiji;

2. Providing finance to member countries, only economic considerations are relevant to the
bank’s decisions, the bank is not influenced by political character of any member;

3. Reinforcing our constructive and positive relationship with the People’s Republic of
China; it will enable Fiji to negotiate better terms for loans with existing multilateral
donors such as the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank, as the bank will
provide competition to these multilaterals; and

4. The bank will also provide technical assistance and will work with each member to
engage services within the region. The bank will recruit qualified personnel globally and
the criteria for recruitment will be based on technical competence and experience in
related sector.

Madam Speaker, | commend this Report to Parliament for its consideration.

HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you, please hand the Report to the Secretary-General.

(Report handed to the Secretary-General)

HON. SPEAKER.- Pursuant to Standing Order 121(5) and Standing Order 130(4), the Standing
Committee has now reported back.

Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence -
Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC

HON. SPEAKER.- | now call on the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Defence to have the floor.

HON. LT. COL. N. RIKA.- Madam Speaker, | am pleased to present the Report of the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence, which was assigned to review and examine the Doha
Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

This Report provides the Committee’s review, conclusion and recommendation from oral and
written submissions received and deliberated upon by the Committee as per Standing Order 110 (a).

The Report is divided into four parts:
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Madam Speaker, ratifying the Doha Amendment will be beneficial to Fiji in terms of:

1. acceptance of the Doha Amendment as a non-Annex 1 Party, express our continuing
commitment and support to the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol;

2. as President of COP 23, Fiji’s submission of its instrument of acceptance to the Doha
Amendment will send a strong signal on Fiji’s commitment toward climate change action;
and

3. reiterate the Presidency’s call to developed countries, to increase climate action and

continue to reduce greenhouse emission.
Madam Speaker, | commend this Report to Parliament for consideration.
HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you. Please, hand the Report to the Secretary-General.
(Report handed to the Secretary-General)
HON. SPEAKER.- Pursuant to Standing Order 121(5) and Standing Order 130(4), the Standing
Committee has now reported back. | now call on the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Foreign

Affairs and Defence to have the floor.

Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence -
Establishment of the ISA — ISA Framework Agreement

HON. SPEAKER.- | now call on the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Defence.

HON. LT. COL. N. RIKA.- Madam Speaker, | am pleased to present the Report of the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence, which was assigned to review and examine the Framework
Agreement on the establishment of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) (ISA Framework Agreement).

This Report provides the committee’s review, conclusion and recommendations from oral and
written submissions received and deliberated upon the Committee as per Standing Order 110 (a).

The Report is divided into four parts. Madam Speaker, ratifying the ISA Framework
Agreement will be beneficial to Fiji in terms of:

promoting solar technologies;

enhance prosperity with new business, models and investment in the solar sector;

formulate projects and programmes to promote solar applications;

develop innovative mechanisms to reduce cost of capital;

build a common knowledge e-portal; and

facilitate capacity building for promotion and absorption of solar technologies and research
and development among other countries.

ok~ wdpE

Madam Speaker, | commend this Report to Parliament for its consideration.
HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you. Please, hand the report to the Secretary-General.

(Report handed to the Secretary-General)
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HON. SPEAKER.- Pursuant to Standing Order 121(5) and Standing Order 130(4), the Standing
Committee has now reported back.

HON. SPEAKER.- We will now move on to the next Item. | now call upon the Honourable
Attorney General to move his motion.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION BILL 2017

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- Madam Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 51, I move that
the:

a) Accident Compensation Bill 2017 be considered by Parliament without delay;
b) Bill must pass through one stage in a single sitting of Parliament;
C) Bill must not be referred to a Standing Committee or other Committee of Parliament;

d) Bill must be debated and voted upon by Parliament immediately after the vote on the
2017-2018 Appropriation Bill 2017, together with the Consequential Bills for the 2017-
2018 Budget, tabled on 29th June 2017; and

e) time for the debate of the Consequential Bills, including the Accident Compensation Bill
2017, be limited to ensure that all such Bills are debated and voted upon during this sitting
of Parliament.

HON. LT. COL. I.B. SERUIRATU.- Madam Speaker, | beg to second the motion.

HON. SPEAKER.- | now call upon the Honourable Attorney-General and Minister for
Economy, Public Enterprises, Civil Service and Communications to speak on his motion.

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, given the fact that the Members have contributed to the Budget debate, I will be
very brief.

As highlighted in the Budget Address, we are seeking to set up the Accident Compensation Bill,
essentially to replace, at least for the time being, the Motor Vehicle’s Third Party Insurance Act 1948
which is the existing Act.  There are a number of reasons why this Act needs to be repealed and a new
provision needs to be put in place, essentially to provide the immediate justice to ordinary Fijians who
are currently not being covered (for want of a better word), under the current legal framework.

Furthermore, Madam Speaker, we sent down a team to the Accident Compensation Corporation
(ACC) in New Zealand. The New Zealand Government, together with their High Commission and the
visit by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the ACC itself, have been very helpful in facilitating this.
The model that ACC is being based upon is actually very much worth emulating, as we have seen that in
Fiji, for a number of very basic reasons, people have been denied justice over the years. Let me just give
you an example, Madam Speaker.

Currently, the provisions within insurance contracts do not provide protection to all third parties
who are injured from accidents involving motor vehicles, and not all insurance claims are redressed. As
a result, many Fijians who have been victims of motor vehicle accidents will be denied compensation.
As an example, an innocent pedestrian who is hit by a car, may be denied compensation
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by the insurance companies, simply because the driver of the vehicle did not have a drivers licence or
was drunk when driving.

Madam Speaker, claims for compensation have always been generally unduly delayed with
insurance companies or in the courts, and victims of motor vehicle accidents have often waited for years
to get compensation, if any. Indeed, currently, the total cover for passengers in buses is only $40,000; a
maximum aggregate payment of $40,000, irrespective of the number of passengers on the bus.

However, Madam Speaker, as we have said, we do not simply want to set up this Commission
for the sake of setting it up, only to deal with third party insurance; we:

. We are looking at it in the future, to bring other forms of accidents within the purview or
within the premise of this Commission that we intend to set up;

. we have also liaised very closely with the Reserve Bank of Fiji, looked at some re-
insurance methods as announced in the Budget; and

" We are looking at LTA, being the one-stop-shop for all motor vehicle registration needs,

including this particular levy that will be charged for accidents.
With those introductory remarks, Madam Speaker, | will confine myself to that and | move that
this be considered with all the other Consequential Bills in respect of the Budget that was tabled a week
ago. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you. The motion is now open for debate and I invite input, if any,
from Honourable Members.

There being no input, Honourable Attorney-General, you may make your concluding remarks, if
any.

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- No thank you, Madam Speaker.
HON. SPEAKER.- Parliament will now vote.

Question put.

The Question is:

That pursuant to Standing Order 51, that the:

a) Accident Compensation Bill 2017 be considered by Parliament without delay;

b) Bill must pass through one stage in a single sitting of Parliament;

C) Bill must not be referred to a Standing Committee or other Committee of Parliament;

d) Bill must be debated and voted upon by Parliament immediately after the vote on the

2017-2018 Appropriation Bill 2017, together with the Consequential Bills for the 2017-
2018 Budget, tabled on 29th June 2017; and

e) time for the debate for the Consequential Bills, including the Accident Compensation Bill
2017, be limited to ensure that all such Bills are debated and voted upon during this sitting
on Parliament.
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Does any Member oppose the motion?

HON. MEMBERS.- No.

HON. SPEAKER.- There being no opposition, the motion is agreed to unanimously.
Motion agreed to.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON THE 2017-2018 APPROPRIATION BILL 2017

HON. SPEAKER.- We are now on to our second reading and we will continue from where we
left off on the Batting Order. | now call upon the Honourable Mataiasi Niumataiwalu to have the floor.

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable Leader of the Opposition, Honourable Ministers
and Honourable Members of Parliament; I rise to support the FijiFirst Government’s National Budget,
the 2017-2018 Appropriation Bill 2017.

| take this opportunity to thank the leadership of the FijiFirst Government by the Honourable
Prime Minister and the Honourable Attorney-General and Minister for Economy, that is aiming to make
life better for every household in this wonderful nation of ours.  The country definitely needs strong,
decisive leadership with vision and purpose.

The 2017-2018 Budget, as announced by the Honourable Minister for Economy, is pegged on
empowering Fijians to unlock potentials in terms of economic empowerment. It takes advantage of
sustained GDP growth, low inflation, high foreign reserves and eight years of economic stability. This,
Madam Speaker is a smart budget. It is strategic and targeted, and will benefit the ordinary person. For
sustainability sake, the country cannot afford a change in Government.

My primary focus is the vital and timely increase in the budget of the Ministry of
Communications. Communications, as we all know, cuts across all borders. This Ministry is responsible
for keeping the Fijian people connected to each other and to the outside world by providing efficient,
competitive, cost-effective and accessible telecommunication and postal services. The Ministry also
manages all ICT systems in the Fijian Government.

Madam Speaker, the Ministry engages with the Fijian public in radio, print and online media to
keep the Fijian people updated on Government’s plans and policies, and to quickly alert the public to
important information.  The Ministry compromises the Department of Information, Department of
Communications and Information Technology and Computing Services (ITC).

The total Budget for the Ministry of Communications in the 2017-2018 Budget is $55.4 million;
compromising $22.4 million for Operating expenditure; $29 million for Capital Expenditure; and VAT
of $3.9 million. The increase of $17.9 million is mainly attributed to an increase:

1. due to adjustments in salaries and wages associated with the Civil Service Reform;
2. to purchase goods and services that improves service delivery;
3. in capital expenditure for Vanua Levu Cable Connection and Digital Television Rollout;

and
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in special expenditures to host the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) Meetings. Madam Speaker,
$300,000 is allocated to the ABU meetings from early February 2018.

This is what | call smart investment, Madam Speaker. Many of our broadcasters both, radio and
television in the Pacific, are members of ABU so come February next year, the ABU Climate Change
and Disaster Risk Reduction and the Pacific Media Partnership Conferences will be held in Nadi. It is
expected that over 100 foreign participants, experts and senior media professionals will attend these
Meetings.

Madam Speaker, what the country stands to gain from this Summit in terms of exposure to the
major broadcast channels in Asia and the Pacific far outweighs our investment of $300,000. These are
the types of initiatives that need Parliament support. The ABU Summit is timely for many reasons. Asia
is a viable and lucrative market for Fiji in many aspects. Apart from tourism and trade, we have sports.
Japan will host the Rugby World Cup in 2019 and the Olympic Games in 2020.

Another initiative, Madam Speaker, is the $8 million allocated for the digital television rollout,
which will enable access to free-to-air television for the first time to places like Bua, the interior of Ra,
Rotuma, the maritime islands, including my province of Lau. 1 am glad that this is happening under the
FijiFirst watch, the expansion of free-to-air television to areas that have been missing out on what the rest
of us have been enjoying. This is another very smart move by this Government.

Madam Speaker, we do not want anyone left behind in our quest to better serve this nation.
HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!
HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- No other government has done what we are doing today.
HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- We do not have to go anywhere anymore, we are bringing it
home for you, our fellow Fijians.

HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- In 1995, we launched Fiji Television, just opposite this
Parliament, but it has taken 22 years for places like Bua, the interior of Ra, Rotuma, the maritime islands,
including Lau, to benefit from this much needed digital television rollout. Currently, you have to pay to
get Sky TV, this new rollout means free-to-air service. The same things we watch in Suva, will also be
accessed by those areas.

Madam Speaker, there are ongoing initiatives such as, raising public awareness on the services,
assistance and other opportunities that are available to the Fijian people through the:

1. $350,000 that has been allocated to film and video materials. This means the production
of new summaries for release to promote broader coverage of Government activities,
including the range of the services and assistance that are available to Fijians, and promote
greater accessibility to national and international events.

2. Continuation of the liberalisation of the telecommunications market to improve access,
affordable and reliable mobile services through cable connection to Vanua Levu. Vanua
Levu is so dear to me because this is the Tovata we are talking about.
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The World Bank and Government funded the construction of the Suva-Savusavu cable
connection via the new Samoa-Fiji Cable to increase broadband capacity and internet connectivity in
Vanua Levu. The project is expected to be completed in March, 2018, at a cost of $17.5 million. This
opens up another new frontier for the whole of Vanua Levu.

Madam Speaker, $5 million was given by the FijiFirst Government and World Bank, $12.5
million. You can just imagine the accessibility. Our people in Vanua Levu will have increased broadband
capacity and internet connectivity. They can just sit in their homes, they do not have to travel to Viti
Levu.

HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- We have been worried for many years about urban drift, this
is another way of reversing the tide.

Implementation of Analogue to Digital Roadmap supports the transition from analogue to digital
throughout Fiji by subsidising the purchase of Set Top Boxes (STB) for low-income households; $2
million is allocated for this.

An Operational Grant of close to $950,000 is allocated to the Telecommunications Authority of
Fiji (TAF), to ensure proper monitoring and regulatory compliance in the ICT Sector.

Madam Speaker, | am so thankful to the allocation of $300,000 earmarked for the Media Industry
Development Authority (MIDA). As the country builds-up to the next general election, it is vital that the
media is given due recognition in their contribution to a thriving democracy.

HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU .- | attest to the fact that we are not wrong, but we are doing it
differently. 1am led to believe that MIDA will be collaborating with the Fijian Elections Office inrolling
out training for the media on the Electoral Act, as well as producing the Media Guide to Elections on the
role of the media in Elections.

Madam Speaker, last year, round about this time, | stood in this Parliament and said: “Fiji will
definitely feature prominently at the Rio Olympics.”

HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- We went on to win an Olympic gold in front of 205 nations.
Like they say, the rest is history, but I would like to report to this august House that the Fijian currency
that commemorates Fiji’s historic gold winning performance has a place in the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland.

The Oceania National Olympic Committee (ONO) President, Dr. Robin Mitchell, a member of
the 10C told me last week that the IOC President, Mr. Thomas Bach, looks forward to the day he will
host the Honourable Prime Minister in Lausanne. Hopefully, this year en route to COP23 in Germany,
the Honourable Prime Minister will be able to fulfil an invitation the 10C President extended to our leader
when they met at the Prime Minister’s Office in May 2015. The IOC’s support to Fiji’s Presidency of
COP23 is vital as we continue to punch above our weight in global affairs that affect our very own
survival on the local front.
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Madam Speaker, let me conclude by congratulating the National Rugby Team and Mr. John
McKee for qualifying to the 2019 Rugby World Cup to be held in Japan ...

(Acclamation)

HON. M.A. NIUMATAIWALU.- ... and just like the Olympic gold medal win in Rio last year,
I am looking forward to the national team beating Samoa on Saturday.

Madam Speaker, the nation can look forward to a better and brighter Fiji for all Fijians tomorrow
under the FijiFirst Government, and | fully support the Bill before the House.

HON. SPEAKER.- | now call on the Honourable Assistant Minister for Health and Medical
Services to have the floor.

HON. A.D. O'CONNOR.- Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, the Honourable Prime Minister; the Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
Honourable Cabinet Ministers, Honourable Members of Parliament, members of the public in the gallery
and those watching this proceedings from the comfort of their homes; a very good morning to you all.

At the outset, Madam Speaker, please allow me to correct the rant and false statements made
yesterday by the Honourable Parmod Chand against the Ministry of Health.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. A.D. O’CONNOR.- All scanning machines as we speak are operational, except for the
Cath Lab which is under maintenance.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. A.D. O’CONNOR.- When speaking of consumables, there are those that are edible and
those that are not.

Our current drug wastage ratio of 3 percent is within the World Health Organisation’s average of
5 percent to 6 percent.

May I, at this juncture, Madam Speaker, request the general public and the Opposition to
particularly use the MOH Call Centre number 157, for precise and truthful information.

(Chorus of interjections)

Madam Speaker, it is my honour and pleasure to address this august House as the Assistant
Minister for Health and Medical Services on the 2017-2018 Budget. | wish to thank the Honourable
Prime Minister, Honourable VVorege Bainimarama; and the Minister for Economy, Honourable Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum, for a comprehensive budget to the Ministry of Health and Medical Services; that
includes an increase of over $77 million, almost a 32 percent increase from the previous year.

(Honourable Members interject)
HON. A.D. O’CONNOR .- Since my appointment as Assistant Minister for Health and Medical

Services, | have travelled wide within our beautiful island nation and have gained a fair understanding of
the strengths and weaknesses of our health system through frank discussions with our local advisors and
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leaders, and the communities. In addition, | have inspected almost every remote and isolated health
facility in all our Divisions.

In most of the remote and hard-to-reach areas | have visited, | have found our facilities in disrepair
and in need of urgent attention. Our own health workers are living and working in a less than ideal
situation, and in infrastructure neglected by previous Governments. However, | have observed and am
proud to say that our health workers at these remote and isolated stations continue to work diligently...

(Chorus of interjections)
HON. SPEAKER.- Order! Let us hear the speaker, please.

HON. A.D. O’CONNOR .- ... conscientiously and remain passionate to the calling, to provide
the best healthcare services under trying circumstances.  Therefore, an increase in the salary and
improvement in the working conditions of our health workers that this Budget provides is greatly
welcomed. This support certainly boosts the moral and energise our workers’ interaction with their clients
and help their families to prosper.

Madam Speaker, as Minister responsible for public health or known as population health in the
Ministry of Health and Medical Services, | got to understand of what shapes the health of our people
happens outside the doctor’s office which is the basis of these public health problems. Public health
programmes and strategies focus on ensuring that our people remain well without infirmity, where they
live, work, learn and play for a prosperous and productive Fiji.

Madam Speaker, it is encouraging to see a substantial increase in the public health budget. Public
health programmes are focused on prevention, promotion of good health and protection that includes
strategies that address the Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) crisis, HIV/AIDs, family health,
adolescent health, child health, mental health and responding to environmental health risks and emerging
communicable diseases. The total budget for public health programmes is $3,628,000, an increase of
$550,000 from the 2016-2017 fiscal year.

Madam Speaker, | wish to emphasis again, the main points raised by our Minister for Health and
Medical Services, the Honourable Rosy Akbar, that substantial investments have been made in the
construction and upgrading of hospitals, health centres and nursing stations. Medical services have been
decentralised to ensure convenience and easy access for the general public.

We now have more doctors and nurses recruited than ever before in our medical history. Also,
they are now better remunerated. The doctor to patient ratio is improving, and funding for supply of
essential drugs and consumables has been increased.

Fiji has made significant progress in increasing the overall life expectancy of Fijians, and
improving health outcomes. Maternal and infant mortality rates have declined. Primary healthcare is
well established with major improvements in secondary healthcare. These progressive improvements is
largely attributed to this Government’s commitment to annual increases in the health budget, and prudent
strategic management of limited resources.

Madam Speaker, the Ministry will shortly be phasing out its fleet of ambulances and replacing
them with sophisticated paramedic-outfitted vehicles to be manned by professionally-trained paramedic
nurses and drivers, who are prepared to provide high quality care in a variety of situations; from mines
and remote locations, workplace and occupational injuries and illnesses, sporting and special event
incidents, to inter-facility non-emergency transportation. For paramedic services, clinical excellence
involves having the tools, knowledge, judgement, skills and passion to perform at the highest level. These



11th July, 2017 2017-2018 Appropriation Bill 2017 2015

new paramedic ambulances will be both, 2-wheel drives and 4-wheel drives, the latter being earmarked
for maritime and rural health facilities.

Madam Speaker, in its bid to make a commitment to the 2030 Global Sustainable Development
Agenda as stated by the Honourable Prime Minister at the United Nations Headquarters on the
achievements of SDGs on 21st April this year, the Ministry together with industrial partners, is in the
process of carrying out studies and analysis on the conversion of its steam boilers from fossil fuel to tri-
generation at its three major hospitals, and co-generation at most sub-divisional hospitals. Consideration
has also been given to the conversion of diesel-fuelled incinerators. These strategies add value to
fulfilling our commitment to climate change and in making our health system more resilient.

Madam Speaker, the Ministry has embarked on curbing road accidents and mishaps at sea by
having drivers and boat handlers alike undergo training and refresher courses for licencing and
certification with the Land Transport Authority and the Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji, respectively.
Existing facilities, particularly in the maritime area, will undergo urgent repairs and maintenance,
inclusive of communication and electrification upgrades. The Ministry will ensure that every health
centre is provided with a fulltime doctor or nurse practitioner.

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Health and Medical Services will also work with our relevant
Ministries and focus on rural and informal settlements on safe water, sanitation and waste management.
Poor sanitation and hygiene management not only creates an unaesthetic environment but also provides
an ideal and conducive breeding ground for mosquitoes carrying diseases, such as dengue fever,
Chikungunya and Zika Virus.

As | speak, Madam Speaker, the Ministry is engaged in a pilot project in partnership with an
Australian University on an innovative project to control populations of mosquitoes that carry dengue
fever, Chikungunya and Zika disease in Fiji. This project is conducted collaboratively with the
Biosecurity Authority of Fiji and the Department of Environment.

Madam Speaker, apart from the Government’s improving access to healthcare and free medicine,
His Excellency had announced in the 2016-2017 Budget, the Government’s good intention to review and
table the health laws, such as the Public Health Protection Bill.

Madam Speaker, the Ministry greatly supports the budget increase in tax on tobacco, alcohol,
sugary additives and carbonated drinks, to encourage healthy food choices. Similarly, the 10 cents plastic
levy will add to a cleaner environment.

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, this Budget is truly a budget for the people, a Budget to ensure
our people are provided the services they need, a Budget that ensures our family issues and health is
addressed and lastly, a Budget that will encourage us to live in wellness and prosperity.

| thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you. | now call upon the Honourable Balmindar Singh to have the
floor.

HON. B. SINGH.- Madam Speaker, the Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable Leader of
Opposition, Honourable Ministers, Honourable Members and members of the public in the gallery, and
Fijians who are watching this Budget debate from the comfort of their homes and through livestream;
bula vinaka.
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Madam Speaker, we leaders, have a patriotic duty to realise the agricultural sector by tapping into
its potential and increase its importance, vis-a-vis enhancing food security, improving the livelihoods by
promoting investments in livestock and boosting economic growth. The 2017-2018 Budget provides a
perfect vehicle for united action precisely across the socio-economic and political spectrum.

Madam Speaker, we, on this side of the House continue to inspire growth and reinstate confidence
for the people of this dear land, and for this, I join with the rest of my colleagues in congratulating the
Honourable Minister for Economy for a Budget well received by Fijians in all spectrum.

Madam Speaker, agriculture continues to contribute 8.2 percent of Fiji's GDP. | must add that
agriculture has received over $86.3 million in the 2017-2018 Budget, and this remains one of the largest
budgets for this sector, highlighting Government’s commitment to agriculture and the persons involved
therein.

Agriculture remains a priority area for the Bainimarama-led Government in addressing problems
of unemployment, poverty alleviation and fostering economic development. Significantly, the FijiFirst
Government is focusing primarily on sustainable food security, increasing productivity, expanding
commercial agriculture, import substitution and income diversification.

Madam Speaker, in 2017-2018, we will continue production transformation through agricultural
diversification, improvement in drainage and irrigation systems, improvements in extension research,
extension and marketing, strengthening our regulatory framework governing issues pertinent to organic
farming methodology and groundwater management.

Madam Speaker, the FijiFirst Government will be pursuing interventions that will ensure food
security for all, specifically, access to safe food throughout the country, with a view to maintaining a
healthy and productive population by the implementation of the Fiji 2020 Agriculture Policy Agenda. It
is expected that the Policy will boost the economy and encourage private sector investment and
confidence.

Madam Speaker, because agricultural diversification is so fundamental to the wellbeing of the
green economy transition, | would like to spend my remaining time talking about what it will take to
achieve these developmental advances and share their benefits.

On livestock development, Madam Speaker, the Livestock Extension Services has been allocated
$0.8 million in the 2017-2018 Budget. Positive growth will continue in 2017-2018.

As an integral part of the Livestock Development Programme, Government has allocated funds
for Livestock Research and Development. This initiative will improve nutrition for all Fijians through
increased production of both, meat and eggs.

Agriculture Marketing Authority (AMA), Madam Speaker, is taking value addition to another
level. Improvement in the livelihood of our people remains a thrust for the FijiFirst Government as we
are advancing the cause of market access approach to value-added production and productivity from rural
farmers. AMA will continue to create an enabling environment for the promotion, development,
utilisation and exportation of agricultural commodities. In light of this, Government has allocated $5.6
million to enable AMA to support the marketing of agriculture commaodities for farmers in rural areas.

Madam Speaker, in respect of improve production and productivity in our agricultural sector, the
FijiFirst Government is introducing smart agricultural irrigation solutions. In view of this, the
Bainimarama-led Government has established a new Ministry of Waterways to address the growing
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threat in flooding due to the effects of climate change. Therefore, the Ministry is responsible for the
maintenance of drainage system and management of waterways around Fiji.

Madam Speaker, the Ministry is mandated to improve storm-water management, mitigate
flooding and improve the irrigation system.

Madam Speaker, given the critical nature of our water resources to agriculture and other sectors,
great importance must be placed on water planning, development and management. Taking due
cognizance of the effects of global warming on rainfall patterns and sea level rise, we recognise that our
systems must be improved. The objective of executing capital works in the medium term would,
therefore, be to improve drainage and irrigation system, which would contribute to the long-term aim of
achieving a high capacity drainage and irrigation system that actively contributes to improved agricultural
productivity and reduced incidences of flooding.

A holistic approach is necessary for proper management on both, technical and managerial level.
Therefore, in light of this, the Bainimarama-led Government has allocated a total budget of $24.2 million
for the Ministry of Waterways in the 2017-2018 Budget. To this end, the FijiFirst Government will work
to address the fundamental issues that are putting Fijian communities at risk by developing more-effective
flood management systems, introducing smart agricultural irrigation solutions, dredging waterways and
developing modern drainage guidelines and regulations.

Before I conclude, Madam Speaker, allow me to quote from Barry Commoner, who said and |
quote:

“If you ask what you are going to do about global warming, the only rational answer is
to change the way in which we do transportation, energy production, agriculture and a good
deal of manufacturing. The problem originates in human activity in the form of the production
of goods throughout the value chain.”

Therefore, Madam Speaker, agriculture is our wisest pursuit because it will, in the end, contribute mostly
to the country’s health and wealth, good moral and community happiness.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | commend this Budget to the House with the acronym SMART,
meaning Sustainable, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Tangible. Thank you, very much.

HON. SPEAKER.- I now give the floor to the Honourable Howard Politini.

HON. H.R.T. POLITINI.- Madam Speaker, the Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition, Honourable Cabinet Ministers and Honourable Members of Parliament; the
2017-2018 National Budget addresses a number of issues relating to the tourism industry, an industry that
is critical to the economic wellbeing of our nation and is important in many areas, particularly the
employment of Fijians, the contribution of foreign exchange, the spreading of the sources of foreign
income to mitigate against trading risks, and the development of a sound investment segment for Fijian
businesses.

In the last seven years, the tourism industry has enjoyed strong and continuous growth, even last
year when disruption related to TC Winston could have been expected to seriously impact the growth of
the industry. In fact, it did for a short time but like the rest of the country which also suffered under the
impact of the largest weather event ever experienced in the South Pacific, tourism recovery was fast and
industry determination helped drive tourism to even greater heights.

As the largest industry in the country and the largest employer of Fijians, tourism is critical to the
wellbeing and lifestyle of a large segment our Fijian population. Last year, the tourism industry
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contributed around 29 percent of our GDP, a significant amount in itself, but not the only significant thing
about the industry.

Madam Speaker, in the 2017-2018 National Budget which we are discussing today, after careful
analysis of the industry, the current trends and a number of things that will affect the industry and
extensive discussions with tourism stakeholders at all levels, our Government has budgeted a total of
$58.4 million which is an increase of $20.6 million from the previous budgeted amount of $37.8 million.
While this may appear to be a significant increase and it is, indeed, generous, the tourism industry has
grown so much over the last year that it is easy to justify such an increase.

Of the total amount of $58.4 million, $33.1 million is specifically allocated to Tourism Fiji, the
body tasked with promoting and developing tourism interests in all our international source markets
globally. This is an increase year on year of, of $5.5 million. This budget allocation was made to ensure
that the growth of last year could be secured and that further expected growth can indeed be achieved.

In the last two or three years, there has been a basic structural change in the ownership of hotels
and resorts in Fiji. In the past, a large number of major hotels and resort properties were owned and
operated by overseas companies. This meant that often decisions were made by executives not resident
in Fiji, decisions that would affect the basic foundation of the tourism industry.

It also meant that a large part of the income earned by creative use of Fiji’s amazing location and
pristine environment and our most important and unique tourism asset, our people, was sent offshore. So
amazing are our people, Madam Speaker, and so important to our tourism industry, that our message all
around the world is “Fiji, where happiness finds you” and the Bainimarama Government has strategies
in place to ensure that Fijians benefit more from the tourism industry than in the past.

Over the last 12 months to 18 months, there has been a big change in the ownership of the hotels
and resorts in Fiji, particularly in the upper end of the market, as Fiji owned companies move strongly
into the ownership of these assets. These companies are now in the position to be able to bring a strong
Fiji presence to the boardroom and to view strategic decisions from a Fiji point of view. They also retain
a significant amount of the earned funds in Fiji, where in previous years they were repatriated to the
owner’s homeland.

For that reason, the FijiFirst Government believes that added support is in the national interest
because now, a significantly higher percentage of the tourism income directly benefits Fijians. That is
not the only reason, we believe that the allocation in the budget, and particularly the amount of the
increased allocation directed to Tourism Fiji to strengthen our presence in the most important tourism
source markets, is a very worthwhile and constructive investment.

Over the last two years, there has been an incredible surge in new construction of resorts and
hotels. Some quite large hotels and resorts are planned, bringing new famous international brands into
the local market and a number of these are ready to commence operations. These are well known and
respected international brands, but the actual property remains in the hands of local investors, again
increasing the actual return to the Fiji economy, providing even more employment opportunities for Fiji
workers and the possibility for Fijian executives to join the international hotel management company and
follow an international career path.

But for Fijians to fully take advantage of the many opportunities, they will need formal industry
specific education. Recognising this, the Bainimarama Government has changed the rules of the Tertiary
Education Loans Scheme or TELS, to make it more flexible and easier to access for people who are
already employed in all levels of the tourism and hospitality industry.
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Because of the large number of additional hotels and resorts in the Fiji market now, there is a
clear need to create an increase in the number of visitor arrivals to fill the added room capacity. Again,
Tourism Fiji will be required to be at the forefront of these critical marketing efforts. The increase in
hotel and resort numbers will also allow good growth in the Meeting, Incentive, Conference and
Exhibition niche market, commonly referred to as the MICE market, which has good potential but has
been restrained due to the lack of sufficient venues over the previous months. But several of the new
resorts properties now have large convention centres which have a seating capacity of over a thousand
participants at any one time.

Madam Speaker, the Bainimarama Government has consistently supported the tourism industry
through budget allocations to assist with the necessary task of marketing Fiji in our source markets and
through a number of targeted initiatives, such as Sports Tourism of international standards, such as the
Fiji International Golf Tournament at Nadaloa, Super Rugby Matches here in Suva, International Surfing
Association Competition at Namotu and Tavarua’s cloud break last year, and in 10 months’ time from
24th May to 27th May, 2018, the Hash House Harriers or H3, will be celebrating their 21st anniversary
with over 5,000 participants and their families gracing our shores with a cross-country run event in the
highlands of Nadi. These events, Madam Speaker, provided huge media coverage, especially television,
and exposed our beautiful country around the world.

Through this consistency and level of support, an attitude was created throughout the tourism
industry that Government action had underpinned the growth and that tourism in Fiji was a secure and
exciting business investment. This is why there has been such a marked growth in the range and quality
of the infrastructure, particularly the construction of hotels and resorts, and the renovation and expansion
of existing properties.

Indeed, only two years ago, a new integrated tourism resort, Denarau Waters, was started on the
undeveloped half of Denarau Island. When completed, this project will more than double the tourism
infrastructure currently on Denarau, and is located in the heart of the Fiji’s tourism area. Denarau Waters
is the largest tourism development in the South Pacific and represents a commitment of over hundreds of
millions of dollars, providing a good level of employment right now in its construction phases, and huge
number of jobs in the hotels, resorts and mariner once completed.

Without the belief and the support of the Bainimarama-led Government in maintaining a strong
tourism industry, this development and many others like it, would not have taken place. Denarau Waters
will have a number of hotels and resorts and already, over $130 million in land sales have been completed.
There are many other examples of the impact of this investor confidence created by our consistent support
for the marketing of Fiji tourism and Fiji is unquestionably the most developed tourism destination in the
South Pacific. There is also no sign of the growth and development slowing down in the foreseeable
future.

The Bainimarama-led Government, Madam Speaker, is determined to spread the tourism dollar
right around Fiji, so that as many people as possible are able to benefit from our leading industry and to
assist with the marketing of smaller properties. The allocation for tourism made in the National Budget
will assist in doing this. There has also been a great deal of investment in a number of products, offering
tourists unique and high quality experiences using the remarkable pristine Fiji environment. Most of
these are locally funded, and all provide employment and a career opportunities for our people. The run-
on effect of tourism dollars entering Fiji is widespread and the industry has a place in the lives of almost
every Fijian family in some way.

Madam Speaker, in developing the National Budget, many priorities had to be addressed and the
Bainimarama-led Government has carefully reviewed all the needs and allocated the available funds
accordingly. Past experience has shown us that Tourism Fiji is very creative in the use of allocated funds
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and managed to significantly increase the impact of their marketing activity in the source markets through
creative communication strategies, drawing more visitors for each dollar invested than most of our
competitive destinations.

Many of these other tourist destinations, Madam Speaker, have larger promotional budgets than
Fiji can commit, but as with most things Fijian, we are constantly punching above our weight. Tourism
Fiji is actively backed by our industry partners, particularly by our national airline, Fiji Airways, and
major hotels and resorts, so that a unified message reaches our target markets across the globe.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride and a sense of certainty that the future of Fiji tourism, our
largest and fastest growing industry, will continue to enjoy the success it has achieved over the past years,
and that the 2017-2018 National Budget allocation will be well used to ensure that the success trend
continues to ascend to greater heights.

Madam Speaker, I, therefore, fully support the 2017-2018 Appropriation Bill, tabled in this august
House by the Honourable Attorney-General and Honourable Minister for Economy.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
HON. SPEAKER.- | now give the floor to the Honourable Professor Birman Prasad.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Madam Speaker, as | listened to the Budget speech on 29th June,
2017, and the contributions from the Government side, | kept coming back to one thought, that after the
Government changes next year, how much work there are you going to do?

(Laughter)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- The Honourable Minister promised us a short speech, instead he
gave us about an hour and a half monologue on how fantastic the Fiji economy was. In fact, the
Honourable Prime Minister weighed in as well yesterday, so let me begin by talking about that.

The Honourable Minister talked about the size of the economy, he talked about the continuous
economic growth, and he talked about foreign reserve. But, Madam Speaker, let us remember what he
did not talk about. He skipped over the rising tide of Government debt, now over $5 billion, and one
way or another these debts are to be paid by both, our current generation as well as future generations.

HON. OPPOSITION MEMBERS.- Hear, hear!

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- More tax revenue will be needed to pay the interest on the debt.
Just from the Estimates, Madam Speaker, total debt servicing in the year 2015-2016 was almost a billion
dollars - $992 million. In 2017-2018, against a revenue of $3.8 billion, you have $525 million debt
servicing. It is not something that we can ignore, Madam Speaker, because that means we have to
constantly find more revenue which means more tax, which means more burden to the people.

Interestingly, Madam Speaker, the Honourable Minister also did not talk about the jobs in the
economy because the Government has nothing much to report, and he did not talk about why the income
of Fiji’s poorest people have not improved. So, Madam Speaker, these are some of the things | want to
talk about in my Budget response today.

Madam Speaker, | also want to talk about the broad economic policy areas which the NFP, if it
comes to Government, will drive change. The vision for the Fijian economy, Madam Speaker, it was
quite hilarious that the Government suddenly discovered after10 years in the job that the Budget is a
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strategic exercise, not just year by year allocation of Government and taxpayers’ funds, but you need a
strategy and we are asking; what is your strategy for the economy? The Government seems to be making
it up as it goes along.

Last year’s slogan was green growth, now what we are all hearing about is climate adaptation.
All that is very good, we have no problems with that. And while the Honourable Prime Minister travels
around the world giving speeches about it, the global economy, Madam Speaker, continues to develop
further. There are many other areas in which it is growing.

Madam Speaker, the Government has effectively presided over an economy built on tourism,
built on government spending and overseas remittances. This is an economic vision that requires actually
zero imagination. Tourism is an established industry, and it grows by itself. It is true that the Government
gives it money for marketing, but if you look at the 25 percent tax, it is really just a fraction of what the
amount is. In fact, in some ways that tax itself, Madam Speaker, is making Fiji an uncompetitive tourism
destination. This explains why Government’s ambitious targets of tourism numbers have not been met.

The Government’s next idea to grow the economy, Madam Speaker, is to give away taxes, such
as income tax, VAT, et cetera. It is very good to raise the income threshold for income tax, but if you do
not earn more than $16,000 in income, this is no really help to you.

Finally, Madam Speaker, we have overseas remittances. Our people are using their skills to grow
other countries’ economies. They send back their wages and salaries to Fiji. What Fiji citizens need,
Madam Speaker, is a government with a strong and long term vision. We need to know what the
Government understands, we need to know that the Government actually understands how the world
economy works. They need to understand how Fiji will take opportunities from the global economy,
they also need to know that the Government is listening to the idea, the people must know that the
Government is actually listening to their ideas and willing to be criticised.

Madam Speaker, one of the first things that the NFP will do in Government is to bring back the
annual National Economic Summit. This will be a two or three day annual meeting with all its sectors of
the economy, including businesses, the unions, social and community organisations, resources owners
and representatives of the poor, so they are able to communicate freely not, just with the Government but
also with each other. Working together we can share ideas and create strategies and opportunities. The
National Economic Summit will have a full time secretariat which will continue to work with the
stakeholders throughout the year to implement the idea that have been created and the strategies that have
been shared.

Right now, Madam Speaker, Government’s economic consultations are actually carefully
statements. It is usually reported by the Fiji Sun with pictures of Ministers all over the place and
sometimes only the locations also change.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- The Government’s latest brain wave has been to consult high
school students, obviously in a bid to first time voters; that is fine. But the point is, all the economic
consultations are fed through Government and come back out through Government.

This Government, Madam Speaker, in my view is obsessed with controlling every dialogue and
every idea. We want the stakeholders in the Fiji economy to work with each other. Government must
play its role in creating the right economic political climate for investment. It must build infrastructure, it
must regulate sensibly and sensitively, but it must then get out of the way and let the people of Fiji work
with each other.
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Madam Speaker, opportunities are in abundance, for example, if you look at the demand for
timber, which has been increasing. We have a vast land area for forestry, but we are still importing wood
for construction. So these are areas where we need to look at in terms of new ideas, Madam Speaker.

The demand for food worldwide is increasing, Madam Speaker, and the question we have to ask
is, why have we not been able to attract some big agricultural investors into the economy? Our people
have a strong advantage over many other countries. We are educated, English is our language which is
becoming a global language, and we shut off the tax incentive for example, Madam Speaker, to have call
centres in 2009, and yet if you look at the statistics, the call centre industry employs fewer than 2,000
people. So it has taken a while for us to get there.

Madam Speaker, | agree with the Honourable Minister for Trade when he said that young people
want to get into business and become entrepreneurs; that is true. Fewer people will work in wage
employment, we understand that. More and more people will work for themselves and in small and
medium enterprises, Madam Speaker.

In particular, Madam Speaker, this is a way in which many of our young people will use the
technology, use the knowledge around the world and deal with their peers and pick up ideas and do things.

But what they need, Madam Speaker, is very simple, uncomplicated tools for getting into
business. They do not want to waste their time going through all the bureaucracies, filling forms and all
the rest of it. Government’s vision, Madam Speaker, for small and medium enterprises is really a joke
when you look at all these restrictions.

Fiji’s World Bank ranking for starting a business is 155 out of 189.
HON. OPPOSITION MEMBERS.- (Inaudible interjections)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- A few months ago the Honourable Minister for Industry, Trade
and Tourism said the Government was going to address this. In fact, Madam Speaker, he almost
suggested that this pathetic ranking was not the Government’s fault. It was all the fault of lawyers and
accountants who were deliberately slowing down things to make money for themselves.

Madam Speaker, it has become a habit of this Government to blame everyone else. The
Honourable Minister for Trade again reportedly blaming professional people for slowing down
investment. The Honourable Minister of Economy, the other day, labelled supermarket owners and
distributors as bandits. The Honourable Minister for Health even blamed people for being sick. The
Honourable Minister for Education used to blame teachers for poor quality. | mean this is a very clear
sign, Madam Speaker, that this is a Government that is out of ideas and there is no vision. The other issue,
Madam Speaker that has been lauded by speakers from the Government side is about delivery but all that
has been glossed over because if you look at the real problem with this Government, it is actually the
delivery of their promises.

And my question is, if you cannot deliver then do not promise. Every year the budget promises
fantastic things; new roads, schools, healthcare upgrades, welfare payments and the list goes on and we
see Honourable Ministers travelling around the country closely followed by Fiji Sun, of course, to be
photographed alongside new water supplies, solar panels and the rest of it. But the facts as the Honourable
Minister for Economy himself confessed that the Government cannot do the work that it has promised all
the time. And that is a good confession; honest confession.

What did the Honourable Minister tell us that last year’s projected budget deficit of 4.7 percent
of GDP will only be 2 percent? This is because there are unforeseen delays in the implementation, this is
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what the Honourable Minister said, ““... unforeseen delays in implementation was on the capital projects
as a result of bad weather, shortage of materials and non-availability of construction companies.”

In other words we did not deliver, yes.
(Laughter)

This is a Government, Madam Speaker, which cannot plan around a bad weather. This is a
Government which does not have a plan to build projects around bad weather.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- It cannot plan ahead to get the building materials it needs and it
blames construction companies for not being available. If you cannot plan these things properly, Madam
Speaker, why promise them at all, why promise them.

HON. GOVT. MEMBER .- (Inaudible)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Madam Speaker, ask the victims of Cyclone Winston how well
this Government has delivered; ask them. The disaster’s Help for Homes Initiatives has done nothing
except waste tens of millions dollars of taxpayer’s money, enrich some of the hardware companies and
shatter people’s hopes; people who waited for materials to arrive and when they arrived, sometimes the
cement arrived, the timber did not arrive. By the time the timber arrived, the cement had gone bad.

(Laughter)
This is the reality, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, let me give you another example of the delivery. A few weeks ago the Chief
Executive of the Fiji Roads Authority suddenly resigned. His resignation as was announced was for
personal reasons. Only a few days ago he told Pacific Beat - ABC that the Government and FRA board
had and I quote “unrealistic expectations about how to repair Fiji’s transport infrastructure” and the story
goes on. Fiji has suffered from trying to initiate cosmetics quick fix solutions but the roads cannot be
fixed properly without a long term sustainable plan.

These are examples, Madam Speaker, where public money is recklessly being allocated and
recklessly being spent.

Cost of living and raising income, Madam Speaker.
HON. OPPOSITION MEMBER.- Tell them.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Madam Speaker, if you read the newspapers, you will talk to the
people, you will hear that the cost of living is one of the key concerns. Government, however, says, “This
is all wrong”. They tell us that it is the fault of politicians when we talk about cost of living for politicising
the issue, and greedy supermarket owners who are charging too much; these are the reasons we get.

Madam Speaker, it is not just the cost of living, it is that incomes have not risen, particularly for
the poorest people in our country and we need to understand that it is not just the cost of living, it is the
income that has not risen. If the Government actually thinks that increasing social welfare allowances,
social pension allowances, subsidise bus fares, raising the tax threshold will solve this problem, it is not
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going to be helpful in the long term, Madam Speaker. | will give you an example, the Government has
increased the tax threshold from $16,000 to $30,000.

In some way, Madam Speaker this was not well thought out because what it does, it actually puts
in a rough calculation of about $266 a month. For us as well, people like Members of Parliament and
Ministers who are earning more than $30,000 so in fact a better option would have been to give rebate
directly to those earning between $16,000 to $30,000. We are going to get more money. We do not need
that. People earning above $30,000 ....

HON. GOVT. MEMBER.- (Inaudible interjection)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- That is a fact, Madam Speaker. We are going to get more in our
pockets as well, not just people between $16,000 to $30,000.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- So this is the way in which the taxation policy have been enacted.

The other issue, Madam Speaker, is about minimum wage. Raising it to $2.68 is actually a joke.

Madam Speaker, when we suggested a higher minimum wage rate or when we suggested a living
wage, we were being criticised. We believe that this must be introduced in consultation with employers
and other stakeholders and that must be the target, Madam Speaker, and that would be our target. We
will work towards a living wage, a living wage that is commensurate with the cost of living. Let me come
back to, Madam Speaker, on the Civil Service Reforms very quickly.

Madam Speaker, the Civil Service pay rise, let me just speak on ....

HON. SPEAKER.- You may pause, we will give you extra time.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Let me just come back on the Civil Service wage rise, Madam Speaker. In fact, 14.3 percent
average pay rise for civil servants equates to about 1.43 percent each for the last 10 years. Soitis a
catching-up exercise, but let me just talk about this contract, Madam Speaker.

A memorandum from the Ministry of Education clearly states that teachers whose employment
is permanent will not get the pay rise if they do not sign the contract. | consider this actually blackmail it
is holding a civil servant to ransom. Let me just give you, Madam Speaker, very quickly, | have a copy

of the contract dated 4™ July, 2017.

HON. SPEAKER.- Honourable Member, it is difficult for me to control the noise because a lot
of noise is coming your own colleagues.

HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- Some of these provisions are as follows:
1. Renewal of the contract is at the absolute discretion of the Government.

2. Civil servant irrevocably agrees that non-renewal of the contract will not give rise to any
course of action whatsoever against the Government.
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3. The duration of the contract expires immediately upon a civil servant reaching the
retirement age of 55.

4. Renewal of the contract is subject to Government requiring the services of the civil
servant and that too if he or she agrees to enter into another contract on mutually agreed
terms, the decision of the Government to transfer a civil servant on the existing terms
under contract anywhere in Fiji is final.

5. Government has the right to change or vary the contract at any time.
Madam Speaker, these are not the type of contracts that will instil confidence in the Civil Service.

Sugar industry, Madam Speaker, a lot has been said. Let me just very quickly say that we have
better information and let me just say that the Fiji Times articles on the plight of the farmers was very
very interesting. It reminded the rest of us of the importance of the industry, the mess that it is in, and
most importantly the farmers and their families have human faces and human problems. They and their
families are not just thousands of faceless people, so really the Government has continuously denied that
it is their responsibility. They are responsible for the demise of the sugar industry and the state in which
the industry is in today, and the solutions that they are coming up with are not going to turn that around.

HON. GOVERNMENT MEMBER .- Sit down!
HON. PROF. B.C. PRASAD.- | still have time.

Our vision for the economy, Madam Speaker. | regret this year that | only have 20 minutes to
speak and | am sure the Government is actually relieved about that, but they should not rest too
comfortably, so I want to be clear about NFP’s vision for the economy. This is what we want.

Firstly, we will renew and invigorate the National Economic Summit process, as | have said. We
will slash the red tape and simplify the rules and regulations for all investors, whether they are large
foreign corporations or young people who wish to market, for example, we will simplify the tax system
and ensure that it is attractive to foreign and local investors and that people spend less time worrying
about whether they had met all the rules and regulations. We will hold nation-wide consultations on the
issues that are vital for Fiji going forward; land-use, education, sugar industry, health and housing. This
will be the focus of the NFP Government, Madam Speaker.

We, in the NFP, will have a lot to say about these things in the coming weeks and months so the
people of Fiji, we say, “Enjoy the benefits that the Government has given you. After all, it is your money

they are spending but better government, better economic management is coming. Change is coming.”

HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you, Honourable Members, we will now suspend Parliament for
refreshments and resume at 11.30 a.m.

The Parliament adjourned at 11.00 a.m.
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The Parliament resumed at 11.31 a.m.

HON. SPEAKER.- Honourable Members, | now call upon the Honourable Salote Radrodro to
have the floor.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- | thank you, Madam Speaker. The Honourable Prime Minister, the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition, Honourable Members, | take this opportunity to respond to the
2017-2018 Budget.

First of all, a big thank you and vinaka vakalevu to all the civil servants for working so hard in
putting this Budget together. My response will basically cover a broader overview; secondly, the Ministry
of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation; and thirdly, the Ministry of Civil Service.

Madam Speaker, let me begin and echo Proverbs 16:8 which says: “Better is a little with
righteousness than great revenues with injustice.”

To those watching television and listening to the radio, please, listen carefully and remember this,
that this FijiFirst Government has lost its way and this 2017-2018 Budget will drag Fiji further down the
road of disaster and chaos. As such, Madam Speaker, | do not support this Budget.

Madam Speaker, | urge the citizens of this nation, including those sitting on the opposite side to
stand up and be counted before it is too late. Madam Speaker, this Budget aims to make people feel good
but there will be great disappointment when reality kicks in and as they say, “The devil is in the details”
and all those nasties will appear when policies are being implemented to actualise these promises and we
must remember that nothing is free except for the air that we breathe, o keda ga na lewe ni vanua eda na
sauma.

Working and staying at home or in villages, or even beggars on the streets, we all pay taxes,
especially the 9 percent VAT and | must say, Madam Speaker, that the Fiji people are much wiser today
than the Government thinks.

Madam Speaker, on the development plans, this Government has failed to produce the five-year
and the 20-year development plans so we ask, “Where is this Budget being based?”” We heard yesterday
that this is a forward-looking budget, that it is a visionary budget but without a plan, how can you say
that? Even this plan does not have a theme, they have ran out of themes, Madam Speaker. First they
started with “Turning Promises into Deeds”, promises never actualised, promises were never achieved so
now they just kept quiet, no theme.

So Madam Speaker with this elections budget, the Government has tried to the numb the people
with numbers, fool them with lyrics that seems to be the concept upon which this budget is predicated.
Furthermore, Madam Speaker, this Government is most dictatorial, careless and inhumane.

Dictatorial because political power is concentrated only in the hands of two people. Who
individually holds more than three ministerial portfolios and I believe, Madam Speaker, they control more
than 50 percent of the budget of the nation. Madam Speaker, history has proven that leaders with so
much political power will be forced someday, sooner or later, to give way to common sense and the will
of the people.

Madam Speaker the Government has been careless and irresponsible. Look at the poor quality of
our roads which goes under maintenance soon after the millions of dollars had been poured in and what
is even more painful is that most of that money flies out of the country because the companies engaged
with our road works, are from where? From overseas.
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Madam Speaker, this arrangement further pushed our Public Works Department (PWD) workers
into unemployment and pushed affected people, affected families into hardship and poverty. Madam
Speaker, the Government has failed to address our basic needs. It has not empowered our people, has not
ensured anyone’s survival except the Government Ministers and their cronies, and it is very obvious that
we will not be moving forward after this elections budget.

Madam Speaker, the Government is also anti-people and especially the poor. A huge number of
our population had been left behind, still trapped in the jaws of poverty particularly those who lost their
homes during TC Winston. They are still in incomplete houses, they are still in tents because the cash
grant assistance of $7,000 is just simply too small. And | ask the Ministers responsible, can you build a
house with $7,000 compliant with the Government Building Standards that you have been talking about?
Of course not. So why did the Government do that? Do they really care about the people of this nation?
| will leave that for the people to answer themselves.

Madam Speaker, this Government boasts doubling of our Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The
GDP growth in itself is an unreliable indicator in our circumstances and certainly should not be given as
evidence of overall development. SODELPA and the women of Fiji are concerned about growth and
development because without development growth is not sustainable, and it is the real development
indicators that truly determine the sustainability of economic growth. Not the manipulation of statistics,
purely to bring fleeting comfort to the listeners.

So, Madam Speaker, we ask the question given the GDP, can our people afford housing? Can
our people afford to buy food? Do they have secure jobs? Can they access reliable public healthcare?
Can they trust the justice system? Are they safe? Madam Speaker, | believe the answer to all those is a
big fat No! No! No!

Madam Speaker, on the expected total Government budgeted debt which says is $5.2 billion, if
we take the Government’s contingent liability of around $1.5 billion, this brings it to a total debt level of
$6.7 billion. Instead we are only hearing $5.2 billion. So all these $6.7 billion will be paid by taxpayers.
What would be the percentage of GDP of the $6.7 billion debt level?

Madam Speaker, now we also see the Whole of Government Financial Audit Report and we
question Government. When will the updated Audit Report for Government companies be presented in
this House, especially where Government is giving guarantees - FSC?

Madam Speaker, moving onto Climate Change. A lot has been said about Climate Change and
COP23 including the new environment tax of 10 cents on plastic bags which everyone pays. But, Madam
Speaker the biggest concern here is the problem of improper waste disposal which still remains a big
threat to our environment and it would do a lot of good for Fiji that we first act locally before going
globally.

Proper waste management was something I highlighted in this House in my maiden speech and |
continue to highlight in this House, but nothing or very little has been done by the Honourable Minister
or Ministry responsible. The Local Government Act still has not been reviewed, the Local Government
Elections still not conducted, areas like Tacirua Heights still waiting for the white goods disposal
arrangement and informal communities in Tacirua, Tovata, Lagere, Kalabu, Khalsa Road and many more
still do not have proper waste disposal, and until and unless these problems are resolved, our environment
still remains under wraps and the Honourable Minister Koroilavesau’s efforts in trying to clean up our
shorelines will still be a big problem.

Madam Speaker, there was an allocation of $2 million in 2016 for a Waste Transfer Station in the
Central Division but up until now, nothing has eventuated. May | remind the Honourable Minister that
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the people of Lagere are not opposed to the project or to the idea, they are opposed to the location.
Location! Location! Location! Honourable Minister, take it somewhere else.

Madam Speaker, where is the people centred focussed in this Budget. There are many reasons
why under this FijiFirst Government we have been witnessing a slide in all governance and human
development indicators. Principal among them is the failure of this Government to recognise the true
nature of democracy and the only faithful way to deliver in democratic spirit.

Madam Speaker, the true nature of democracy lies in the critical link between politics and service.
Time and time again we have seen the Government oscillates between two equally inadequate
methodologies. They see the State as either an omnipotent centripetal force where the State decides and
does everything with reference to the people or they perceive the condition as a demonstration of the
power of market forces and allow those forces to take charge of the situation to the peril of the people.

The FijiFirst Government either put the State in the centre or the market forces in the centre but
never the people. Never the people in making for a fundamental flow in each such processes. But Madam
Speaker, the vision of SODELPA has always been and remains that putting people first. We are all about
people and that is true democracy something that this FijiFirst Government knows nothing about.

Government views with disdain any protest from the people and consequentially fails to take
notice of the concerns and objections raised by the people prior to entering into a dubious agreement with
an industry. For example, take the case Shirley Park in Lautoka. Madam Speaker, at every turn this
Government adopts a top-down approach even for the most sensitive of issues namely the 2013
Constitution. Look at the way this Government’s irresponsible governance in forcing the 2013
Constitution upon the people of Fiji and then comes up with a Constitution Public Holiday and naming a
street just outside this building to try and force the people into acceptance.

Madam Speaker, in true genuine democracy public protest is an effective way to embarrass
Government into some kind of response. But in Fiji public protest is controlled by the Government Public
Order Act. Ask Jope, the leader of SODLEPA Youth who was removed by the Police from the street for
his individual peaceful protest in support of UN Remembrance Day of those that had been tortured and
even died in the hands of Police custody. But, Madam Speaker let us never forget that the voice of the
people is the voice of God and the people will not be silenced.

Madam Speaker, moving on to casino, have the people been consulted? Are they ready for this
type of development? People have raised their concerns and reservations against the casino business as
was the case in the previous casino project. Our youths are victims of high unemployment rate, high
activity of criminal activities, increase in the use of marijuana and even hard drugs like cocaine, which is
easily accessible in the streets.

These are symptoms of moral decline, symptoms of social decay ...

HON. MEMBER.- (Inaudible interjection)

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- ... and this casino business will only further aggravate our social
problems and financial burdens. So, Madam Speaker, these again demonstrate the Government’s
bulldozing tactics of giving precedence to economic growth over the voices of the people.

Madam Speaker, having people at the centre of policy formulation and implementation is simply
the best workable option. Our people are smart, innovative and accommodating. Consulting them is the
counter-guarantee against failures. This Government clearly does not understand that it is the centrality
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of people in the state of affairs that makes good the affairs of the state. This is why they are incapable of
empowering the people themselves as the central strategy for sustainable economic development.

(Honourable Members interject)

HON. S.VV. RADRODRO.- Madam Speaker, the people of Fiji are not fools. They know that this
FijiFirst Government has caused the inflationary spiral which has robbed them of their value of incomes.
They know that the promises are never kept. They know that the poor and the working poor had been
have been made worst off and that neither this Budget nor the ones before have offered any solution.

And, Madam Speaker, during this Budget response time, Government Ministers boast about their
accomplishments, but the public know their failures. People are still living in tents; rural secondary
schools are not accessible to electricity, thereby these secondary schools do not have computer
laboratories.

Traffic jams are worse off. People have to trace high food prices. We have to pay for private
treatment as the health sector crumbles and we have to hide behind burglar proof houses in fear of the
criminals. There is no hope under this Government nor any new solutions.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- More and more people are recognising this and realise that as long as
this FijiFirst Government is in control, our standard of living will continue to fall and our children will
have no real future.

Madam Speaker, moving on to mobile phones. There is a claim that there are more mobile phone
SIM cards than actual people, but Madam Speaker, that will only ring true if the Honourable Minister for
Economy gets VVodafone to repair the tower, which went down during TC Winston and is still down so
that communication in the Tikina of Mualevu and surrounding islands in Vanua Balavu can be resolved.

Madam Speaker, on our health system, our healthcare system is collapsing. The newspaper carry
healthcare problems almost on daily basis. And apart from that, Madam Minister, how many of you sitting
that side have ever visited the Maternity Unit at CWM recently?

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Are you sure?

Thank you, Madam Speaker. | think you must have gone with a blindfold.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Madam Speaker, the CWM extension of the Maternity Unit was
given $1.3 million in 2016; $3 million in 2016 to 2017; and $9.5 million in the 2017-2018
Budget.

But Madam Speaker, you go there but you do not see any work or any improvement done. So the
question is, where is all this money being directed to? Likewise, the new Nausori Hospital.

In 2016, $2 million was allocated there but nothing actualised and that project does not appear in
this Budget anymore. So maybe that Nausori Hospital has gone out the window.
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Madam Speaker, the trend is the same in other ministries. For example, new town development
in Nabouwalu in Bua; $1.9 million was allocated in 2016; $1 million in 2017-2018 and $5.6 million in
2017 to 2018. but nothing has actualised in there. Nothing happened, even the Government’s station, right
next to the market, went down after TC Winston and still nothing has been done about it.

And Madam Speaker, may | ask people watching TV, listening to the radio and also in this House,
what do we call a government that continues to make false promises? And what can we do to make the
change?

Madam Speaker, let us move on to the Children, Women and Poverty Alleviation. On the Poverty
Alleviation, we have heard that there is a good increase in allowance and people are thankful for that, but
let me put poverty into context.

Poverty Benefit of $35, plus $50 food voucher is equal to $85 a month, and that is about $2.83 a
day. Child Protection Scheme is $69 a month and that is $2.30 a day. And all that, the Government is
doing, helping the poor to live at about $2 a day.

But then, look at the Ministers? For a base salary of $200,000, a Minister earns about $555 a day
and if perks are included, it will go to about a $1000 or even more. And if on duty travel, it would be even
more and more and more. But, Madam Speaker, | would have given an accurate calculation if Ministers’
salaries were available in the ministerial payroll, but it is being managed by a private sector, a private
firm, we do not know how much that firm is being paid. So, Madam Speaker, let us look at the Women...

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. A. SAYED-KHAIYUM.- Point of Order, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the
Honourable Radrodro has said that the Minister’s salaries are being managed by a private firm. Can she
please tell us which private firm because | can tell this House, Madam Speaker as she would know, it is
provided in the Estimates, it is managed through the Ministry of Economy. She should actually withdraw
that and actually apologise for misleading Parliament.

HON. S.VV. RADRODRO.- Madam Speaker, that was the information....

HON. SPEAKER.- Thank you. Honourable Members, as | have mentioned previously, it is very
important that you present accurate information and data in this Parliament. And the onus is on you to
validate your information. So | would ask you to please be more accurate.

(Chorus of interjections)
HON. S.VV. RADRODRO.- Can | continue?
HON. SPEAKER.- Next time. Please continue.

HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Madam Speaker, moving on to the Women, the Honourable Prime
Minister says a lot of good things, good commitments about the women empowerment and development
in the overseas scene. But it is very disappointing and | am always disappointed on how small the
budgetary allocation is for women. And, Madam Speaker, the budgetary allocation is the numerical
expression of the Government’s mandate on how they view the women of Fiji. So with that kind of $4.4
million,that is so insufficient to be able to effectively implement the Women’s Plan of Action and the
National Gender Policy.

(Hon. Member interjects)
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HON. S.V. RADRODRO.- Madam Speaker, the SODELPA Government is serious about
narrowing the gender gap by policy review through gender lenses and will adopt a gender responsive
budget and temporary special measures that would enable an essential and greater understanding of the
impact of policies and gender to address the entrenched economic disadvantages. Thank you.

Now moving on to the Civil Service, Madam Speaker, the Honourable Minister for Economy
flaunted the salary increases for Civil Service as if it was something really big, but he forgot the 5 percent
pay cut in 2007 and that was restored in 2014.

HON. SPEAKER.- Honourable Radrodro, that was the second bell? Jeanette, was that the first
or second bell?

DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL.- Second.

HON. SPEAKER.-There were so many interjections and we did not hear the first bell, but that
was the second bell. Thank you very much, Honourable Radrodro. I will now call upon the Honourable
Dr. Brij Lal to have the floor.

HON. DR. B. LAL.- Madam Speaker, the Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable Leader of
Opposition, Honourable Ministers and Honourable Members of Parliament: bula re! Kindly lend me
your ears for the next eight minutes.

| rise to support the 2017-2018 Budget presented to the Parliament by the Honourable Minister
for Economy on Thursday, 29th June, 2017.

Madam Speaker, allow me to sincerely thank the Honourable Minister for Economy and his team
for the effort put in, in preparing this Budget. This is one of the most powerful budgets that Fiji has ever
had.

HON. DR. B. LAL.-The dreams of the generation that build Fiji on the belief with hope and hard
work, they could deliver a better future for themselves and for their children, and their children’s children
can now be realized.

Our economy is strong and continues to grow from strength to strength. The indicators show that
Fiji is moving in the right direction. The business confidence is strong and labour market conditions and
our tourism industry continues to boom.

(Hon. Member interjects)

HON. DR. B. LAL.- Madam Speaker, the FijiFirst plan is clear. Smart ambitious investments in
people through reforms, in communities through SMEs and high growth in industries leads to
opportunities. Opportunities leads to jobs, jobs lead to more confidence. The Government’s role in all of
this is to lend support to those who are driving us forward and make sure everyone has a real and fair
chance to success. This means ensuring our most basic needs are met.

Madam Speaker, | will limit my speech to the housing assistance provided to the first home
buyers. Fiji has moved 47 years ahead of Independence. Governments have come, they have ruled and
they have gone.

(Hon. Member interjects)
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HON. DR. B. LAL.- The country has achieved something and there is much more that needs to
be achieved. As the saying goes; “your life does not get better by chance, it gets better by change” — the
words of Jim Rohn.

(Chorus of interjections)

HON. DR. B. LAL.- That is the change that this Bainimarama-led FijiFirst Government is
bringing and our actions and decisions of today will shape the way our Fijians will be living in the future.

This Budget will enable us to build a more responsible society, a society where this Government
will back those who work hard and do the right thing; will look after its elderly; disabled, youths; women;
the workforce and the ordinary citizens. Building this society is not possible without placing sound
welfare initiatives.

Robert Kiyosaki once said, “ There are those who make things happen, there are those who watch
things happen and there are those who say what happened”.

(Laughter)
In our case here, this FijiFirst Government is making things happen.

| want to stress that a lot of young people will genuinely need a roof over their heads. They want
to own a house and live a life of their own. Every person has a hope to own a house but this is becoming
extremely difficult due to high costs of lands, building materials, the demand by carpenters for hourly
wages and other family needs.

The value of owning a house was realized by our Girmitiyas in the early 1800s and 1900s, as some
of you may have read in my book: Forgotten Struggles of Fiji Girmit.” They really emphasized on the
building a house for themselves and their children. Everyone needs a house regardless of race or religion
or where you live.

The Constitution requires that Government use resources available to it to achieve the progressive
realization of the rights of every person to accessible and adequate housing.

Owning a house is an investment. If you rent a house, the monthly rent that you pay goes for
ever. Owning a house means you do not necessarily have to pay interest on the loans. The value of your
house will go up over the years. You will enjoy having something that is yours.

In 2012, the Reserve Bank of Fiji established a housing facility for low-income first house owners.
The RBF channelled $25 million through the Housing Authority of Fiji. The applicants were those who
earned below $16,500 annually and were charged interest at the rate of 6 percent per annum.

In 2014, the threshold for applicants was raised to $25,000. The RBF dropped its interest rate
from 6 percent to 5 percent and the Housing Authority from 2 percent to 1 percent, 180 first home buyers
were assisted, 66 customers purchased readily built houses and 114 first home buyers purchased
residential leases and constructed their first homes.

In 2015, the RBF allocated $25 million to Housing Authority, at an interest of 5 percent. The
Ministry of Housing and Environment assisted 374 first home buyers; 192 purchased readily built homes
and 162 purchased residential leases and built their homes.
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In the 2016-2017 Budget, the RBF allocated $25 million to the Housing Authority at a rate of 1
percent. The applicants qualified if they earned up to $25,000 per year. In the first quarter, 118 first
home buyers were assisted.

According to the 2017-2018 Budget, the RSB has allocated a sum of $60 million to the Housing
Authority to assist first home buyers. The funds will be made available at 1 percent to the bank which
will lend it at a maximum of 5 percent. The threshold for applicant is those who earn below $50,000 a
year. This will give an opportunity to some 1,200-plus new first home owners to own a house.

Madam Speaker, if I was asked to name the chief benefit of a house, I would say, “the house
shelters the day dreaming, the house protects the dreamer and the house allows one to dream in peace”.

A house is made of walls and beams for which money is provided by Government but inside the
house is the home which is built with love and dreams that is why we call it 'Home Sweet Home’. This
is the place to find happiness, which the FijiFirst Government does not want to deny to any of our citizens.

Madam Speaker, the FijiFirst Government has shown, and will continue to show national
leadership in housing. These are good signs of the plan that is working well. That is why we will continue
to invest in our people, our communities and our economy while maximising every dollar and ensuring
it is spent well. We must remember that we are preparing Fiji for the future of the future.

We all know that governing is not a popularity contest. It is about doing what is right for our
country, not just for today, but for the long term and that is what the FijiFirst Government is determined
to do. Our values, our stories, our cultures shine for the world. Our national resources and natural beauty
are unparalleled, allowing us to share the joys of building a campfire (a scouting term) with our kids,
senior and visitors.

| strongly encourage our youths to invest in a house, with the finance that is available to them.
Remember, your attitude and your choices that you make today will help you to build a house that you
will live in tomorrow. Build wisely for the opportunities given so that you can proudly say “my home
offers affection, security and happiness to my life and | am very proud of my house.”

Twenty-years from now, you will be more disappointed by the things you did not do, compared
to what you did. So, throw off your bowlines, sail away from the safe harbour, catch the trade winds in
the sail. Explore, dream, dream, discover and build your house while the FijiFirst sun is shining.

(Chorus of interjections)
HON. DR. B. LAL.- God Bless every Fijian. Thank you.
HON.SPEAKER.- Thank you, I now give the floor to the Honourable Netani Rika.

HON. LT. COL. N. RIKA.- Madam Speaker, the Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable
Leader of Opposition, Honourable Ministers and Honourable Members of Parliament: | rise to make my
contribution in support of the 2017-2018 National Budget, delivered by the Honourable Minister of
Economy and Attorney-General, the Honourable Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum on Thursday 29" June, 2017.

Madam Speaker, the Budget was also labelled by many as the “Budget for the people.” However,
people have the right to their own opinion of the Budget. Obviously we cannot please everyone but the
Honourable Minister of Economy from the outset of this Budget announcement, he made it very clear to
the whole nation where the emphasis lies, and of course, it is the Government’s mandated responsibility,
as enshrined in the Constitution, chapter 7, clause 144.
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Madam Speaker, the bottom line of our being here, as Members of Parliament is serve the Fijian
people out there in every segment of our society.

(Honourable Member interjects)

HON. LT. COL. N. RIKA.- They are watching, they are listening as we continue to debate on the
2017-2018 National Budget. We, the Honourable Members of this august House, must provide the people
out there with all the correct and valid information in regards to this Budget, | mean facts not assumptions.

Madam Speaker, when we make assumption about what others are doing or thinking, most of the
time we personalise things and then we blame them and react by sending emotional poison with our
words. We only see what we want to see and hear what we want to hear. We do not perceive things the
way they are. We literally dream things up in our imagination because we are free to ask for clarification,
we make assumption that we believe are right, then we defend our assumption and try to make others
wrong. In other words, we assume things 